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Ready for Action

1. Motivate

Agree or disagree:  “People always do what they want to do”
	Agree
	Disagree

	· down deep you want to do that

· even though you wish you could stay in bed, you got up 

· you want to do the things you actually end up doing more than what you didn’t do
	· I didn’t want to get up this morning

· I didn’t want to skip that 2nd cup of coffee

· I don’t want to go to work on Monday morning – but I’ll end up going


Consider what motivates us to do the right thing … to do good?

· what parents taught?

· what the kids will think?

· what spouse/pastor/neighbors will think?

2. Transition

Peter challenges us today to do the right thing because we revere and obey God … even in difficulties.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Be Holy!
Listen for a contrast between the new and old lives of believers.
1 Peter 1:13-16 (NIV)   Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. [14] As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. [15] But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; [16] for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy." 

What bold challenge did Peter give his readers? 

· prepare your minds for action

· set your hope on God’s grace

· this will be given when Christ is revealed (returns)

What pressure must we resist conforming to? 

· don’t conform to evil desires

· don’t live like you did when you lived in ignorance

What do you think Peter meant by having lived “in ignorance”?

· without the gospel

· unaware of the power of the Holy Spirit within the live of the believer

· without knowing your attitudes and actions were ungodly

What does God challenge us to be? Why?

· Be holy, separate

· God is separate, holy

· we are to be separated from sin and the world as God is

What do you think it means to be “holy”?  

· righteous

· a saint

· sinless

How do people feel today about the word “holy” as a personal goal?
· a good thing to shoot for, to aspire to

· tough to do

· few people would claim to be holy 

( The true meaning of holy is to be “set aside”  or “separate” from the world, from sin.

· God sets believers apart  … to live lives that please and glorify Him

What makes being holy (even by this definition) difficult?

· we are surrounded by the world’s influence

· we still live in a mortal, sinful body

· there is a constant tension between doing the right thing and yielding to the temptations we face

What kind of spiritual disciplines contribute to living set apart to live a life that glorifies God?

· be careful of the choices you make each day

· daily personal communication with God

· get rid of sinful influences in your life

· choose friends carefully
· be involved in spiritual ministries … in reaching a lost world for Jesus

What do pro athletes and performing artists get ready for what they do?
· practice

· immerse themselves in their task

· study their roles (play book, script, music)

· get feedback from peers

What does that suggest believers should do to strive for holiness?

· practice

· study

· immerse yourself in what God says

· study, pray, minister together with other believers – accountability partners

3.2 Be Reverent!
In what situations do you tend to feel like a stranger?

· in a new situation (job, school, neighborhood)

· when you are traveling by yourself

· in a crowd where you don’t know anyone

· in a foreign culture where your clothes, language, and even your gestures are different

Listen for why we are supposed to be strangers.

1 Peter 1:17-21 (NIV)   Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. [18] For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, [19] but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. [20] He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. [21] Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. 

Why did Peter tell these believers to live as strangers “in reverent fear”? 
· remember that God judges each man’s actions impartially

· thus live as a stranger in a sinful world

· carries on the concept of being holy, set apart

What does it mean to live like a stranger in this world?

· you have a different set of attitudes

· you have a different set of beliefs

· your values are different

· you speech is different

How can you choose what to do with an eternal perspective?

· must be aware of eternal issues

· must read, study, meditate on what is important to God
· pray that God will guide the decisions you make – both big and little decisions

What does not redeem believers.  With what are believers redeemed from their sins? 

· not with perishable things

· not with silver or gold (normal items of value)

· rather with the precious blood of Christ

· with the blood of the Lamb who is perfect

How would the price Jesus paid for your redemption motivate you to holy living?
· realize how Jesus suffered, realize how much it cost Him

· don’t want to cheapen what He paid by flaunting sinful living

· desire rather to honor Jesus and what He did

Consider some of these situations where you could demonstrate obedient and holy living:

· Choice of TV programs

· Your reaction to a slow restaurant server

· How you respond to a long slow line at the grocery

3.3 Be Obedient!
Listen for what is permanent, what is temporary.
1 Peter 1:22-2:1 (NIV) Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart. [23] For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. [24] For, "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, [25] but the word of the Lord stands forever." And this is the word that was preached to you. [2:1] Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 
How had these Christians purified themselves? 

· obedience to truth

· demonstrated by loving one another

· your love is not surface, it is deep caring

What truth should we obey in order to purify ourselves?
· the power of God, the Spirit of God living within the believer

· the Truth of confession, repentance, faith in God’s promised forgiveness

· the exhortation to holiness (separated from the world, separated unto God)

How had these believers been born again? 
· not of perishable seed

· rather of imperishable

· through the living and enduring word of God

· according to what God said, what God did

· according to Jesus act of redemption, dying on the cross

Peter contrasts the eternal and the temporary … how does he characterize each?

	Temporary
	Forever

	· men’s lifetime

· like grass

· like flowers that wither and fall off
	· God’s words

· God’s promises

· What God says He will do


What would be evidence that we are loving one another with sincere love, deeply, from the heart?
· lack of  those sins he mentions (malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, slander)

· helping one another when in need

· rejoice with them at their good fortune

· sorrow together when they hurt

· encourage, exhort when necessary

· put others before yourself
· as Jesus said, treat them as you wish to be treated – love your neighbor as you love yourself

4. Application
4.1 Christians are no longer to be conformed to their old lives of ignorance and lusts
· Pray that God will day by day renew your minds and enable you to live a disciplined life

· Ask God to separate you to a life of righteousness each day

4.2 Be in awe, in fear of our awesome God
· Thank Him for being your Redeemer

· Thank Him for rescuing you from the penalty and power of sin

· Tell Him you look forward to being rescued from the presence of sin
4.3 Remember that you are born again … born into the family of God
· This is a loving family

· Look for ways this week that you can demonstrate God’s love to people around you
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