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Our Peace

1. Motivate

Where do you go when you need some peace and quiet?

· to bed

· off to the lake

· a swing in the back yard

· the woods

· my study

· Starbucks

· anywhere my kids are not

· the garage

· mountain climbing

· fishing

· my office at night … I’m the only one there

· turn off the TV

2. Transition

Sometimes no matter where we go, we don’t feel peaceful.

· But … God’s peace helps us rise above our circumstances.
· Today we look at how God brought peace to Gideon 
3. Bible Study

3.1 Focusing on Circumstances
Listen for complaining.
Judges 6:11-13 (NIV) The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites.  12  When the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, "The LORD is with you, mighty warrior." 13  "But sir," Gideon replied, "if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, 'Did not the LORD bring us up out of Egypt?' But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian."
What is unusual about what Gideon is doing in these verses?
· threshing wheat in a winepress

· he was hiding his actions

· he was concentrating so much, he didn’t see his visitor

Why was he behaving so strangely? 
· the Israelites were oppressed by the Midianites

· they would come and steal their harvests

· Gideon was hiding from them in a hole in the ground

· normally they would thresh wheat in an open and breezy flat place

Many Christians in our culture feel threatened by events around us.  What kinds of things do we do in those situations?

· stay home

· watch your kids carefully

· withdraw from society

· move to a better school district

· move to the country

· live “off the grid”

· home school our kids

Why is retreating from that which threatens or oppresses us an option that does not always bring a lasting solution?

· we can only get so far from the world 

· we cannot be salt and light to the world when we are off by ourselves

· in some respects it shows a lack of faith in God’s protection and provision

· at some point we and/or our kids have to go and interact with the world

· God doesn’t want us to be isolated hermits or recluses

What assurance did the angel of the Lord give to Gideon?
· the Lord is with you

· you are a mighty warrior 
How would you feel if God addressed you as "mighty warrior?"

· humbled

· disbelief

· scared … don't know if I want to be a mighty warrior

What words or phrases in the passage show lack of faith by Gideon?

· if God is with us, why has this happened

· where are the wonders our fathers told us about

· now God has abandoned us, put us into hands of Midianites

How can we replace fear with faith?

· claim God's promises

· appropriate God's strength

· believe what God says

· know that God's Word is Truth – you can depend on it

3.2 Focusing on Shortcomings
Listen for God’s responses.
Judges 6:14-16 (NIV)  The LORD turned to him and said, "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?" 15  "But Lord," Gideon asked, "how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family." 16  The LORD answered, "I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together."
The angel ignored Gideon's questions … What did the angel instead tell Gideon?

· God is with you

· Go in the strength you have

· save Israel out of Midian's hand

· I am with you

How can we understand the phrase “in this thy might”, “in the strength you have”? 
· Gideon, you have what it takes

· you might not think it or feel it, but you are strong enough

· know also that the strength you have is God’s strength

· Gideon, I will be with you

· you have more strength on your side than you realize

What resistance did Gideon offer? 
· how can I save the whole nation?

· my clan is not known as a warrior clan

· I’m just a simple farmer

· I’m the least like a warrior in a group that is not warriors

What assurance did the Lord repeat to challenge Gideon’s excuses?
· I will be with you 

· you will strike down Midianites

· you will strike down all of them

· you will strike all of them down together … in one fell swoop 

How do we recognize when God is calling us to a task?

· when the Pastor asks you personally

· when you’re the only person there and the task is before you

· when God’s Holy Spirit impresses it on you 

· when the Bible passage jumps out and smacks you in the face

Why do personal shortcomings cause us to doubt that God can use us?

· you feel overwhelmed with the task

· you failed on a previous occasion

· you know it’s not within your skillset

· you’ve never felt it’s your spiritual gift

What resources are available for us for accomplishing the task God calls us to?

· God's Word – read it, heed it, apply it in your own life

· declare God's Word … Hebrews 4:12 (NIV)   For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

· God's Holy Spirit within us

· the convicting/convincing power of God's Spirit at work in lives of others

· prayers of fellow believers

3.3 Focusing on God
Listen for Gideon’s surprise.
Judges 6:22-24 (NIV) When Gideon realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he exclaimed, "Ah, Sovereign LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!"  23  But the LORD said to him, "Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die."  24  So Gideon built an altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD is Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.
What was Gideon’s reaction to realizing with certainty he was in the presence of the Lord God? 
· this was God, Himself!!!

· we were face to face, in person

· he probably thought he’d be stuck dead

What words of assurance and blessing did the Lord speak to him?
· “peace”

· don’t be afraid

· you’re not going to die 
What are several ways we can understand the concept of peace?
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lack of war, conflict

· no fighting

· quiet and calm state of mind

· agreement and harmony among people

· synonyms:  concord, amity, harmony, reconciliation, goodwill, calm, quiet, stillness, tranquility, serenity

How did Gideon respond to the message of the Lord?
· built an altar to the Lord

· named it, “The Lord is Peace” 
Where do you need peace in your life right now?

· with aging parents

· with goofy teenagers – (or a toddler in the “terrible two’s”)

· concerning finances

· dealing with current government affairs, politics, media enmity 

· struggles with anger, worry, health problems, personal effects of aging

· issues at work

· family relationship issues

· just the busyness of life

How can our actions and attitudes demonstrate that we follow the God who is Jehovah-Shalom, our Peace?
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those synonyms (listed previously) will be lived out

· lack of panic – no “run in circles scream and shout”

· quiet trust in God

Application
Receive Jesus as your Prince of Peace. 

· If you have never experienced God’s Peace, admit your sin, willingly turn from it, and turn to Jesus. 

· You can simply verbalize your desire by asking Jesus to come into your heart and allow you to live in peace with God.

Enjoy true shalom in your relationship with God. 

· If you have received Christ as Savior but are not experiencing wholeness, it may be that you are stuck in a cycle of sin and disobedience. 

· Ask God to show you any areas of spiritual neglect and disobedience. 

· Confess them, turn from them, and turn back to Him.

Live at peace with others. 

· Jesus our Peace has broken down all dividing walls. Is there a broken relationship in your life that needs to be made whole? 

· Go to that person in the power of Christ—the One who gives you peace— and seek forgiveness and reconciliation.


1. How to solve a Fallen Phrase puzzle.

2. The solved puzzle consists of a complete statement read from left-to-right/top-to-bottom. The letters underneath the puzzle are the letters you’ll use to solve the puzzle. 

3. Notice the number of letters in each column equals the number of blanks above the letter.

4. Each of the letters goes into one of the blanks above.  

5. Look for single letter columns. Then look for one, two,  and three letter words (rows 1, 4, & 5) and note the combinations that make sense.

6. Cross out letters as they are used


List these on chart or whiteboard  for referencing by a question below





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





All the letters fell out of the boxes.  You need to fix that!





Find the solution and other Family Activities at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yb6hxx5g" �https://tinyurl.com/yb6hxx5g�  
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