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When Homosexuality Devastates

1. Motivate

As a young person, how did you decide whether something was right or wrong for you to do?  What kind of factors influenced and determined the standards by which you made your decisions?

· what you were taught at church

· what your parents said you could or could not do

· what were the rules (for school, for home, etc.)

· Bible passages

· do what your friends were doing … go with the flow … you might have thought that if your friends were doing this activity, it can’t be too terrible bad

2. Transition

In today’s world all of us receive confusing messages about what is right and wrong

· do what feels right to you
· do what makes you feel good
· the Bible may or may not agree with what we do … that’s said to be OK!!?
God’s rules, given out of His love for us have great value.

· Today we look at how God’s rules require us to respond to one of the most divisive issues in our nation, homosexuality.
3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Wrath
Listen for what is natural revelation.
Romans 1:18-23 (NIV) 18  The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19  since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20  For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 21  For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22  Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23  and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 

What kinds of actions or attitudes are the targets of God’s wrath?

· godlessness

· wickedness of men

· people who suppress the truth by their wickedness

· ignoring what can be known about God plainly

Why is wrath a necessary element of God’s character?

· God is holy/distinct

· God’s character cannot tolerate the presence of sin

· His character demands the destruction of sinfulness

What does the created order reveal about God?

· invisible qualities

· eternal power

· divine nature

· intelligent design

· immense scale of God’s power … estimated 100 billion galaxies and 100 billion stars in a galaxy

· contrast the puny efforts of humans … able only to get a few men to our moon 

· beauty of nature

· power of nature … hurricanes, earth quakes, blizzards, tornados 

How accountable are we for what we know of God through creation (natural revelation)?

· we are without excuse

· people can know God

· possible to know of the existence of God

· possible to see the power and design of God

How did the unrighteous respond to what they knew of God?

· don’t glorify Him

· don’t give thanks to Him

· thinking becomes futile

· foolish hearts darkened

· claim to be wise, but are really fools

· exchange glory of God for human made images of men, animals, birds, reptiles

What happens to the hearts and minds of people who reject God?  
· thinking becomes futile

· foolish hearts darkened

· claim to be wise

· become fools

· exchange glory of God for human made images of men, animals, birds, reptiles

How do people today suppress the truth about God? 
· claim He doesn’t exist

· claim that if He does exist, He is not knowable or that He is an uninvolved “landlord”

· complain that if He did exist, He would come and do something about all the problems in the world  (of course He already has)

What examples can you list of how we worship created things rather than the Creator? 
· entertainment industry

· our car, house, computer, etc.

· sports activities … as a participant or an observer

· gluttony

· sexual pleasures

3.2 Our Rebellion
Listen for how God “gave them over.”
Romans 1:24-27 (NIV) 24  Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25  They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator--who is forever praised. Amen. 26  Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 27  In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.
 How does God respond to people who ignore and deny Him?  
· God gives them over to their sinful desires

· gives them over to, lets them go ahead and reap the results of their idolatry

What lie do people naturally believe by denying the truth? 
· the Truth is that God is supreme, deserves to be worshiped, trusted

· denying that Truth means they accept the lie that there are substitutes

· those substitutes range from substance abuse to sexual depravity to worship of material riches … and more

How does the reality of a creator influence our discussion of sexuality?

· the creator has a design for our bodies, for our relationships

· people discard God’s design

· exchange the truth of God for a lie

· worship and serve created things rather than the creator

How has our culture’s view of homosexuality changed in your lifetime?  Why?

· people are reacting in exactly the same way as the passage describes

· they can know God but discard God’s design

· they worship and serve created things … specifically sexual enjoyment with the added titillation, amusement, thrill, tease, tantalization, turn on of a same sex relationship

Why does this passage connect idolatry with sexual depravity?

· idolatry is choosing to worship some other thing/person than God

· they have chosen to worship illicit sexual activity … it is more important to them than God

How can God be so angry with us and still love us? 
· God is angry at the sin

· God loves the sinner

· God is love
· He has proved His love for the sinner by solving the sin problem … Jesus died to take the judgment/punishment we all deserve

3.3 New Creations
Listen for how people were deceived.
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NIV) 9  Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10  nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11  And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
What were the behaviors listed in verse 9, then in verse 10.

	Behaviors in Verse 9
	Behaviors in Verse 10

	· sexual immorality

· idolaters

· adulterers

· male prostitutes

· homosexual offenders
	· thieves

· greedy

· drunkards

· slanderers

· swindlers


Now what are the differences and similarities in the two lists.

	Differences
	Similarities

	· vs 9 have to do with sexual immorality – which our culture tends to more or less condone

· vs 10 has things most folks in our culture hold as wrong
	· all are offensive to God

· God declares them all to be sin

· God does not go by what our culture says


So what had changed the Corinthians’ standing before God?  
· they were washed

· sanctified … set apart from former sinful actions and attitudes

· justified … declared in right standing before God

· all based on the redeeming work of Jesus Christ in His substitutionary death and resurrection

How does it make a person feel to know that they have been washed, set apart to be holy, and declared to be sinless before God the Father?

· thrilled

· excited

· thankful

· desire to do right things, make right choices

What difference should it make in a person’s life if they have been sanctified and justified by God’s Holy Spirit?

· set free from sin’s influence in our lives

· able to make right decisions with the right information in our minds, with right motivations in our hearts

4. Application
4.1 God loves the sinner but hates the sin
· Ask God to give you that same kind of attitude

· Act in love towards those you know who are rebelling against God

4.2 Pray that our church will be a place that welcomes those who need Jesus
· Such people may have attitudes and actions that repel us

· At the same time, they may be seeking God’s love and have a desire to end their sinful lifestyle
4.3 Be aware of neighbors or co-workers who practice an ungodly lifestyle
· Accept them as someone that Jesus loves … someone Jesus died for

· Reach out to them by listening to them, praying for them … with them

· Lovingly share the Truth of Jesus Christ
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