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Focus on Jesus

1. Motivate

What unique birth announcements have you seen?
· pictures of the baby

· online announcement

· YouTube video

· movie posters with parents listed as producers and the doctor as the director
· candy bar wrappers

· custom postage stamps

· custom printed flower seed packets

2. Transition

These don’t raise a candle to a heavenly host of an angle choir!
( Today we look at how the birth of Jesus was announced

3. Bible Study

3.1 Embrace the Message
Listen for hints which reveal God’s plan.
Luke 2:8-16 (NIV)   And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. [9] An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. [10] But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. [11] Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. [12] This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."   [13] Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,    [14] "Glory to God in the highest,  and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."    [15] When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."   [16] So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.    

Suppose you were a shepherd outside of Bethlehem some 2000 years ago … you’ve got the sheep settled down, you’re taking turns being on watch against predatory animals and thieves … a brilliant light appears in the sky.  What are some possible responses?

-
run away fast

-
dive under something to hide

-
gather the sheep – don’t want a stampede

-
try to wake up from your bad dream

-
try to figure out what it is

List words of encouragement and celebration that appear in the angel’s announcement

· don’t be afraid

· I bring you good news of great joy

· the good news is for all the people

· a Savior has been born to you today

· He is the Messiah, the Lord
· Here’s how you’ll know it is him …

· A great angel choir appeared praising God, pronouncing peace to men

Shepherds were at the bottom of the socio-economic structure in those days.  They were considered ceremonially unclean in Jewish culture.  Why then would God bring the news of the Messiah’s birth first to them?  (There are hints in the passage)

· God was not concerned about social opinions

· God sent the Savior for all people, no matter who

· This was “good news of great joy that will be for all the people”

· He wanted to stress that Jesus came for even the lowest strata of society

(  Jesus came for the rich and the poor, for the Jews and the Gentiles
What specific information were the shepherds given?

· Savior born today in Bethlehem (town of David)

· He is the Messiah, the Lord

· the specific child you should look for is one wrapped in cloths and lying in a feeding trough

The shepherds received a personal announcement about Jesus.  How can we make Christmas personal to those around us?

· give meaningful gifts, not just something that is nice and expensive enough to keep up appearances

· give the gift of your personal attention and time with those around you … listening, sharing their joys, dreams, sorrows

· find someone who is hurting and personally minister to them, to their hurt

· be involved in an outreach ministry … at a city mission, at Home for Habitat, on a short term mission trip

· write a letter to a missionary – tell them of your prayers, your interest in their work

Consider the angels’ declaration that they had “good news of great joy.”  What can we do to keep from losing the great joy of this news in all our holiday rush?

· you can lose the joy by either being too busy or too isolated

· don’t let yourself get rushed into too many activities

· say “no” to some of the activities and spend personal time with your family instead

· if you have no family with which to share the joy of Jesus birth, find a place to volunteer your time with others (church, hospital, nursing home, etc.)

· read the Christmas story in different versions of the Scriptures

The shepherds hurried off to Bethlehem.  Why do you think they had motivation and courage to hurry, even after being scared initially?

· the content of the message was very exciting

· this was important … they had to see what they had been told about

· the significance of what they found out overshadowed any fear they might have

( Consider that there are times when we need to obey, even though initially scared … 
Good things happen when we obey God

3.2 Share Your Experience
Listen for how the shepherds responded to their discovery.
Luke 2:17-20 (NIV) When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, [18] and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. [19] But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. [20] The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
How did the shepherds respond to what they had seen and heard?

· hurried off, found Mary, Joseph, the baby

· they told others about what they had heard and what they found

· when they eventually went out to the sheep pastures they glorified and praised God for all they had heard and seen

What specific things do you think they said as they glorified and praised God?

· You should have seen those angels

· Wow could they sing … don’t know where the orchestra came from, though

· We had to look several places, but we finally found the baby

· Can you believe it?   That was the Messiah we saw!

Why do you think the shepherds told the people of Bethlehem?

· was so exciting, they couldn’t keep it to themselves

· too good of a secret to keep

· not much good happens to shepherds, when it does, it’s worth telling

How does celebrating Jesus birth bring you joy?

· the beauty of the music which declares the birth of Jesus

· the Truth about who Jesus and what He has done

· the reminder of His humanity

· the Power of God to accomplish His redemption of mankind in this way

Note that the shepherds were the first to tell the Good News of the coming of Jesus!

· they were thrilled and excited

· probably, you couldn’t have shut them up

( The same should be true of our knowledge of Jesus, our Savior

· we should have similar thrill and excitement about knowing who He is

· about knowing what He has done
Luke says that Mary treasured this experience in her heart.   What can we treasure about God, thinking about it over and over?

· the miracle of salvation

· why God would love us (we know down deep what we’re really like)

· God’s power, authority, majesty

· God is in control … no matter what the economy or politics
3.3 Expect Opposition
Listen for long range influence of this Baby.
Luke 2:33-35 (NIV)   The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. [34] Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, [35] so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too." 

List the prophecies that Simeon made to Mary and Joseph about their new little baby.

· the child is destined to cause falling and rising of many of Israel

· He will be a sign

· He will be spoken against

· He will cause the thoughts of many hearts to be revealed

· a sword will pierce your own soul too

How do you think you might have responded to this elderly, saintly man making these far reaching previews of Jesus’ life?
· how can he know this?

· this sounds scary

· how can I be the right kind of parent for such an important man

· it’s hard to believe these kinds of things said about an 8 day old newborn

What kinds of things would be the cause of the great pain that Mary would experience?

· the hate generated by the religious leaders against her son

· the crowds angrily shouting "Crucify Him"

· the physical abuse and torture He would experience

· the awful death He would suffer

· the turmoil within their family during the years of Jesus ministry … Jesus siblings are said to have rejected Him 

In what way did the birth of Jesus introduce a crisis that would divide the world, both now and then?

· every person must choose to receive or reject the salvation provided by Christ's life, death, and resurrection

· much turmoil has occurred in the world based on Christianity

· Consider the crusades, the inquisition, possibly even Hitler's “final solution”
· the division between the Muslim/Arab world and the Israeli/Western coalition

· families divided by some being believers, some rejecting faith in Christ

· divisions between the cults which reject Christ and denominations who embrace Him

The reality of Christ's redemptive ministry here on earth will be a divisive element between those who accept it and those who reject it

· on a personal level

· between small and large groups of people

· has affected and will affect history throughout the ages

4. Application
4.1 Jesus was the focus of God’s plan to change the world
· Meditate this week on His identity as Savior, Messiah, Lord

· Think about the words of Christmas carols as you hear them and sing them

4.2 This week, people will ask you “Are you ready for Christmas?”
· Be thinking about responses that will open doors of conversation

· How can you talk about Jesus being more than just a baby

· Remember that people are more open to talking about Jesus during Christmastime
4.3 Remember that not everyone will accept the message of Jesus
· It is not our job to convince people

· God has tasked us with being witnesses

· We are also to called to disciple those who do receive the Good News
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