4/1/2018
God Is Faithful

1. Motivate

What surprise ending has left you wondering, “How did that happen?”

· Hercule Piorot mystery (Agatha Christi)

· Perry Mason mystery

· Move “Where Eagles Dare” – WW2, Clint Eastwood and Richard Burton

· Indiana Jones movies

· Star Wars movies

· Hawaii 5-0 … “Book ‘em Dano!” (both old and newer versions)

· John Grisham novels

· spy stories
· Bible stories … Ruth, Esther
2. Transition

Jesus had spoken of his pending death and even said he would rise again.

· Even so, for Jesus’ followers, the empty tomb was a surprise ending.

· The empty tomb points to the faithfulness of God.
3. Bible Study

3.1 God Does the Impossible
Listen for what was not found.
Luke 24:1-3 (NIV) On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2  They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3  but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.
Why did the women go to Jesus’ tomb? 

· took burial spices

· figured Joseph of Arimathea had maybe done only a minimal job when he received the body

· wanted to do a more complete application

What emotions would you have experienced on the way to the tomb?

· fear

· sadness, Jesus had such a good ministry going

· depression

· dread having to see the body of a dead friend

· uncertainty … how to open the tomb, will the soldiers chase us away?

What did the women find once they arrived at the tomb?  

· stone rolled away

· empty tomb

· body of Jesus was not there

Now at this point in the story, what do you think the women were thinking and feeling?

· where is He

· who stole the body

· “Do we have the right place? I’m sure this was the location!”

· I thought the stone was rolled in place, how what

Why do you think they weren’t yet remembering what He said about raising again from the dead?

· that had gone right past them when He had said it

· it hadn’t made sense to them at the time

· this didn’t make sense either … the whole scene was humanly illogical on several levels

Why do you suppose the men who had been Jesus disciples and followers were not involved in this early morning task?

· afraid

· in hiding

· they were totally devastated

· they did not remember or make sense of Jesus’ prediction to raise from the dead

· maybe they didn’t think this was men’s work (although Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea had done some of the embalming procedures) 

3.2 God Does What He Says
Listen for an “ah-ha” moment.
Luke 24:4-8 (NIV)  While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  5  In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead?  6  He is not here; he has risen!  Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee:  7  'The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.'"  8  Then they remembered his words.
 What happened while the women were wondering what had happened to Jesus’ body? 
· two men appeared

· their clothes gleamed like lightning

· they were standing beside the women

How did the women respond to the angels?  
· frightened

· bowed down, faces to the ground

What did the angels tell the women about Jesus?  
· why are you looking for someone alive here among the dead people

· He is not here

· He is risen

· remember what He told you before

What are some ways our culture tries to explain away Jesus’ resurrection? 

· it’s a myth, fake news

· a nice story which was spread (and probably believed) to explain a grave robbery

· body no doubt stolen, probably by the disciples, maybe by Romans to prevent having a martyr’s grave to attract long time followers

· some even claim there was no crucifixion … it was all fiction

· all wishful thinking

Of what words from Jesus were the women reminded? 
· He told you this back in Galilee

· “The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men

· He will be crucified

· on the third day He will be raised again

Why do you think it was necessary to remind the women of Jesus’ words about His death and resurrection?

· Jesus words had not registered with them at the time

· He was riding on a wave of popular acclaim (the triumphal entry) when all of a sudden events turned around

· lots of things Jesus had taught His followers were not understood until sometime later

· they were so focused on the events of His death, that’s all they could think of

Why do you think the disciples missed Jesus’ predictions about His passion?

· too busy wanting to be in authority in the coming “kingdom”

· asked to be seated next to Jesus on His throne

· it was too negative – Peter tried to convince Jesus otherwise

· was beyond their comprehension

· they still had the wrong concept about the role of the Messiah

What kinds of things distract people in our culture or misdirect attention from the reality of what Jesus said and the reality of His resurrection?

· too many other things crowd out Jesus

· Easter clothing, 

· Easter bunny

· Easter baskets with Easter candy and Easter eggs

What kinds of things distract believers from the reality of what Jesus said

· our daily responsibilities and problems

· focus on material elements of our lives

· if we are not reading what He says in His Word, we won’t know

· the fast pace of our lives crowds out time spent with Jesus

3.3 God Is Not Bound by Unbelief
Listen for disciples’ response.
Luke 24:9-12 (NIV)  When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others.  10  It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles.  11  But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.  12  Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.
What did the women do after the men had told them that Jesus had risen from the dead as He had predicted? 
· told the remaining disciples

· told others as well

Why did the apostles not believe the women? 

· in that culture, a woman’s testimony was not considered reliable

· figured the women were too impressionable

· the story sounded too far-fetched to them

· they also had forgotten or not caught Jesus’ predictions
In what way were Peter’s actions different from the other apostles? 

· “Peter, however …” (shows contrast)

· he got up

· ran to the tomb

· looked in

· saw the remaining grave wrappings laying there

· walked away, wondering what had happened
Consider Paul’s comments  …
1 Corinthians 15:14-15 (NIV)   And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  15  More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God … 17-19  And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18  Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19  If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.
According to Paul, what would be different if Jesus had not risen from the dead?  Why is the resurrection so crucial for Christianity?

· if Christ not raised, our preaching is useless

· so is your faith

· we are false witnesses about God

· our faith is futile

· we are still condemned in our sinful condition

· people who have died are lost

· we are to be pitied more than all men
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Application
Believe. 

· Jesus is alive, and He invites you to follow Him.

· If you have never trusted in Christ, place your full faith in Him. 

· Read the inside front cover of your Learner Guide to on how you can do this.   https://tinyurl.com/yakbqm5p 
· Talk to someone in your group about your desire to believe and trust in Christ.
Investigate. 

· If you still wonder if the resurrection of Jesus is something we can count on, look into it for yourself. 

· Buried Hope or Risen Savior: The Search for Jesus’ Tomb by Charles Quarles  or The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel.

Trust. 

· God is faithful to what He promised, Jesus’ tomb is empty. 

· Since God can handle something so miraculous and powerful as raising someone from the dead, trust Him with the struggles you are facing. 
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Turn your cares over to Him and trust in Him, because He is ultimately and eternally faithful.

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Unscramble each of the clue words.  They come from Luke 24:1 – 12 (NIV) Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.


Solution and other family activities at�� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y9lp7vl5" �https://tinyurl.com/y9lp7vl5� 
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