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Recognize God’s Gift

1. Motivate

What are some ways that words are different from visual images?
	Words
	Visual Images

	· descriptive detail

· portray emotion

· can relate a conversation

· enable you to build a visual image in your mind

· necessary for precise meanings of legal documents
	· show color, texture

· picture worth 1000 words

· can communicate great detail

· can show relationships (like an “exploded” drawing of mechanical object)


2. Transition

Today we look at how John combined these concepts
· Jesus was visually seen (and heard) by people

· John referred to Him as the “Logos,” the Word … an expression of God, Himself

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Is Completely God
If someone asked you who Jesus Christ is, how would you respond?

· Son of God

· Messiah

· one of the members of the Trinity (Father, Son,  Holy Spirit)

How might an unbeliever describe Him ?
· a great moral teacher

· a prophet

· an important person in history

( How you see and understand Jesus is the most important decision in life.
Listen for words and phrases which speak to the identity of Jesus.

John 1:1-4 (NIV)    In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] He was with God in the beginning.   [3] Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. [4] In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

John uses the Greek word logos which is translated “the Word” to refer to Jesus.  What statements does he make about “The Word”?

· He was in the beginning

· He was with God

· He was God

· through Him all things were made

· He is the source of light and life

· the Word became flesh, a human
Why do you think John used the concept “Word” to identify Jesus?

· Jesus communicates to us about God – what He is like

· Jesus reveals God

· Jesus is God’s teaching to us – in the flesh

John says in verse 4, In him was life.  What are some ways in which Jesus gives us life?

· salvation

· abundant living John 10:10 (KJV)  … I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 

· physical life – miracle of physical birth, 
· physical healing

· rescue, protection from fatal injury
· a reason to live, meaning to life

How has Jesus been light to you?

· conviction to reveal my sins

· Jesus’ teachings reveal His loving care

· learn new lessons of how to live

· guidance in life – help in seeing the right decisions

What were some things that occupied a large portion of your time and efforts in the past week?

· work

· parenting

· TV

· commuting

· talking on the phone

· playing computer games

· hobby activities

John was writing about the physical “dwelling” of  Christ living among us.  According to Col. 1:27 (NIV) “ … Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Paul spoke of Christ dwelling in believers by His Spirit.

How might intentional surrender to the indwelling Christ have changed the events we listed above?

· less entertainment

· more investment in eternal activities

· more reaching out to others

What are some ways we can be more intentional in our surrender to the Spirit of Christ who lives within us?

· tell Him so each day

· ask Him for wisdom and strength to make right choices

· daily read God’s words to you in the scriptures

· tell Him your problems, your joys, your desires

· learn to do so moment by moment … don’t wait for a specific time or place

3.2 Jesus Is Completely Man
Listen for an ironic tragedy.
John 1:10-11 (NIV)   He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. [11] He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  …  [14]    The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.   [15] John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' "  
The passage points out that the world neither recognized nor received Jesus.  What would make someone turn down Jesus?

· didn’t want to change the status quo

· don’t want to admit their need for Jesus
· they have idols in their lives, replacements for Jesus

· unable to distinguish between true and false teachers

· unable to make the connection between prophecies about the Messiah and Jesus when He came

· Jewish people of Jesus’ day had misunderstandings of the nature of the Messiah

C.S. Lewis points out three possibilities about Jesus’ claims

· He was a God as He said He was

· He was a liar

· He was a lunatic

Why could he make that statement?  Why could Jesus not be merely a good teacher or prophet?

· if you claim to be God it’s either true or not

· if it’s not, then you are intentionally deceiving people or you are crazy

· if it’s true then you are far more than  just a teacher or prophet.

In vs. 14, John declared “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”

How is Jesus being completely human more significant than God the Son simply taking human form?

· if He was just a man, He could not die for our sins

· if He was not a man, He could not live a human life and live without sin

· as a man he could understand our struggles, our problems, our joys

( He had to be both God and man … equally and totally

How should this truth that God the son came to earth as a human being affect the way we live?
· when we struggle with a sin, ask Jesus to show you how He would have handled it

· remember that He knows how we are feeling – talk to Him about that

· thank Him for His willingness to give up Heaven to come and be our Savior

3.3 Jesus Is Completely Necessary
Listen for what John says about being God’s child.
John 1:12-13 (NIV)   Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- [13] children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. …  [16]  From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. [17] For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. [18] No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known. 

According to this passage, what is the benefit of receiving or believing in the Word? 

· the right to become children of God

· not just a human relationship

· rather a God-man relationship
· not a physical birth, rather a spiritual birth … “born of God”

What are your thoughts about the statement that “God has no grandchildren”?

· you cannot be God’s child just because your parents are

· you must receive Christ as savior as an act of your own personal will

· growing up in a Christian home points you in the right direction

· a Christian home fosters the desire to know Jesus

· yet it is still a personal decision for each individual

According the passage, what did God give us through Jesus? 

· we’ve never actually seen God

· but Jesus the Messiah was seen and known as a human person

· Jesus has made known God the Father to us

How did Jesus reveal God’s glory to us?

· the Love He showed those He dealt with

· the miracles He performed

· the Truth He taught

· the love He showed by dying on the cross – taking our punishment for our sinfulness

· the resurrection from the dead, conquering death to give us new life

How do these revelations affect our daily lives?

· we can depend on God’s power at work in our lives
· we can know those same truths that Jesus communicated
· our lives can take a new direction when we receive God’s salvation

What are some things we can do to help lost friends and family members overcome their resistance to Jesus as the only way of salvation?

· faithfully pray for them

· include them in your Christmas celebrations – at church, in our homes

· model a life of joy and peace and dependence on God before them

· share your own personal journey of how God made/makes a difference your life
4. Application
4.1 The Word of God was preexistent
· The Word (Jesus, the Messiah) was the divine agent in creation

· Allow Him to bring  light and life to your life this Christmas season
4.2 Receiving Jesus involves personal trust and commitment
· Who do you know who needs to believe in Jesus and experience a new birth?
· Pray for people you know who need to see the Baby Jesus also as their Savior

· Invite them to a Christmas celebration you will attend this season
4.3 Faith in Christ is necessary for, is the only way to salvation
· When you receive Christ as your own personal savior, you become a Child of God

· A child of God seeks to please his Savior – what new commitments will you make to Jesus this Christmas season?
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