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Personal Service

1. Motivate

Some celebrities are known for their charitable giving.  What do you suppose motivates them?

· they just have generous personalities

· they want a tax break

· they don’t know what to do with their money

· they want to gain favor with their fans

· they want to pay back for when someone did something good for them 
2. Transition

Today ( we want to look at motivations for serving God
Paul gives us reasons for personal service

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Heart of Service
What freedom or privilege did you most anticipate when you were growing up?

· driver’s license

· freedom to stay out later

· able to stay up later

· able to get a job

· ride a big kid’s bike (without training wheels)

· trusted to do important jobs around the house

Listen for a danger related to the concept of freedom.

Galatians 5:13-15 (NIV)   You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. [14] The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." [15] If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 

Paul says we are called to be free.  What are different ways (good and bad) in which he says that freedom could be used?

· indulging the sinful nature

· serving one another in love

· loving your neighbor as yourself

· biting and devouring each other

When the world speaks of freedom, what does it mean?

· freedom to do whatever you want

· no one tells you what to do, you get to choose for your own self

· you can become whatever you aspire to be

How does the world abuse freedom today?

· anyone can do anything they want

· even if it hurts someone else

· I should be free to do what I want, but you don’t have the freedom to object or oppose my freedoms

· your freedoms are stupid, mine are significant

What kind of freedom does the Christian experience in Christ?

· free from the bondage of sin

· free from the penalty of sin

· free to minister to others

· eventually (in Heaven) free from the presence of sin

How can Paul say that the whole law is fulfilled by “loving your neighbor as yourself”?

· when you put others first, you won’t be stealing, murdering, coveting

· all of the commandments relating to interpersonal relationships are taken care of by treating others as you wish to be treated

In what ways are you hindered from loving others?

· some/many are not very lovable

· they don’t love back

· their personality gets crosswise with mine

· I don’t depend on God’s presence in my life to love them through me

· I cannot love them in my own strength

Why should you serve the family of God in love?

· it is God’s plan that we minister to one another

· we are members of the body of Christ … members which go to each other’s aid and help and serve one another

· it demonstrates the same kind of love that Jesus had for us – giving of Himself

How might the command to “serve one another in love” affect the attitudes and actions of Christians seeking to resolve conflict situations?

· your motive is restoration

· you don’t go into it with the idea of proving that your side is right

· you’re not trying to set someone straight

· you’re trying to resolve differences

· you’re trying to restore relationships

3.2 The Power of Service
Listen for how Paul uses the word “fruit.”
Galatians 5:16 (NIV)  So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.  …  [22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. [24] Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. [25] Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. [26] Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 
What does Paul say would happen if the Galatians lived by the power of the Holy Spirit? 

· you don’t gratify the desires of your sinful nature

· you are able to ignore those natural sinful tendencies

· you are able to resist those temptations

Let’s list the nine Fruit of the Spirit

· love

· joy

· peace

· patience

· kindness

· goodness

· gentleness

· faithfulness

· self-control

In what sense do these Spiritual Fruit grow in a person much the way fruit grows on a tree?

· producing fruit is a natural function of the tree

· God’s Spirit produces these fruit naturally as He is given 

· authority by us to do so

· a tree produces fruit only of its own kind

· we will produce spiritual fruit when God’s Spirit is in control

Why are these qualities not meant to be “goals” of Christian living?

· we don’t work towards these actions or attitudes

· God produces them within us

· it is the result of God at work, not the result of our effort

How is a Christian empowered to live by the Spirit? (5:24-25)

· the old sinful nature is dead!

· it died on the Cross with Jesus

· that nature does not have to rule in our lives, we are not forced to respond to it

· instead we allow God’s Spirit to live within us and empower us to live a life pleasing to God

How can a person cultivate the character qualities of the Holy Spirit in his or her life?

· daily submission to the Holy Spirit

· ongoing trust in God’s power and authority in our lives

· daily communication with God

Paul talks about avoiding conceit and envy.  In what ways do Christians need to guard against these?

· allow God to be in control

· these are in competition with actions an attitudes produced as Fruit of the Spirit

· when we take control, conceit and envy (and lots of other things) creep in

· when God is in control, conceit, envy, etc. are set aside

3.3 The Reward of Service
Listen for additional agricultural principles Paul uses.
Galatians 6:7-10 (NIV)  Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. [8] The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. [9] Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. [10] Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 

What concepts from agriculture does Paul use here?
· you reap the same thing you sow

· harvest must be waited for after planting – the farmer doesn’t give up

What different kinds of things does Paul say that people sow?  And what are the results?

	What is sowed?
	What is reaped?

	· actions which please sinful nature
	· destruction

	· actions which please the Spirit
	· eternal life


What would be some examples of mocking God and sowing to please one’s sinful nature?

· substance abuse (including overeating)

· excessive involvement in entertainment (TV, soaps, movies)

· steady diet of inappropriate entertainment

· materialistic lifestyle

· never get in the habit of regular worship, Bible study, prayer

In what ways are these things mocking God?

· ignore God’s principles

· behavior you know that is wrong, but do it anyway

· think that God doesn’t see, doesn’t know

· assume that God will not do anything

· they are what we term “in your face” ignoring what God says or feels or does

So what would be examples of sowing to please the Spirit?
· regular communication with the Lord

· involvement in serving the Lord – witnessing, church ministries

· generosity

· faithfulness in giving to God’s work

Why do you think Paul would warn about not growing weary in doing these things?

· easy to serve and receive no immediate feedback or reward

· Satan tries to get you to think these things are useless, pointless

· long term faithfulness is not easy

· we might sow God’s Word and someone else gets to be involved in the harvest

4. Application
4.1 God’s Word tells us we have been set free from sin, spiritual death, and the law
· Use your freedom wisely

· Use your freedom to serve God, to glorify Him

· As God shows His love through you, this fulfills the law

4.2 What kind of Fruit do you wish to see appear in your life this week?
· Tell God you allow Him the freedom to work in your life and demonstrate that quality of life

· Thank God for working through your life this week
4.3 Remember the law of sowing and reaping
· Be sensitive this week to God’s Spirit as He convicts/convinces you of ways in which you might be mocking God

· Sow for a positive harvest by serving and helping others
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