8/6/2017
The Gift of Grace

1. Motivate

What would you like to have an unlimited supply of?
· money

· time

· patience

· good health

· places to go

· helpers

· pizza

· pancakes

· chocolate chip cookies

· Titleist ProV1X golf balls

· good grades

2. Transition

Consider that God’s grace to us is unlimited

· His grace allows me to face anything life throws at me.
3. Bible Study

3.1 God Blesses Us
Listen for why not to boast.
2 Corinthians 12:2-7a (NIV)  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know--God knows. 3  And I know that this man--whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows-- 4  was caught up to paradise. He heard inexpressible things, things that man is not permitted to tell. 5  I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 6  Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I do or say. 7  To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, 
What unusual (at least to us) technique did Paul use to describe an amazing spiritual experience he had in the Lord?
· told an amazing story or experience he had

· seems to be what we  might refer to today as a “near death” experience (Heaven Is Real)
· their soul leaves their body and get a glimpse of what heaven is like
Why might he have chosen this approach? 
· catches people’s attention

· people want to know what heaven is like

· told it as if it was someone else “I know a man …”

· making a point without bragging 

· his point is not to brag or boast
Paul says he could have been tempted to brag.    What could he have bragged about?

· he had started several churches

· lots of folks were depending on him

· he had been a Pharisee … a proud group

· he had been lots of places, accomplished a lot of things for God – an international evangelist

· God had revealed lots of things to him and through him

Though he had grounds for boasting, why did he refrain from doing so?
· didn’t want people to think he was more important than he was

· didn’t want to come across as being conceited

· didn’t want to be known as a braggart

· wanted to communicate Jesus, not preach about himself
What are some risks and rewards of sharing our spiritual experiences with others?

	Risks
	Rewards

	· people ignore us as braggarts

· we might not be believed and end up being ignored

· people might make fun of what we claimed

· people get tired of hearing the same stories

· we end up talking about ourselves instead of about Christ
	· while others might disagree with what you believe, they cannot discard your experience

· someone else might have the same problem that God helped you overcome

· like the man Jesus healed, “this I know, I was blind and now I can see”

· others are drawn to Christ by the difference He makes in your life


3.2 Hardships Can Prevent Pride
Listen for Paul’s hardship.
2 Corinthians 12:7b-8 (NIV)  there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.
 What did Paul say was given to him to keep him humble? 
· a “thorn in the flesh”

· some sort of physical problem or limitation

· a “messenger of Satan”

· some sort of physical torment
How did Paul understand Satan intended to use the thorn in the flesh? 
· Satan meant it to torment Paul

· meant it to discourage him

· to limit him in his work

· to discourage 
What was Paul’s response to his "thorn"?  

· pleaded with God to take it away

· pleaded repeatedly – three times 
· prayed often
What are some weaknesses or afflictions that you find difficult to live with? 
· physical limitations (especially as we age)

· limited finances

· health crises

· being the care giver for someone

· raising a child with mental,  physical, or emotional problems

· needing to work, even though well past normal age of retirement

· troublesome neighbor, boss, child, parent 
What Satan may intend for harm, God can use for good. What good can there be?

· we learn that God’s grace is sufficient

· we learn new lessons of God’s power and provision

· we have new experiences that enable us to depend on God even more 

· God can  open new doors of opportunity

· we see God work miracles

· temporary trouble can work out to bring more lasting blessing

· we learn to trust God more

How can you handle it when a prayer isn’t answered as you hope concerning these weaknesses?

· keep praying

· keep praising God … He is Good, all the time … He is worthy of our praise

· ask God for patience

· tell God “I trust you anyway”

· ask God to help you learn the lesson He has for you

· praise God for His power, His authority, His wisdom, His love … even though the prayer is unanswered 

· thank Him for His faithfulness in the past

3.3 By God’s Grace, We Endure
Listen for why Paul would boast.
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (NIV)  But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10  That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
What promise did the Lord give to Paul concerning times of hardship? 
· God’s grace is sufficient

· God’s blessings will over power, overrule any hardship

· God is better able to show His power when we are weak than when things are going well

· we are better able to see and experience God’s power and authority and love when we come to the end of our own strength and abilities
What is grace? 
· God’s blessings we don’t deserve

· God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense

· in Paul’s case, it was strength to live with, overcome a physical weakness

· when we are given good things we don’t have any right to have

· sort of the opposite of mercy, when we do not receive what we really should have coming to us 

· (although God’s mercy is a blessing we don’t deserve … so it is an example of grace)

What did Paul mean in saying that he preferred that the power of Christ may rest upon him? 
· then he could boast about God

· then he would more readily tell about what Christ could do in someone’s life

· his message would be more about Jesus, not about himself
How can you allow the Lord’s power to take over where you are weak? 
· need to talk to Him often

· tell Him of your struggles, your need for His strength

· need to listen to Him (read His words) daily

· watch for God to be working in ways you never thought of

· tell God you are trusting Him to accomplish His purposes in the best way

· claim God’s promises
How does the Christian perspective on power and weakness differ from that of the world? 
	Christian perspective
	Worldview

	· God is the source of our strength

· when we are weak, God can show His power

· God’s power and wisdom can accomplish greater things than I can
	· you’re on your own

· you have to fight for “Number One”

· if you’re down, you’re out

· the government should be helping me

· It’s not fair that I suffer 
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Application
Give thanks for grace. 

· What hardship are you currently experiencing, or did you most recently experience? 

· Thank God for that difficulty and ask Him to fill you with strength by His grace. 

Look for grace. 

· Consider a recent hardship you encountered. How did God work in your life while going through that difficulty? 
· Identify how God displayed His grace in that situation. 

Share grace. 

· Who in your life needs to experience the grace of God? 

· Pray that God would intervene in the situation. 
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Pray that God would shower His grace upon the person and that He would use you to share the amazing message of the gospel’s grace with him or her

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Across


2. he was caught up to_?_


4. I pleaded with God _?_ times


9. God said, my _?_ is sufficient


10. when I am _?_ then I am strong


12. I was given a _?_ in the flesh


13. I will boast _?_ about my weaknesses














Down


1. caught up to the third _?_


3. when I am weak, then I am _?_


5. God's _?_ is made perfect in weakness


6. Paul would not _?_ about himself


7. who wanted to torment Paul?


8. he saw things he was not permitted to _?_


11. even if I boasted, I would not be a _?_








Grace Crossword   2 Corinthians 12:2 – 10 (NIV)
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