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Transformed in My Possessions

1. Motivate

A tsunami warning has been broadcast and you are in its path.  You have 5 minutes to gather up your most precious treasures and jump in the car and escape.  Aside from your family members what precious household treasure will you rescue from destruction?

· pictures of family

· your favorite dishes

· your musical instrument (not a piano)

· your laptop computer

· your legal papers

· your full set of Craftsman tools

· great grandma’s quilt

2. Transition

Today we talk about how possessions don’t last.

· But your relationship with God is forever.

· Jesus teaches about two kinds of treasures.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Invest in Eternal Treasures
Listen for the kinds of treasures we have.
Matthew 6:19-21 (HCSB)  “Don’t collect for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. 20  But collect for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t break in and steal. 21  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Jesus said not to collect earthly treasures. Why? 

· moths  can eat holes in items of cloth

· metal corrodes and is destroyed

· thieves break in and steal

· these things don’t last

· either by natural means or by human intervention, we cannot hang on to them forever

· and we don’t take them with us when we die
Why is heaven a better place to "bank" than earth?  
· they cannot rust away

· they cannot be destroyed by insects

· they are eternal

· they are waiting for us when we leave this life and go to heaven
What are examples of earthly treasures, heavenly treasures?

	Earthly
	Heavenly

	· money

· houses

· fancy electronics

· cars

· clothes

· sports equipment

· furnishings for our house
	· a life of integrity

· investments of time in God's work

· investments of any resources in the outreach of the Gospel

· ministry to needs of other people

· kindness done

· smiles planted

· praises to God


What does the location of a person’s treasure say about that person? 
· where your treasure is, that’s where your heart is

· what you value in life has eternal results

· the things we value show spiritual attitudes

· when a person dies, their checkbook tells a lot about their attitudes and priorities
Why are the heart and our treasures inseparable?

· we always do what we truly want/desire to do

· our heart will guide our will in making choices how to spend our resources

· the choices we make of our treasures are a barometer of our heart condition

· in mathematical terms, the treasures one  acquires are “a function of” (the result of) one’s heart’s desires

· it is a cause and effect relationship

How does our culture reflect the truth of Jesus’ statement in verse 21?

· materialistic mentality

· advertisements to buy more stuff

· storage facilities to store our extra stuff

· garages that are full of stuff instead of a place to park our vehicles 

What are some ways people serve or actually become enslaved to their stuff?

· amass credit card debt

· become workaholics 

· always wanting something more

· How much is enough?   “Just a little bit more.”

· always want the newest, the best

How can we "store up . . . treasures in heaven"? 
· daily communication with God … now while we are still here on earth

· then when we get to heaven, it won’t be such a surprise to communicate with God there

· invest our time, treasure and talents in spiritual pursuits

· invest in the Kingdom of God … ministries that take the Gospel to people near and far

3.2 Keep Your Focus Clear
Listen for the meaning of “the eye”.
Matthew 6:22-23 (HCSB)  “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23  But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. So if the light within you is darkness—how deep is that darkness!
The eye is described as the "lamp of the body"? How is this so? 
· what we look at

· what we read

· entertainment we watch

· we remember what we see, what we watch

· those images, those messages become part of  our thinking

· Garbage In, Garbage Out … those messages become part of who we are, what we do

What do you think causes your “eye” to be bad or good,  your body to full of darkness or light?

	Eyes are “Good”
	Eyes are “Bad”

	· focused on God’s kingdom

· reading scripture regularly

· looking to God for guidance

· look at people and things from God’s perspective … with love, concern
	· focused on material things

· not looking at God’s Truth

· look to self or friends for guidance

· try to use people to gain for yourself


What symptoms do we experience when we are losing our spiritual focus?

· fear

· anger

· dissatisfaction with life in general

· unable to cope

What is the result of "good eyes"? 
· whole body full of light

· our intellect and emotions are focused on good things

· we learn good things

· we act out in good ways

· we make better choices in our lives
We wear corrective lenses to help our physical sight.  How do we improve our spiritual vision?

· daily reading of God’s Word

· daily communication with God

· reject words, messages, views of worldly things

· careful choices of entertainment, reading material, social media

· choose your friends carefully – people you associate with affect your attitudes

3.3 Committed to God Alone
Listen for what is impossible.
Matthew 6:24 (HCSB) “No one can be a slave of two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot be slaves of God and of money.
Jesus mentioned the two “masters” of God and money.  Why these two?

· again, our materialistic society focuses on acquiring money and things that money can buy

· when we pursue material things above all else, our relationship to God suffers

· anything that comes ahead of God in a person’s life is an idol
In what ways does money try to be our master?  How does it try to make us its servant or slave?

· work hard to get it

· work hard to guard the things we bought with our money

· work hard to keep our money from being stolen or investments devalued

· it’s like baking, the more dough you have the more you need/knead 

Jesus makes this an “either-or” issue.  Why can’t we divide our loyalties and give both masters at least some allegiance?

· there’s a conflict in our minds – and in theirs!

· each master wants to be master of everything

· a master who is not master of everything is not really the master

· we end up confused, trying to satisfy both causes

· it’s similar to a sitcom episode where the teenage boy is trying to keep two girlfriends happy, but not aware of each other – funny in that context, but scary if you’re the fellow when the two girls find out

· in the end such a person loses both relationships

How does this apply in our lives when we try to satisfy both God and our own selfish desires?

· neither one is satisfied

· self doesn’t like sacrificing to give to God

· God is not pleased when we withhold our resources for selfish purposes

· it is a totally unsatisfying experience

What kinds of action can a believer take to stay focused on the things that last?

· daily commit your life, your choices to the Lord
· ask Him to show you areas of your life where He is currently not the master

· surrender all that you have, all that you are to Jesus

· allow Him to be the “boss” … put Him on the throne of your life


Application
Memorize

· Consider Psalm 37:25 (HCSB)  I have been young and now I am old, yet I have not seen the righteous abandoned or his children begging for bread. 

· Commit this verse to memory, let it strength your faith and drive out fear

Review

· Take a look at your bank statement or purchase history for the past month.

· Use this information to make a list of your priorities and major concerns

· Ask God to guide you to make decisions concerning these priorities

Invest

· One way to invest in God’s kingdom is through giving to your church.

· If you haven’t been tithing, start this week.

· If you are giving, take the next step and increase the percentage of your income given to the work of the Lord
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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