5/27/2018
Keep Standing

1. Motivate

What are some of your favorite ways to celebrate?   What feasts and/or traditions does your family have to celebrate special occasions?

· cheese fondue meal the night we put up the Christmas tree

· pizza every Saturday night

· eat out at a Chinese restaurant every Christmas day (only place open on Christmas)

· eat out for Thanksgiving, but still cook a turkey because we like the leftovers

· breakfast out after Easter sunrise service

· birthday cake with candles for each person’s birthday

· someone in the family likes a specific kind of cake for their birthday (cut in a given shape and decorated like that object, a specific kid of cake, etc.)

· special celebration for spiritual birthdays also

2. Transition

We make a special effort to remember the importance of celebrating people and dates.

· We don’t want to become complacent – we need to maintain vigilance

· We learn to commemorate what God has done in the past and what He wants to do in the future.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Upright Character Is Honored
Listen for rewards given.
Esther 8:1-2 (NIV)  That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came into the presence of the king, for Esther had told how he was related to her. 2  The king took off his signet ring, which he had reclaimed from Haman, and presented it to Mordecai. And Esther appointed him over Haman's estate.
What were the next immediate actions Ahasuerus took to make amends to Esther for what she had gone through? 
· gave her the estate of Haman

· she receive ownership of the property and authority over his household

What other information did she finally reveal to the king? 
· brought Mordecai before the king

· told him how they were related 

How did sharing that information benefit Mordecai? 
· the king gave Mordecai Haman’s position

· now, the king knew how they were related 

· also, he remembered Mordecai’s recent honor for revealing the assassination plot 

· these two realizations prompted the king to give him honor and authority

Review once again the struggles Esther had gone through.

· loss of parents

· growing up in a foreign land

· necessary to conceal her ethnicity

· struggling with harem and royal court politics and protocol

· faced with danger of execution along with fellow Jews

What might Esther have said if she could have read what Paul wrote a few hundred years later?  2 Corinthians 4:17 (NIV)  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.
· yes, there were troubling times

· yes, I struggled with the whole series of events

· but God was faithful

· He turned things around in an amazing way

· the struggles were worth it now that God has intervened

What are some ways God rewards us when we trust Him stand against injustice?
· God makes things right

· people realize that God has accomplished a miracle

· it is God who has fixed things

· God can be trusted to accomplish justice

· God fixes things in ways we never could have imagined
3.2 Victory Is Complete
Listen for further requests to the king.
Esther 8:3-8 (NIV)  Esther again pleaded with the king, falling at his feet and weeping. She begged him to put an end to the evil plan of Haman the Agagite, which he had devised against the Jews. 4  Then the king extended the gold scepter to Esther and she arose and stood before him. 5  "If it pleases the king," she said, "and if he regards me with favor and thinks it the right thing to do, and if he is pleased with me, let an order be written overruling the dispatches that Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, devised and wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king's provinces. 6  For how can I bear to see disaster fall on my people? How can I bear to see the destruction of my family?" 7  King Xerxes replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, "Because Haman attacked the Jews, I have given his estate to Esther, and they have hanged him on the gallows. 8  Now write another decree in the king's name in behalf of the Jews as seems best to you, and seal it with the king's signet ring--for no document written in the king's name and sealed with his ring can be revoked."
What words and phrases do you see in the passage that describe how Queen Esther made further requests of the king?
· She fell at the King’s feet and wept, indicating her strong emotion.

· She begged him, which means to beseech or to implore.

· She asked that the edict be revoked, which means “to cause to pass over” or “to cause to take away”; thus, the idea of removal.
Why did Esther have to plead with the king a second time?

· the evil plan that Haman had devised was still in place

· the law was still “on the books”

· somehow that had to be negated
What dilemma did the king face? 
· laws established by the king’s authority could not then be just done away with or revoked

· the Jews were still in danger 

· something had to be done to protect Esther and her people

So, how did the king respond to Esther’s request? 

· the king suggested they write a new law/decree that would go out with His authority

· the new law would be “in behalf” of the Jews

· he left it to Esther (and Mordecai) to come up with such a law
How did the king insure that his second edict would not be revoked?  
· it would go out in his name, with his authority

· would be sealed with the king’s signet ring

· such a document could not be ignored, nor revoked
Esther and Mordecai stood up for what was right and risked their very lives to do so.  For what situations does God expect believers today to stand up for?

· freedom to declare the Gospel message

· right morals in an ungodly culture

· rights of the undefended … victims of abortion, homeless, victims of human trafficking, abused children/spouses

How is God’s control and direction evident in this story even though He is never mentioned directly?
· people who seem to be in power and invincible are suddenly taken down

· the king’s insomnia “just happens” to take him to the record of Mordecai’s role in preventing an assassination

· a little Jewish orphan girl becomes queen and ends up with major influence in the palace

· God’s people are rescued from an evil plot

· God gives courage to both Esther and Mordecai do the right thing 

Have some hymn books or song sheets ready with the song, Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus available for people to study (and if possible or appropriate, sing through all 4 verses – with or without keyboard accompaniment).  Now look for words and phrases in the lyrics which tell us the following:
	Keep standing
	Continue to battle against injustices
	Fight from position of victory
	Challenge us to finish strong

	· Stand up, stand up

· never ignore the call of duty
	· against unnumbered foes

· arm of flesh will fail

· 
	· from victory unto victory

· Christ is Lord

· spiritual armor
	· to him that overcomes, a crown of life

· with the King of glory, reign eternally


3.3 Rejoice in What God Does
Listen for party plans.
Esther 9:20-22 (NIV) Mordecai recorded these events, and he sent letters to all the Jews throughout the provinces of King Xerxes, near and far,  21  to have them celebrate annually the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar  22  as the time when the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month when their sorrow was turned into joy and their mourning into a day of celebration. He wrote them to observe the days as days of feasting and joy and giving presents of food to one another and gifts to the poor.
What action did Mordecai take to preserve the remembrance of the victories the Jews won over their foes? 
· recorded all that had happened

· sent letters throughout the kingdom

· declared to the Jews they should have an annual two day celebration

What guidance did he give for observing the celebration each year?
· told them to celebrate how the Jews got relief from their enemies

· celebrate how sorrow and mourning turned into joy and celebration

· they should celebrate with feasting, joy, giving presents of food to one another, and gifts to the poor

Why do you think it is important to remember and celebrate the things God does in our lives?

· otherwise we forget

· it gives us an opportunity to praise God

· it is an opportunity to teach our children of God at work in our lives, in our families

· it can be a way of witnessing to unbelievers by inviting them to join in our celebrations

How can celebrating be a part of our spiritual lives?

· we celebrate our physical birthdays, why not celebrate a spiritual birthday

· each week when we worship together as a local church, a local Body of Christ

· giving thanks before a meal can be a form of celebration

· offer a special prayer for the person whose physical birthday party we are celebrating

· as a family, have a party when a family member is baptized

· when we have special services for Christmas, Easter, or other Christian holidays

· Sunday School/Small Group parties celebrate together monthly
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Application
Express thanks. 

· Reflect on how God has rescued you from death through Jesus Christ. 

· Pray and give thanks to God for the victory you have in Christ.

Stay vigilant. 

· If you have previously committed to helping an organization fight injustice, stick with it.

· Continue to look for ways you can help and make a difference.

Celebrate Together. 

· Plan an event when your group can celebrate together the work of God in your lives. 
· Use this event as an opportunity to invite others to participate and learn why you are celebrating.
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Hamentashen Cookies




Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Recipe at �� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y9stnpyg" �https://tinyurl.com/y9stnpyg� 





Keep Standing�Crossword�Esther 8:1-8; 9:20-22





Check out �Family Activities


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y892hwn8" �https://tinyurl.com/y892hwn8� �





Down


1. Who received Haman's estate?


3. How can I bear to see _?_ fall


4. write another _?_ in behalf of the Jews


5. Mordecai received the _?_ ring


6. _?_ and far


8. observe the days of _?_ and joy


12. what kind of presents to give








Across


2. month to celebrate


4. overruling the _?_ of Haman


7. Mordecai recorded these _?_


9. gifts to the _?_


10. sent to all Jews throughout the provinces


11. _?_ was turned to joy


12. I cannot bear to see destruction of my _?_
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