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God Loves to Welcome Us Home

1. Motivate

What kinds of preparations do you make to welcome people home?
· prepare their favorite food

· decorate

· “tie a yellow ribbon on the old oak tree”

· roll out the red carpet

· invite friends to help celebrate a home coming

· have a party – “kill the fatted calf”

2. Transition

Think about how preparations would differ if you were welcoming a loved one who had made a mess of life?

· Today we look at how God wants to welcome people home

· Especially if they have messed up

3. Bible Study

3.1 Get Honest
Listen for God’s call to the people.
Hosea 14:1-3 (NIV) Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God. Your sins have been your downfall! [2] Take words with you and return to the Lord. Say to him: "Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that we may offer the fruit of our lips. [3] Assyria cannot save us; we will not mount war-horses. We will never again say 'Our gods' to what our own hands have made, for in you the fatherless find compassion." 
What instructions does God communicate through the prophet?

· return to God

· “take words with you”

· ask God to forgive your sins

· ask God to receive you graciously

What kinds of things might there be in our lives (even church people) where God would call us to return to Him?

· anger

· lack of love for people around us

· neglecting our tithe

· idols in our lives (things that are more important to us than God is)

Why do you think the people were told to put their request to God in words?

· there’s something about verbalizing your thoughts

· others will hear and witness your confession, your repentance

· then it is more than just a jumble of thoughts in your head

· there’s even something final about hearing your own voice say “I have sinned” that makes it certain

How do words help restore human relationships?

· saying “I’m sorry” or “I was wrong”  or “please forgive me” go a long way to make things right

· you must verbally say it (or maybe write it)

· it’s got to be more than a Facebook entry or a Twitter entry 

· should be personal

· “I forgive you” should also be communicated

( The same thing is true about our relationship with God … 

· we need to verbalize our confession, our repentance

· God has communicated His forgiveness in writing and in deed

How does reconciling with God help us reconcile with people?

· whatever the sin, it is ultimately against God

· He is the one who must forgive us

· we must make things right with Him, promising to make things right with people against whom we have acted

· then we are sure that we are doing the right thing by reconciling with people

How does reconciling with people, help us reconcile with God?

· if we have not forgiven someone, we cannot expect God to forgive us
· God will not listen to our request if we are still sinfully holding on to our anger against someone else

What specific actions does Hosea say in this passage that are necessary to return to God?
· say to God, “forgive our sins and receive us graciously”

· don’t trust in other sources to rescue you (Assyria, war-horses)
· turn away from deities, idols which are man made

· how foolish to trust in man made things rather than Jehovah, “the God Who Is”

What are some God/idols that present-day Christians might be drawn toward?  Then what are specific ways to  let go of each?

	Idols
	How to let go?

	materialism
	give up pursuit of stuff, cut back on purchases of “stuff”

	entertainment
	turn off the TV, unsubscribe to the magazine, stay away from the movie

	substance abuse
	get counsel, join a recovery group, don’t buy chocolate each time you’re in the store

	power in business, in social group
	submit to God’s authority, don’t pursue constant advancement or ladder climbing


( In all these things follow the advice in the passage

· Return to God

· Verbalize your confession, your repentance, your dependence on God

3.2 Get Growing
Listen for illustrations from nature.
Hosea 14:4-7 (NIV) "I will heal their waywardness and love them freely, for my anger has turned away from them. [5] I will be like the dew to Israel; he will blossom like a lily. Like a cedar of Lebanon he will send down his roots; [6] his young shoots will grow. His splendor will be like an olive tree, his fragrance like a cedar of Lebanon. [7] Men will dwell again in his shade. He will flourish like the grain. He will blossom like a vine, and his fame will be like the wine from Lebanon. 
What are some synonyms for “waywardness”?

· disobedience
· unruliness

· willfulness

· rebellion

· defiance

· backsliding

What does God promise about waywardness?

· I will heal waywardness

Let’s list all the “I will” statements.   God says, “I will … “

· heal their waywardness

· love them freely

· be like the dew to Israel

According to this, What are the benefits of restoration to God?

· healing

· God’s power to overcome your tendency to sin

· experience God’s love

· be refreshed, renewed

List all the prophecies about Israel, “He will … “

· send down roots like a cedar of Lebanon

· blossom like a lily, like a vine

· have splendor like an olive tree

· have fragrance like a cedar

· flourish like grain

· be as famous as Lebanese wine

What do these statements say about living daily in a healthy, right relationship with God?

· you are grounded, not easily blown away

· you are growing, renewed, bearing fruit

· God gives you an attractive and sweet “smelling” personality, people are attracted to you

· you live a fruitful life … fruit of the spirit

· people know you as someone whom God has blessed

3.3 Get Smart
Listen for reasons for why God’s way is the wise way to live.
Hosea 14:8-9 (NIV) O Ephraim, what more have I to do with idols? I will answer him and care for him. I am like a green pine tree; your fruitfulness comes from me." [9] Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is discerning? He will understand them. The ways of the Lord are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them. 
What does God say in verse 8 about how He is supreme over idols?

· I will care for Ephraim (Israel)

· I will answer your questions 

· I will be the source of your life, your fruitfulness

How is God ultimately the source of your security and resources?

· He provides the job

· He gives the strength, the skill, the insight into doing the job

· He protects as we travel, as we work, as we go about daily living

· He opens and doors of opportunity

· He closes doors of wrong direction

Why would the rebellious stumble in God’s ways?

· they would find themselves cross-wise with God’s ways

· God’s Spirit would be often convicting/convincing them of those various ways of rebellion

· you would be just out of sync with God
What habits, traditions, ways of living did you acquire in your growing up years that you took with you when you established a home?
· how to iron a shirt

· how to sweep a floor

· how to wash a car

· what brand of car to buy

· how to dress

· how to do dishes

· political orientation

· how a Christmas tree should look

When you live in close relationship with someone, their ways tend to become your ways.  What customs, ways of living do we acquire living close to the Lord?

· the words and attitudes we use when talking with others

· how we treat other people

· making good choices

· quick to forgive

What are some practical things you could do to make God’s ways, your ways?

· daily communication with God – read what He says, apply it to your life

· asking God for wisdom

· taking your problems to God

· pursue knowing God 

· active in serving Him

4. Application
4.1 Repentance involves turning away from sin and turning to God
· Ask God if there is an area in your life where He wants you to change directions

· Turn away from that thing

· Turn to God … for forgiveness, for power to live the right way

4.2 Some blessings come to us undeserved … some blessings are experienced based on where we choose to walk.
· Make good choices

· Consider that one of the reasons God blesses us is to bless others

· How can you make good choices to share God’s blessings with others this week?
4.3 Walking with God is the way of life that is the right way
· This week observe how God’s way meets all your needs

· Note also how sin robs us of life’s true blessings

· Observe how sin is irrational – how it demonstrates one’s rebellious heart
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