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Stand for the Lord

1. Motivate

Who were some of the most “worshiped” musicians in your younger years? today?
· Elvis

· The Beetles

· Sinatra

· Rolling Stones

· Dolly Parton

· Johnny Cash

· Bon Jovi, 

· U2, 

· Elton John, 

· Billy Joel, 

· Beach Boys

2. Transition

We can worship lots of different kinds of things or people …

Today ( we look at how Moses reacted when the  Israelites started to worship a golden calf!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Intercede on Behalf of Others
Listen for how Moses debated with God.
Exodus 32:7-14 (NIV) Then the Lord said to Moses, "Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. [8] They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.' [9] "I have seen these people," the Lord said to Moses, "and they are a stiff-necked people. [10] Now leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation." [11] But Moses sought the favor of the Lord his God. "O Lord," he said, "why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? [12] Why should the Egyptians say, 'It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth'? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. [13] Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: 'I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.' " [14] Then the Lord relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. 
Moses had been on the mountain, meeting with God for 40 days to receive His instructions for the new nation.  What kinds of things would you expect or hope believers would be doing during such an important time?

· resting up from their escape from Egypt

· watching for Moses to come back

· standing in awe at the mountain … thunder and lightning?  wind?  bright light?

· discussing how God had rescued them miraculously 

· anticipating how God might be going to guide them in the future

· prayer?   worship?  thanksgiving?
According to verses 7 and 8, what did God relate to Moses about the Israelite people?

· they have become corrupt

· they have quickly turned away from my commands

· they’ve made a calf idol

· they’ve bowed down to it, sacrificed to it

· they claim it is the God who brought them out of Egypt

According to verses 9 and 10 what was God’s opinion of the people … what was his intent for them?
· they are a stiff-necked people – stubborn, hard to lead

· now let me alone … my anger is going to destroy them

· I’m going to start all over with you, Moses

Why does verse 10 make Christians today uncomfortable?
· it reads like a pouting, angry child who is unhappy with the sand castle he built … “leave me alone, I’m going to smash it”

· how can a loving God be angry

· we’re not supposed to be angry … why is it OK for God

· He’s going to wipe them out … how is that right?

What kinds of behavior do you think would make God mad these days?

· when we are too busy to worship Him, when we ignore Him

· when we blow a lot of money on ourselves, but fail to tithe

· when we claim to be Christians but live like the world

· when we refuse to pay attention to what He has said to us

What arguments does Moses use in verses 11 and 12 to get God to “change His mind,” too relent.

· why should you be angry with the people you rescued from slavery out of Egypt

· you rescued them with great power, with a mighty hand

· if you destroy us, Egypt will conclude you helped us escape, just to destroy us – that you rescued us with evil intent

What plea does he make in verse 13?

· please turn from your anger

· relent, do not bring disaster on your people

· remember your promises to Abraham, Isaac, Israel

· you promised their descendants will be numerous

· you promised them a new land, an permanent inheritance
Verse 14 says that God relented and did not bring the disaster He threatened.  Why do you think did this?
· certainly Moses’ argument made sense

· maybe it was just because Moses asked!!

· if Moses hadn’t pled with God, the destruction may well have taken place

How is Moses’ response to God a challenge to believers today?

· we can intercede for people who are living in sin and bringing destruction upon themselves

· we can plead with God to intervene, to help them 

· we can ask God to bring circumstances to their lives to prompt them to repent, to confess

· we can entreat God to rescue them from themselves, from sin’s hold on their lives

3.2 Confront the Sin
Listen for Moses’ response to the people.
Exodus 32:15-20 (NIV) Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. [16] The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. [17] When Joshua heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, "There is the sound of war in the camp." [18] Moses replied: "It is not the sound of victory, it is not the sound of defeat; it is the sound of singing that I hear." [19] When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the mountain. [20] And he took the calf they had made and burned it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink it. 
What kind of sound did Joshua say he heard in the camp? 

· people were shouting

· sounded like a war

What did Moses hear and then see?

· not the sound of a war victory celebration

· not the sound of a lament of defeat

· sounds more like singing

· saw the calf idol

· saw the dancing

Moses had been in the presence of God for 40 days.  How do you think his time alone with God impacted His response to what he finds?
· must have been appalled, angered, full of rage
· it was a mental or spiritual whiplash

· a total contrast – God’s holiness vs. their debauchery 

· he saw no reverence, fear, awe of God 

· that would have scared him, cause him to fear for their very existence

Why do you think Moses made such a scene – breaking the tablets, burning the calf, making them drink water with the ashes?

· to get their attention

· to impress upon them the seriousness of their behavior

· to somehow convey God’s anger to them

How might God get our attention or make an impression upon us today when we offend Him?

· allow sickness, loss, tragedy

· bring someone (like Moses) to personally confront us 

· speak to us through a specific sermon or Bible lesson

How do you think the Israelites felt about Moses’ angry demonstration?

· no doubt got their attention

· began to dawn on them how terrible they had acted

· they should have started “trembling in their boots”

3.3 Call for a Return to God
Listen for Moses’ plea.
Exodus 32:25-26 (NIV)    Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get out of control and so become a laughingstock to their enemies. [26] So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said, "Whoever is for the Lord, come to me." And all the Levites rallied to him. 

What was happening, even after the tablet smashing and the calf burning?
· people were running wild

· KJV says they were running naked (literally or figuratively?)

· they had become a laughingstock to their enemies

Why do you think people sometimes continue in their sin, even after seeing it’s destructive effects?

· they don’t know how to change

· they are in denial, “it’s not as bad as it looks”

· sin has enslaved them 

· it is affecting their perception, their decision making processes

Moses asked the people to make a public stand for the Lord.  What keeps some Christians from taking a public stand for what is right?
· inconvenience

· afraid of what others will think

· lack of commitment

· don’t seem to have the perception of God’s holiness vs. sin’s awfulness

· unwilling to confront sin in their own lives, let alone other people’s sin

· I might think “I’m only one person … what difference can that make?”

How can we fight the feeling that nothing we do will make a difference?

· remember that Moses was one person

· he appealed to God and it had an effect

· we cannot know the long range effect our standing up for what is right could have on those who see/hear it

· our children and grandchildren will see us making and declaring the right choices – it will make an impact on their lives

What can we do to resist the lure of popular opinion in the face of doing what is right?

· fill your mind with what God says, what God wants

· ask God to shape and mold your thinking in the right direction

· ask God for courage and wisdom to make right choices 

· ask Him for the strength to stand by those right choices

4. Application
4.1 Believers need to pray for one another
· Who do you know that seems to be refusing to heed God’s directions?

· They might deserve God’s judgment

· Despite that, you can stand before God and plead for them through intercessory prayer

4.2 Godly people are shocked when they realize the results of sin – in the lives of others, in their own lives
· Allow the Spirit of God to convict/convince you of failures in your own life

· Be willing to lovingly confront someone (very carefully) who is in rebellion against God

· Be ready to help them through a time of repentance and renewal
4.3 Sin results in people being out of control
· God calls us to appeal to sinners to come to Him

· Stand for what is right when others around you are out of control

· Encourage others to stand with you
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