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The Shelter of God’s Presence

1. Motivate

What is the biggest storm you have encountered?
· hurricane – took down trees, power outages

· blizzard closed school for several days

· ice storm took down trees

· several inches of rain in one hour … flooding

· dust storm – blackened the sky

· rain storm – very dark, all the street lights came on

What other types of  “storms” sometimes threaten your peace of mind or sense of security? 
· the whole family coming to my house for a holiday

· major illness

· life threatening injury or accident

· project at work falls apart – I am blamed

· flunk a test at school

· identity theft

· caring for all the finances, meds, etc. for elderly parents

2. Transition

We all face different types of storms at different stages of our lives

· We will learn today that God is with us no matter what we are facing.

· David speaks to this great truth in Psalm 23

3. Bible Study

3.1 Provision and Guidance
Listen for things the Good Shepherd does for his sheep.

Psalm 23:1-3 (NIV) A psalm of David. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. [2] He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, [3] he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

What specific things does the Good Shepherd do for his sheep (his people)?

· keeps them from being in want

· makes them lie down in green pastures

· leads them beside the quiet waters

· restores their souls

· guides them in the right paths

Why was the metaphor of the Lord as a shepherd a fitting one for David to use?
· David had been a shepherd

· he knew the details of how a shepherd cares for his sheep

· he saw the parallel of God’s caring for us
What reason did David identify for the Lord’s provision and guidance in his life?
· for His name’s sake

· we are known as His people

· He will take care of us to show the world that He is capable, loving, kind

David is talking about how he was aware of God’s presence with him.  Name some ways in which you are aware of Christ’s constant presence with you.

· we always have His Word available (especially if you memorize portions)

· times of protection

· times of stress when He gives peace and comfort

· when God works out the circumstances of a situation to accomplish His purposes (when doors are opened or closed in your path)

· when He brings a specific verse to mind just when you need that bit of wisdom

· when reading God’s Word, a specific verse jumps out at you … just the Truth you needed for that point of time in your life

Think back over recent months.  How has God, your Shepherd, guided you to provisions of green pastures and quiet waters?

· provided a job

· brought along a friend for encouragement or exhortation at just the right time

· answered a prayer

· healed a child

David said that the Good Shepherd “makes me lie down.”  What does “lie down,” or the idea of the reclining position suggest?

· physical rest, 

· the body becoming unstressed

· spiritual rest

· peace, security

· lack of anxiety

David says God restores or renews his soul.  What kind of renewal or restoration did God provide for David (and for us)?

· after his sin with Bathsheeba, David’s relationship with God was restored after repentance and confession

· when we fail God and sin – if we confess our sins He is faithful to forgive and cleanse (1 John 1:9)

· renewal also is provided after particularly stressful and draining life events

· relationships with others can be renewed

· a rocky marriage can be restored

· broken relationships within families can be mended
3.2 Sustaining and Maintaining
Listen for why we need not fear the evil around us.

Psalm 23:4-5 (NIV) Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. [5] You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

What were some of  the dark times David may have been alluding to in verse 4?

· facing dangers with his sheep in the wilderness 
· when Saul tried to kill him, chased him through the wilderness with a whole army

· when he was opposed by his own son

· when he faced the death of a child

· when he realized how awful was his sin with Bathsheba

What reasons does David give for not being fearful in a dangerous situation?

· God is with him – he recognizes God’s presence.

· the Lord’s rod and staff comfort him

· God provides a sumptuous feast in the midst of danger

· God provides soothing medication

· God’s provision is overflowing, abundant

What sometimes keeps us from recognizing God’s presence?

· fear danger confuses us, distracts us

· evil around us scares us

· deep needs occur, causing us to wonder, doubt

How can we intentionally enjoy God’s presence?

· daily reading of His Word

· meditation on those passages

· memorizing scripture

· praising Him often, thanksgiving

· worship Him in song

How do the images of the table, oil, and cup add to David’s description of how the Lord had cared for him?

· sustenance 

· light

· rejuvenation

· provision

· celebration of God’s provision 

 What might the rod and staff represent as God acts in our lives?

· angels who protect us

· God sends someone to help us at just the right time

· sequence of events God arranges to rescue us from some problem or provide some wonderful opportunity

3.3 A Presence for Now and Eternity
Listen for how long David anticipated God’s presence.

Psalm 23:6 (NIV) Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

What present blessing did David allude to in this verse?

· Goodness

· blessing

· love

· dwelling in god’s presence

What was his future hope?

· eternally in God’s presence

· under God’s protection now and in the future

· God’s provision, “in the house of the Lord”

What does it mean to you that God’s goodness and love pursue you?

· when I stumble

· when I’m going along daily path of activities

· when I stray

· even when I run away

· in all these situations, God pursues me

What would be better about God pursuing us rather than us pursuing Him?

· we might give up, God does not

· God knows where to “find” us … sometimes we might be too confused or upset to discouraged to know how or where to find Him

· God’s pursuit is consistent, ours might be intermittent

· at times we run the other way (recall Jonah), God doesn’t quit

How can we help each other feel more confident in God’s love?

· remind one another of these Truths

· encourage one another

· pray for one another

· help each other in times of need

· allow God to use you as His “rod and staff”

As a believer, how can confidence in your eternal security affect your approach to daily life?

· you don’t have that feeling of God poised over you ready to pounce if you mess up

· it is an encouragement to turn burdens and feelings of guilt over to Him, not to drag them around in your own strength

· not only does God forgive, He also empowers and motivates you to resist temptation the next time

4. Application
4.1 Identify at least one challenge you are facing
· Tell God you need encouragement to trust Him in that situation

· Choose one or two verses from Psalm 23 that offers that encouragement
· Read this passage when you get up in the morning and before you go to bed at night

4.2 Review one or two situations in your life where God’s presence helped you
· Share this with a friend or family member

· Thank God for His power and love in that situation and in future situations
4.3 Consider who you know who needs to know Jesus
· Use Psalm 23 to introduce the idea of God’s pursuing presence

· Pray daily for this person to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit
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