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Stick to God’s Plan

1. Motivate

What were some rules your parents made that you knew not to question?

· you don’t go to that place

· you don’t play with those kids

· never go out onto the ice when the lake freezes over

· you will not go to these kind of activities

What are some non-negotiable rules employers usually establish for employees?

· you punch the clock only for yourself

· you must show your lunch box to the guard on your way out

· you must wear your ID badge

2. Transition

Joshua and the people of Israel were told to “fight” in a certain way.

· It didn’t seem like the normal way to conquer a city

· Today we look at how and why we should keep doing exactly what God tells us to do
3. Bible Study

3.1 Do What God Says
Listen for a number repeated.
Joshua 6:1-5 (NIV)  Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one came in. 2  Then the LORD said to Joshua, "See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men. 3  March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days.  4  Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams' horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 5  When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man straight in."
What suggests that the king and other inhabitants of Jericho were concerned about an attack by the Israelites?

· was “tightly shut up”

· no one went in, no one came out

· they had “battened down the hatches”

What assurance did the Lord give Joshua concerning the attack on Jericho?

· I have delivered Jericho into your hands

· I’ve given you the defeat of both the king and it’s fighting men

What instructions did the Lord give to Joshua about defeating Jericho? (6:2-5)
· march around the city once with all the army

· do this for six days

· have seven priests carry rams horn trumpets in front of the ark

· on 7th day, march around seven times with priests blowing trumpets

· then they sound a long blast and people shout

If you were a military planner, how might you have decided to overcome the city?

· tunnel under, or build a ramp over, or attack with ladders

· build siege engines (catapults, rams)

· surround them and starve them out
If Joshua had come to you as a group of military leaders with these instructions, how would you  have felt – what was hopeless about their situation?

· he’s crazy

· this will never work

· this is a tough city

· they’ll just laugh at us

· is he sure God told him this?

· what is going to make the walls fall down … the shout??

What number did you see repeated? List all the occurrences of this number.

· number 7

· 7 priests

· 7 trumpets

· 7 days

· 7 times on 7th day

Consider  the significance of “seven”.

· Seven is the number of completeness and perfection (both physical and spiritual). 
· It derives much of its meaning from being tied directly to God’s creation of all things.
What elements of the strategy that indicate this was not just a military strike but a religious function designed to honor the Lord?

· the sevens

· no traditional weapons

· presence of the priests

· presence of the ark of the covenant

· no traditional military movements, military strategy

Why do you think God chose this method for the Israelites to win the battle against the people of Jericho? 
· they learn to depend on Him

· they learn that God’s power is at work in their lives

· they learn not to depend on themselves

· they learn the extent of God’s power
What does this tell us about how all our battles should ultimately honor the Lord?

· too often we launch our own “strategy” for dealing with some issue in our lives

· first go to God, tell Him your issues

· tell Him you are trusting Him for guidance, for a miracle, even

· allow God’s indwelling Spirit to guide your thoughts, your decisions

· be sure to praise and thank Him as answers and solutions come

3.2 Be Persistent
Listen for further details.
Joshua 6:12-16 (NIV)  Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 13  The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before the ark of the LORD and blowing the trumpets. The armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the LORD, while the trumpets kept sounding. 14  So on the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. They did this for six days. 15  On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times in the same manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times. 16  The seventh time around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the people, "Shout! For the LORD has given you the city!
 What expansions, clarifications, or differences in the plan are evident in these verses?

· placement of different people

· armed men first, 7 priests with trumpets, ark of the Lord, rear guard followed

· trumpets sounding as they go

What kind of response could have been happening inside the city of Jericho?

· standing on the walls yelling, laughing

· puzzlement

· fear  (what evidence from other passages in Joshua might suggest this? Rahab’s comments to the spies)

· confidence, boredom
What kind of doubts might have been going through the minds of the Israelites?

· what is this accomplishing?

· what a way to run a war

· we’re becoming a laughingstock

Why do you think God required the 7 day process?

· 7 days of obedience demonstrated their full faith

· faith must be a persistent thing, otherwise it is not faith, 

· otherwise it is conditioned response – like Pavlov’s dogs

· although mature faith will become a conditioned mindset – no matter what the situation – our response is to trust God and obey

· but that maturity comes through repeated persistence

Consider “unconditional obedience” …

· Trains us to see things differently, to look away from the fear of obstacles

· Shapes our hearts to trust God in the face of our own inadequacy or doubt

· Releases us from relying on our own strength and encourages us to rely on God

Agree or disagree … “Partial obedience to God is still obedience to God”

	It’s still obedience …
	It isn’t really obedience …

	· may involve several days, first day is first part of the obedience

· 3 out of 4 is 75%, that’s passing

· “I’m on a learning curve”
	· 100% obedience is obedience

· anything less is disobedience


3.3 Claim the Victory
Listen for final results.
Joshua 6:20 (NIV)   When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so every man charged straight in, and they took the city.
What did the people do when they heard the trumpet blast?

· trumpets sounded

· people gave a loud shout

· wall collapsed

· everyone charged straight in

What was the advantage to victory that came by the walls falling flat?

· they could charge in over the walls

· didn’t have to fight their way in through a narrow gateway

· didn’t have to do a charge up and over the walls
What does this story teach us about the type of person God uses to accomplish His plans? 
· obedient

· persistent

· trusting God

· do it God’s way
When have you seen group obedience result in group victory?

· running a play in a sports game

· everyone goes in the direction and sequence of the design of the play

· results in a score

· running a business

· everyone carries out their responsibilities

· business succeeds, makes a profit

In what area of your life would you like to see the “walls come tumbling down”?

· victory over a specific sin

· rebellious child submits to God, to parental authority

· health struggle

· trouble with neighbors

· problematic work situation

· relationship issues 

· student struggling with school

What could you do to follow the pattern of the victory at Jericho

· pray for a time for 6 days in a row

· tell God you are trusting for His presence and power

· meditate on His Word, His promises

· praise Him with hymns and praise songs (if you can’t sing, read and think about the lyrics) 
4. Application
4.1 Take the first step
· Persistent obedience by taking that initial step to obey

· Pray for strength to keep doing what God is calling you to do

4.2 Keep going
· Write down what God is calling you to do each day as part of your daily devotional time.

· Pray for the grace to continue obeying God in this matter each day

· Trust God and keep doing what He tells you to do
4.3 Model persistence
· A life spent following Christ can be a model for younger  people

· Demonstrate the benefits of persistently obeying God

· Discuss with your church staff ways in which your group could help minister to younger believers in this way
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