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Thank You Lord

1. Motivate

What kinds of things do you look forward to during Thanksgiving week?
· getting to be with extended family

· a family dinner

· the traditional Thanksgiving feast … turkey, dressing, cranberry, pumpkin pie

· lots of great football games

· shopping on “black Friday”

· eating the leftovers of the big dinner

· kids like being off from school (parents maybe not so much)

2. Transition

Unfortunately, we too often give lip service to giving thanks … we’re more concerned with this other stuff

· Today we consider how giving thanks should come naturally

· It should happen every day
3. Bible Study

3.1 With Joy
Listen for the proscribed attitude for worship.
Psalm 100:1-2 (NIV) A psalm. For giving thanks. Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. [2] Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 
What are three commands you see here in these verses?
· shout for joy to the Lord

· worship the Lord with gladness

· come before Him with joyful songs

Why do you think God would ask us to do these things?

· He deserves our praise
· we need the reminder

· He wants us to realize that praising Him is meant to be a time of joy

· worship of Jehovah is not meant to be fearful nor a time of drudgery 

· others should be able to see and hear our praise

· it will be a testimony of our wonderful relationship with the Lord

· we all are meant to be participants in worship, not just spectators

What are some ways in which you worship the Lord joyfully when you are alone?

· enjoy Christian music

· sing to myself – when doing work, in the shower, driving down the road
· play worship songs, hymns on a musical instrument
· play the radio (CD, mp3, etc.) loud 

· sing along with music on the radio, etc.

What are some ways you worship the Lord joyfully when you are in group worship situations?
· sing along with the choir

· enjoy vocal and instrumental worship songs

· love hearing the sounds of keyboard instruments (piano, organ, synthesizer)

· sing in the church choir

· play in the church orchestra

· pay close attention to the declaration of God’s Word 

What are some things in your life, both past and present, that you just cannot keep quiet about?  You just have to praise Him!

· first and foremost, Salvation – changed my life

· God’s supply financially

· God’s protection

· kids, grandkids that are following Jesus
· a wonderful church, pastor

· God sustained us through a tragedy (financial, health, accident, loss of family member)

· answers to prayer

· a family member or acquaintance who came to Jesus after many years of prayer
Note the words of verse 2 in the ESV, Serve the Lord with gladness.  What do you think it means to “serve” the Lord?
· involvement in church ministries

· teaching

· music

· visitation

· prayer ministries

· etc.

· we can serve the Lord in worship

· witnessing

· giving of our resources for various church ministries (time, skills, finances)
So what is the relationship between serving the Lord and worship?
· we tend to limit our connotation of “worship” to singing, standing, raising our arms, clapping, a preaching service
· worship means to declare worth or worthiness – “worth-ship” 

· if I give of my resources … time, energy, skills, finances to God I am declaring His worth

· I say that He is worthy to receive my contributions … no matter how insignificant I may feel they are in the big picture

· I say that He is worthy … not me

· when I serve, I am acting out my declaration of God’s worth to me

· seems like it might be similar to James’ connection of faith and works

3.2 For Life
Listen for the responses generated by worship.
Psalm 100:3-4 (NIV) Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. [4] Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. 
What do you think the psalmist meant when he said Know that the Lord is God?

· you acknowledge that He is God

· you confess that you are not
· you let Him be your Lord (remember, you cannot respond to His command with, 
“NO, Lord”)

· you let Him be in charge
The Hebrew word used for “know” suggests the kind of knowledge that comes from experience.  How do your experiences help you know that the Lord is God?

· God worked things out, God provided in ways that could only be His working

· God answered prayer in ways that could not be man at work

· even the doctor admitted that the healing was beyond anything he (the doctor) had anything to do with

· help came from sources that could only have been prompted by God
How does the psalm writer describe the relationship God has with His followers?
· He is our creator, He made us

· we belong to Him … we are His people

· we are the sheep of His pasture

What was the psalmist trying to convey by referring to us as the sheep of God’s pasture?

· we are helpless and ignorant like sheep

· we need the protection and provision provided by our Heavenly Shepherd

· recall some of the ministrations of the Shepherd described in Psalm 23

So what are the responses specified as we acknowledge God as Lord?

· enter His gates, His presence with thanksgiving

· enter His courts with praise

· give thanks to Him

· praise His name

How does thanking God and praising Him change our attitudes and actions?

· makes us realize who is really in charge
· always reminded of His power, His authority, His love for us

· trust Him more

· have a desire to obey

· realize His power at work in me to enable that obedience

· desire to minister in His name

3.3 For His Goodness
Listen for attributes of God.
Psalm 100:5 (NIV)    For the Lord is good and his love endures forever;    his faithfulness continues through all generations.
Let’s enumerate the characteristics of God listed here.

· God is good

· He is love

· He is eternal … these qualities endure forever

· God is faithful

· God is consistent in these qualities … from one generation to another

Contrast these qualities … how does the world sometimes see God?
·  “the Man upstairs”

· a universal policeman

· ready to clobber you if you misstep or rebel in any way

· an old Guy in white robes, with flowing beard, setting on a throne 
· not always too with it or too concerned about you personally

( God is good … His commands are for our good and for His glory!

How do God’s goodness, His love and faithfulness motivate us to obedience?

· if God has been so good to me, my response (along with worship) is submission

· I want to show my praise by doing what He says
· He loved me enough to die for me, I can certainly dedicate my life to Him

· I respond to His faithfulness in kind … I will be faithful to Him
We see in Psalm 100,  the commands to worship, to  praise  and to give thanks.  What is the difference (if any)?

· we thank God for what He has done, what He has provided

· we worship God for who He is

· to worship is to declare His “worth-ship”

· we praise Him for both … what He has done and who He is

Let’s create an acrostic with the word THANKS.  Create a phrase or word using each letter that express what you are thankful for.  Work together with the person next to you and we’ll share after a few minutes.
Taking care of me, Telling me of His love, Taking away my sins

He loves me, Helping me cope, Healing

Always faithful, Amazing, Awesome

Never late, New each day, Nurturing

Keeps on loving me, 

Salvation, Sanctification, Scripture 
4. Application
4.1 The Lord is due our worship
· Joy and gladness of heart ought to mark our worship and service to the Lord

· Declare the worth of the Lord to someone this week

4.2 God is the one authority over all things
· He is the all-powerful creator who gives us life

· At the same time, as His people He wants us to come into His presence 

· When you come to Him, give Him thanks, sing His praise, bless His name
4.3 God is good … merciful … faithful
· These qualities (and many others) are the source of unending joy and gladness to those who know Him

· Share knowing the Lord and share the joy and gladness that He provides in your life this week

With gladness
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