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Sin IS a Big Deal

1. Motivate

People today might decide that sin is “no big deal.”  How do we rename it? How do we often finish the sentence,   “It’s not really sin , it’s only a … “?

· mistake

· letdown

· failure

· shortcoming

· blunder

· mess-up

People might also wonder why they need to believe in Jesus --

2. Transition

Today (we begin our study about the case for Jesus by examining the reality and consequences of sin

3. Bible Study

3.1 Sin Defined
Listen for evidence of the sneakiness of the serpent.

Genesis 3:1-6 (NIV) Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" [2] The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, [3] but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' " [4] "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. [5] "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." [6] When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 
How did Satan’s version of what God said differ from what God actually said?

	Satan’s version
	God’s version

	"Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"
	"We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, …  God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' "


Why did the serpent say that God did not want the woman to eat the forbidden fruit? (3:4-5)

· God knows when you eat it your eyes will be opened

· you will be like God

· you will know good and evil

How did she change her opinion of the forbidden fruit?

· she saw it was good for food

· it looked good

· she desired to gain wisdom

· so she ate it

· she gave some to Adam and he ate it

How does Satan distort the truth today?

· what’s wrong with getting a little “gusto” … go ahead and have that drink

· have another doughnut … it’s got a hole in it .. it’s mostly air

· if you really love each other it must be OK

· every one’s doing it … how can they all be wrong

· your parents are really old and don’t understand modern ways

· no one’s looking … go ahead … if no one sees you do it, then you aren’t caught (and it’s not so bad)

Why did the woman and Adam fail to see the twists of truth?  Both were there, why didn’t they help each other?

· maybe they both were wondering about whey they couldn’t eat of the tree

· Satan was talking to Eve, but Adam was taking it all in also
· the temptation was probably the same for both of them

· every person has the tendency to sin … man or woman, both had the problem

· they both believed what they wanted to hear

What people, situations, fears, pressures prompt a person to rebel against God today?

· anger

· friends tempt us to go along

· we are afraid we will be unpopular

· we fear we will miss some pleasure we’ve been wanting

· we want our own way – we don’t want to be controlled by someone else … even if it’s God

Why do we pick and choose which of God’s commands to obey?

· then we can say we did the right thing in all these other situations

· we want to balance all the good things against the few little bad things

How can believers protect themselves from Satan’s deception and confusion?

· to know counterfeit, you must know the real thing

· read, study, apply God’s words

· James 4:7 (NIV)  “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
3.2 Sin’s Consequences

What are some synonyms for “consequences”
· penalties

· costs

· outcome

· outgrowth

· aftermath

· sequel

· price

· punishment

Listen for the consequences of Adam and Eve’s disobedience.
Genesis 3:16-19 (NIV) To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you." [17] To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. [18] It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. [19] By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return." Genesis 3:24 (NIV) After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 
How did God punish the man and the woman? 

	The man
	The woman

	· the ground will be cursed

· you will have hard work

· painful toil, the sweat of your brow

· thorns and thistles

· dust to dust

· implies physical death imposed on mankind
	· increased pains in child birth

· desire will be for husband

· he will rule over you


Why is it sometimes hard to identify what consequences connect to what sins?
· some “consequences” are merely life events (sickness, accidents, etc.)

· sometimes the consequences are very long term and we don’t receive “feedback” in time to alter our behavior

· we sometimes blame God, not ourselves
Adam and Eve in the garden (then thrown out) experienced consequences as they chose to sin.  What consequences of sin do people experience when they choose to sin?

· loss of health

· [image: image1.wmf]loss of peace

· in trouble with the law

· people around you are hurt 

· can include loss of God’s blessing, protection

Agree or disagree …

What can long time Christians do to help people understand that sin has consequences?

· share testimony of lessons God has taught you

· gently warn them about what they are facing when you see them about to be blindsided

· pray for them lots – that their eyes will be opened to what is happening

3.3 Everyone Sins
Listen for how one man’s decision affected many people.

Romans 5:12-14 (NIV)  Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned-- [13] for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. [14] Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. 

What were some of the results of Adam’s act of sin?

· sin entered the world… all men sin

· death came through that sin (both physical and spiritual death)

· death came to all men

Why must a good parent use the disciplines of negative and positive reinforcement to modify their children’s behavior?

· children left to themselves will not choose to do right

· children need to know what is right and the benefits of doing the right thing

· we want them to have the same values of what is right as we do

· we want them to learn to make right choices

( The point being that left to their own devices, all people (beginning as children) will not do the right thing … the natural tendency is to sin!

Consider 

· in years past people have rejected the idea of sinfulness being “inborn” 

· now evidence is appearing that some people have an inborn disposition to abuse alcohol … alcoholism is considered to be a genetic trait … just like all our other sinful tendencies
How do you see the inherited sin DNA of the human race at work in the world … in the lives of your children, grandchildren … in your own experience?

· children are born into sin

· watch them learn the rebellious “NO” so quickly

· experience the “terrible twos” when the child discovers his own will

· the downward spiral of social behavior in the world

· the greed which has precipitated recent financial crises and credit abuse

How did the coming of God’s law affect the presence of sin in the world? 

· sin was already present – before the law was given, sin was in the world

· Paul said that death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses

· death was the result of the presence of sin and if death reigned, sin was present

How did the coming of God’s law affect our understanding of what sin is?

· now mankind had no excuse

· sin was defined, we knew what was right, what was wrong

· now we knew what was required of us by God

Describe the circumstances that convinced you of your sinful condition.

· a Sunday school lesson, a sermon, the preaching of God’s Word

· when you read a certain passage, it dawned on you

· after you had heard a particular passage, in no time at all you found yourself disobeying God, you demonstrated to yourself your rebellion

· you found yourself hitting bottom, unable to do what you knew to be the right thing

4. Application
4.1 Ask God to make you wiser about the schemes of the Devil
· Expose yourself to the Truth of God’s Word

· Pray for wisdom

· Claim the Spiritual Armor – helmet, breastplate, sword, belt, shoes, shield

4.2 Be aware that God will confront you with sin in your life
· Listen carefully when God speaks to you

· Be sensitive to the consequences of your rebellion (sin)

· Be quick to confess, repent, receive God’s forgiveness and strength
4.3 Consider what can you do this week for unsaved friends still suffering from the consequences of sin.
· Pray faithfully for them

· Reach out to minister to them – show Christ’s love

· Pray for opportunities to share the Good News of Salvation

Yes, and be angry at people who are getting away with their sin!





Be happy when people suffer consequences of their sin.





Agree�
Disagree�
�
they have it coming


‘bout time they get their just desserts


God’s dealing with them


Ha!  Justice!�
God has forgiven them


they could experience His forgiveness


God could heal those problems �
�
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