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Victory over Fear

1. Motivate

What are some fears you have outgrown?

· speaking in front of a group

· meeting new people

· heights

· Friday the 13th
· sea sickness

· riding a bicycle

· going to sleep in the dark

· monsters under the bed

· getting lost

· getting separated from family in a crowd

2. Transition

Some people might somehow fear being separated from God’s loving care.

· Today we will study what Paul said about this

· Believers have no reason to fear separation from God and His love

3. Bible Study

3.1 Free from Accusation
Listen for a rhetorical question.
Romans 8:31-32 (NIV)  What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?

Look through the first verses of the chapter to see what Paul is referring to when he asks “what do we say in response to this?”.  What benefits do we receive because of Christ’s saving work for us ?
· We have received His Holy Spirit (v. 9). 

· We are made fully alive in Christ (v. 11). 

· We are adopted into His family (v. 15). 

· We are co-heirs with Christ (v. 17). 

· We have a glorious future ahead of us (vv. 18-23). 

· We have the Holy Spirit interceding for us before the Father (v. 26).
According to this passage, what made Paul confident that God takes care of His people?  

· God is for us … no one could be against us .. against Him

· God loved us enough to give of Himself, His own Son

· that love continues

· that same love is at work in our lives to provide, protect, sustain

Who might Paul mean when he mentions those who might be “against us”?

· people opposing our Christian beliefs

· could include someone wanting to rob us, harm us

· someone in a business situation who wants to ruin us

· a bully – happens to adults as well as kids

· an abuser (physical, emotional, sexual) in a family situation

· in some countries, it can be the police or some other element of the government
When has it been obvious that God is for you?

· when I realized Jesus died in my place

· when God supplies needs

· when God gives healing

· when God guides through tough times

· when God enables us to do things we would have thought impossible to do

How would you interpret the “all things” that Paul says God graciously gives us?

· salvation

· God’s Holy Spirit

· all of the blessings listed in the first part of the chapter

· daily health and strength

· guidance, assurance

· Fruit of the Spirit  (Gal. 5:22)

· spiritual armor (Eph. 6:13 – 17)

· Gifts of the Spirit (Rom. 12:6 – 8, 1 Cor. 12: 1 – 11)

3.2 Free from Condemnation
Listen for who is praying for you.
Romans 8:33-34 (NIV)  Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34  Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 
What did Christ do on our behalf? 
· died

· raised to life

· intercedes for us before the Father

On what grounds are we freed from those who would falsely accuse us or seek to condemn us?
· our sins have been paid for … the punishment we deserve was already taken … by Christ

· the price has been paid, we owe nothing

· the penalty has been served already 
When have you felt criticized or condemned as a follower of Christ? 
· accused of being too good to associate with others

· unwilling to have a good time with the gang

· made fun of for always being in church

· refuse to tolerate bad language

· unwilling to participate with others in alcohol, drugs

· classified as narrow minded

· accused of being xenophobic – fear and/or dislike of people who do not believe like you

· maybe even condemned at work for not going along with things that are illegal and/or immoral
On what grounds can we who believe be assured we are safe from those who would oppose us, falsely accuse us, or condemn us?

· God could condemn us but does not

· He has justified believers … declared us to be without sin

· when others condemn us, they don’t count … God is the ultimate judge

· Jesus is our advocate

· He tells the Father, “I died to take that person’s punishment … that person is counted righteous”

What does it mean that God acts to justify us?
· God had acted to remove our guilt and the penalty of our sinful condition

· declares the sinner righteous

· righteousness is credited to the sinner’s “account”

· we are viewed by God as righteous because of Jesus’ death in our place 
Where is Jesus Christ right now? What is He doing?

· Jesus is in heaven

· He is at the right hand of  God the Father

· He is interceding for us

How does it help us in our daily lives to know Jesus intercedes for us?
· encouraging to know someone (in this case Jesus, Himself) is praying for us

· realize that someone understand our situation and interprets our cries to God

· Jesus sees what the real problem is, even when we are confused and might not

3.3 Free from Separation
Listen for what cannot keep us from God’s love.
Romans 8:35-39 (NIV)  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36  As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 37  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
What threatening life experiences did Paul mention that we may think have potential to separate us from Christ’s love?
· trouble

· hardship

· persecution

· famine

· lack of clothing

· danger

· sword

· facing death

· life

· death

· angels

· demons

· present problems 

· possible/probable future problems

· other powers

· height

· depth

What might be examples of these things in today’s world, in our culture?

· troubles : financial, health, family

· danger : accidents, being in a scary part of town

· demons : spiritual opposition

· future : worry about what might happen

· sword : family members in the military

· famine, nakedness : economic down turn affecting our finances, job loss

Why might these things tempt us to believe that we had been separated from Christ?

· we think we might have lost God’s blessing

· maybe I did something bad that is resulting in my being punished

· what if I committed the unpardonable sin (if you are afraid you did, you have not)

· what did I do to deserve this?

What do you think that means, to be “more than a conqueror?”

· we don’t win by the skin of our teeth

· it wasn’t even close

· it was a decisive victory

· we clobbered those problems

· it is obvious that God did it because we could not have done that well on our own

In light of these verses, how should we respond when we feel that God is not for us?

· remember and claim the spiritual armor

· the sheild of faith can protect us from those “firey darts” of doubt that Satan throws at us

· reject Satan’s lies and instead claim God’s love, power, authority at work in our lives as Paul speaks of in today’s scripture passage
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Application
Make a list. 

· Make a list of things that you feel are working against you right now. 

· Consider how God can work in you and strengthen you through His love during this time. 

Face your fear. 

· Allow someone to walk alongside you when you feel fear. 

· Let the presence of Christ in them encourage you to know that the love of Christ is greater than anything you might fear. 

Be bold. 

· Don’t be afraid to stand for Christ. 

· He loves you and is with you regardless of what you face.
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1. Who shall 2_us from the love of Christ

2.itis_2_ who justifies

3. Neither height nor__... will be able o separate s from the love of God
4. Jesus is at the _?_ hand of God

5. it is written "For your _?_ we face death all day long”

7. who will bring any _?_ against those whom God has chosen

8. we are more than_2_ through Him who loved us



Romans 8:31 – 39 Crossword
Victory over Fear
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Across


5. "we are considered _?_ to be slaughtered"


6. Christ Jesus who _?_


9. God did not _?_ his own Son


10. who can be _?_ us


11. who was raised to _?_


12. If God be _?_ us who can be against us
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