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Unstoppable Courage

1. Motivate

What is something you’ve done that required you to muster up a great deal of courage?

· first day at a new job

· propose marriage

· leave home to go away to college or to a job far away from home

· take a tough course in school

· buy a house

· witness to someone for the first time

· have a baby

· bungee jump or go sky-diving 

2. Transition

Facing opposition takes a great deal of courage.

· Today we look at opposition faced by the early church

God is the one who gives us courage to speak boldly for Christ.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Confrontation
Listen for who is upset and why.
Acts 4:1-3 (NIV)  The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. 2  They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 3  They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in jail until the next day.
Why did the religious officials approach Peter and John?  

· religious officials greatly disturbed

· apostles were teaching the people

· they were teaching that Jesus had risen from the dead

What did the officials do to the apostles? 

· arrested them 

· put them in jail

· they stayed there overnight
Some facts about the Sadducees:

· priestly party in charge of the temple

· wealthy

· supporters of Rome

· accepted only first five books of the law as authoritative

· role as teachers

· did not believe in the resurrection from the dead
What do these facts tell you about why the Sadducees would have been opposing what the apostles were teaching?

· was in opposition to what they believed

· they saw a job security issue

· they were afraid this new religious movement would cause conflict with Rome

· they were teachers, not a bunch of wacko upstarts with crazy resurrection stories

Why do many people in our culture oppose the Gospel message?
· the message of salvation specifically teaches that all people are sinners … people don’t like to be told they are “bad”

· people think that to accept Christ will require them to give up most of their pleasures

· like the Sadducees, they don’t accept the idea of Christ’s resurrection

· people think Christianity is too exclusive … that it is the only way to God
In what ways does our culture try to silence the gospel?

· make fun of Christian beliefs

· declare that they are “offended” by the preaching of the Gospel

· object to anything that “steps on their toes”

· “fundamentalist” is a pejorative term 

· declare many public religious activities to be illegal on the basis of constitutional separation of church and state (even though the constitution does not say this)

Despite these kinds of opposition, what opportunities present themselves for us to help people know the Gospel, the Good News about Jesus?

· when people express fears and problems they are facing … share with them that Jesus can help
· when visited by people that we consider cults, we can share God’s Truth which is in contrast to their mistaken beliefs

· we can offer to pray with and for people who are in distress

· we can demonstrate God’s love by helping those who have been hit by natural disasters

· participate in international outreach activities such as Operation Christmas Child
3.2 Proclamation 
Listen for Peter’s defense.
Acts 4:7-12 (NIV)  They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: "By what power or what name did you do this?" 8  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and elders of the people! 9  If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, 10  then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11  He is "'the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone'. 12  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."
Peter and John were confronted by the Sanhedrin.   How did Peter answer the council’s question?  

· you’re accusing us of doing wrong when we acted in KINDNESS!?

· we did something evil in healing a cripple?

· if you want to know how it happened, it is in the name/authority of Jesus

· remember, Jesus is the fellow you crucified

· also remember God raised Him from the dead!

 How did Peter’s reference to Psalm 118:22 relate to the resurrected Lord?  

· “stone that was rejected, has become the capstone”

· Jesus is the man you did away with, could see nothing good about

· turns out He is the very foundation of all that is righteous and good

· salvation found in no one, in nothing else the only Name by which we must be saved

What is the most difficult situation we might face because of our faith in Christ? 

· made fun of

· criticized for telling the truth, 

· criticized for taking the biblically correct action 

· told we are being intolerant 

· maybe censured for politically incorrect speech or actions when speaking truth was the right thing to do 

· loss of job for refusing to go along with illegal or unethical activities

Peter had previously, shamefully denied knowing Jesus.  How does the presence of the Holy Spirit transform his (and our) failures and empower our witness?

· we learn a lesson

· we learn not to depend on our own strength or wisdom

· God opens up opportunities in spite of our failure

· we learn God’s strength in turning things around

What are some of the ways God’s forgiveness can make a difference in one’s life?

· don’t drag around a load of guilt

· not bound by Satan’s accusations of Satan (the great accuser)

· put us back into fellowship with the Lord

· restore joy in one’s life

In a culture that values tolerance above all, how do we boldly and lovingly proclaim Jesus is the only way?
· share your personal experience
· people might reject preaching, but cannot deny your own personal feelings and events in your life

· you can say “this is what Jesus did for me”

· admit your own awareness of guilt and how Jesus forgave you

· nothing else could give you the peace and assurance that you now have

3.3 Boldness
Listen for Peter’s response to censure. 
Acts 4:16-20 (NIV) 16  "What are we going to do with these men?" they asked. "Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it. 17  But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name." 18  Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19  But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. 20  For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard."
After the Sanhedrin consulted together, what action did they take against the apostles? 

· Called them in to pronounce their decision

· commanded them not to speak or teach in name of Jesus

What was the apostles’ reply to the judgment handed down by the council?  

· Judge for yourselves

· is it right to obey you rather than God?

· we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard

How was the Sanhedrin indecisive in taking action against Peter and John? 

· they could not decide how to punish them

· all the people were praising God for what had happened

· they could not go against the grassroots response of the people

In our society, when should Christian leaders stand up to political and religious groups?

· when denounced for proclaiming biblical principles

· when laws go against scriptural teaching

· when religious liberties are threatened

· when society acts and lives in defiance to scripture

How can you be prepared to stand up for Christ when your beliefs are challenged? 

· know what the Bible says

· pray for wisdom

· prepare for the situation with prayer

· support one another in prayer

· study books by good apologists such as Ravi Zacharias or Josh McDowell

· watch some of their presentations on YouTube
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Look up this verse in a couple different translations or paraphrases 

What does Paul suggest about our witness?

· proclaim the message of salvation

· persist in doing so

· do it with intensity, urgency, patience, simplicity

· challenge people, warn them, correct them, encourage, rebuke falsehood 
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Application
Commit. 

· As you go through the week ahead, evaluate your actions with this question, “Whom did I live to please today?” 

· Commit to becoming a God-pleaser rather than a people-pleaser.

 Read. 

· To better understand why Jesus is the only way to heaven, find books by apologists like Ravi Zacharias or Josh McDowell.

· Share what you learned with someone who doesn’t believe that Jesus is the only way

Act. 

· Find a place in your community or state where the gospel is being silenced. 

· Take action to get the policy changed

· Write to a government official, attend a public meeting and voice your opinion

· Start a petition, or join a group that works to correct the wrong. 

· Make it a priority to pray for your church’s impact on your city, nation and world. 
Courage Word Search
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2 Timothy 4:2 (Message)  so proclaim the Message with intensity; keep on your watch. Challenge, warn, and urge your people. Don’t ever quit. Just keep it simple.





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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