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The Gift You Can’t Give Yourself

1. Motivate

What is the best gift you have ever unwrapped?
· jewelry

· computer

· camera

· favorite toy

· new iPad/iPod/tablet or electronic gadget 

· special book you’d been wanting

· a new tool

· a gift card for Starbucks

2. Transition

The gift of salvation is not exactly one that we unwrap 

· But it is the greatest gift ever given

· Today we study the nature of the right relationship with God which we can receive

3. Bible Study

3.1 Righteousness – Not through the Law
Listen for how we find out about righteousness.
Romans 3:21 (NIV)    But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 

Note the starting words, “But now.”   Why would these be important?  What do they indicate?
· shows a contrast

· means things have changed

· in this case, changed from the thought of righteousness through obeying the law

· it indicates a whole new paradigm of how we look at righteousness
So, what do you think Paul was referring to when he talks about “a righteousness that is apart from the law”?

· you cannot be righteous by obeying the law

· obedience is not the means to salvation (although it should be one of the results)

· Paul is preparing the reader for the Truth about how one can be declared righteous

What previous indication was there about the existence of the new righteousness?

· the Law hinted at this righteousness

· it had object lessons about righteousness (sacrifices, offerings)

· the prophets spoke of righteousness

· there were prophecies about how God was going to make men righteous, both positionally and experientially 

3.2 Righteousness – through Jesus Christ
Listen for how God’s righteousness takes effect.
Romans 3:22-26 (NIV)   This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, [23] for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. [25] God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- [26] he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

 How does a person obtain righteousness?
· from God

· through faith in Jesus Christ

· through belief in who Jesus is and what He has accomplished.
According to verse 24, what justifies us in God’s sight? 

· God’s grace … the blessing of justification that we did not deserve

· through the redemption provided by Christ Jesus

· Jesus paid the price/ransom to free us from the penalty of our sinful condition

· He took the judgment of death which we deserved

· since the debt of sin has been paid for each man and woman, God can look at us as justified

Exactly what is justification?

· we are declared (by God) as not guilty 

· it is an act (by God) 

· it is not a process (by us or God either one)

· God views us “just as if” we had never sinned

How could you describe or explain God’s grace to someone?

· we know the definition of  “unmerited favor”

· God does good things for us that we don’t deserve

· He blesses us, even when we’ve wronged Him

· it is His nature to be gracious, to bless us
Why would God offer His righteousness free to every person?

· God is love

· He created us

· He wants to have a personal relationship with every one of us

· He desires to solve the sin problem so that He can have that relationship

What makes it difficult for many of us to believe that we can gain God’s forgiveness by faith in Christ alone?

· we are geared to performance evaluations

· in school we get grades

· at work we get evaluations

· consumer goods get rated

· politicians get ranked by polls

· all of this “proves” to us who is doing good or bad

What do you think the world would be like if God had made salvation humanly attainable?

· [image: image1.wmf]a big competition

· we would try to outdo each other

· or we might just see it as too tough and give up

· we would never quite know if we had done enough to gain God’s favor

· we would always wonder, “How good is good?”

· we might worry that we don’t make the cut-off

· we would try to balance our sins with good deeds

Why do some people object to the idea that God has offered forgiveness to every person, even the worst sinners?

· really bad people don’t deserve it

· we do, because we’re nice guys, fine folks

· those other people are evil and don’t deserve it

· even if they accepted Christ with their dying breath, it’s not fair

· we worked hard to be good, they didn’t

· they still feel that they can earn their righteousness

· people still think about fairness or justice – again, really bad people don’t deserve God’s forgiveness

How does providing Christ Jesus as a sacrifice demonstrate the justice of God? 

· Jesus was presented as a sacrifice of atonement

· we trust in the price of Jesus shed blood

· God’s justice had to be satisfied … the judgment of death for the presence of sin in our lives

· He couldn’t just ignore it … His holiness demanded judgment for sin

· Jesus’ work on the cross took that judgment for all sins … past, present, future

· God did the right thing, He acted in justice, His attribute of righteousness is satisfied

· this fact is made real, is activated in the lives of all who confess, repent, and receive by faith what Jesus did

3.3 Righteousness – through Faith in Christ
Listen for how boasting is excluded.
Romans 3:27-28 (NIV)   Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. [28] For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. 

What ways are Christians tempted to boast?

· how much they serve the Lord

· I’m in the choir

· I give plenty of money to the church

· I’ve taught Sunday School for 30 years

· I’m a deacon

· I never miss prayer meeting

· I’ve been doing FAITH visits since the first time they did it

On what basis can a person brag about his or her righteousness?

· only in what God has done

· we must react in humility to the fact that God sees the believer as righteous
· Ephes. 2:8-9 (NIV)  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- [9] not by works, so that no one can boast. 

· 1 Cor. 1:31 (NIV)  Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." 

· 2 Cor. 12:9 (NIV)      But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 

According to this passage, why is boasting out?

· our salvation is by faith

· our justification (being declared righteous) is NOT according to obeying a list of laws

· it is according to what God did, not what I did

If boasting is, indeed, excluded, how should a person express his or her faith?
· witnessing

· inviting people to Christmas activities at church

· daily talking to God

· participate in those ministry activities with the proper motives … 

· love for Jesus, 

· concern for needs of those around you

· in submission to the Lord

One of the expressions of faith we said was to be a witness.  How do we handle people’s attitudes of religious boasting as we share the gospel?

· many people still think (down deep) that one must satisfy God by good works

· this speaks against humanism also (the concept that “man is his own deity”)

· It also speaks to a person who feels the failure – feels that they cannot boast – actually that means they are more ready to accept what Christ has done for them

4. Application
4.1 People have long sought after how to satisfy God and live a righteous life.
· God has now revealed how that can happen.

· It does not come from the law, nor the prophets, but both have told us about it.

· As you read Old Testament passages, look for hints at what God was communicating

4.2 God’s righteousness has been fully revealed and demonstrated in Jesus Christ
· The person who puts his/her faith in Jesus is justified, redeemed, and reconciled to God

· Pray that people will see God’s righteousness at work in your life
4.3 We must choose whether we will live according to the principle of good works or the principle of faith in God
· This is true for your initial salvation

· Meditate this week on the fact that it can be true also in your daily living

· Trust God to be your righteousness in your daily living
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