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Overcome Hard Times

1. Motivate

What is your number one survival tip to prepare for a crisis?

· buy low, sell high

· stockpile food

· chocolate

· claim the 2nd amendment, right to be armed

· be prayed up

· memorize scripture

· trust God

2. Transition

A tragedy or crisis can happen at any time …

· Many times we are unprepared for such a crisis, but God is never surprised

· Today we look at the fact that God has a plan to see you through any crisis

3. Bible Study

3.1 Problems Don’t Surprise God
Listen for God’s plan for Egypt.
Genesis 41:28-32 (NIV)     "It is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do. [29] Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt, [30] but seven years of famine will follow them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land. [31] The abundance in the land will not be remembered, because the famine that follows it will be so severe. [32] The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon. 

What did Joseph tell Pharaoh about his dreams? 

· God has shown you what He is about to do

· 7 years of abundance, followed by 7 years famine

· famine will ravage the land, most severe

· God gave you the dream twice to emphasize it is a sure and certain thing

What words and phrases tell you about to whom Joseph gave credit concerning his interpretation of the dreams?

· God has shown

· firmly decided by God

· God will do it soon

In what ways do we see the activity of God in these verses?

· gave the dream to Pharaoh

· provided an interpreter of the dream, Joseph

· this was all set up so the descendants of Abraham, the line of patriarch would be preserved

· Israel’s line would live on and not perish in the famine

· God put Joseph in the right place at the right time

Besides being active, what other truths about God do you see here?

· God is in control

· God speaks to people directly

· God is at work in controlling history to accomplish His purposes

· God has an overall plan, even plans within plans

· His attributes … wisdom, power, authority, love, righteousness/justice

Why was God not surprised by the turn of events that were about to occur in Egypt?

· He had things planned out all along

· He works through individuals to shape and mold history

· He can do this, even though we are all acting of our own volition, our own wills

· God does not have a plan B, He can and does accomplish His will no matter what our actions are

What does God’s warning tell us about His character?

· He loves His people and wants to provide and protect

· He works even in and through the lives of unbelievers to accomplish His purposes

· His omnipotence, His sovereignty

· men may try to thwart God but ultimately He will rule, His will is accomplished

What are some ways God communicates to us today?

· God’s Word as we read it

· preaching and teaching

· sometimes dreams

· guidance and counsel from others

· He opens and closes doors of opportunity

3.2 God Has a Plan
Listen for Joseph’s advice to Pharaoh.
Genesis 41:33-36 (NIV)      "And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge of the land of Egypt. [34] Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the seven years of abundance. [35] They should collect all the food of these good years that are coming and store up the grain under the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food. [36] This food should be held in reserve for the country, to be used during the seven years of famine that will come upon Egypt, so that the country may not be ruined by the famine." 

What did Joseph tell Pharaoh he should do in light of his dreams?

· find a discerning and wise administrator

· appoint a team of commissioners

· stockpile 20% of the harvest during the 7 years of abundance

· store it for distribution (and sale) during the 7 years of famine

· this will save the country

Why might Pharaoh have not wanted advice from Joseph?

· Joseph is fresh out of prison

· may still have been wearing prison clothes

· he was not Egyptian … spoke with a Hebrew accent, maybe even had different physical characteristics


Why do you think Joseph felt such confidence?

· he knew God had communicated this

· he had faith in God’s wisdom at work in his life

· God gave him the wisdom

· God had accomplished the success in his life

In what ways might God give us a clear picture of what to do in a crisis situation?

· guide our thoughts

· open and close doors of opportunity

· give us the wisdom to live by His principles

· emphasize in our minds the good sense thing to do

· bring to our thoughts ideas of solutions to problems

When we don’t have a clear picture from God, how can we actively pursue His solution?

· live according to the principles we do know from scripture

· list possible choices

· pray over them

· tell God you are trusting Him to guide your thinking

· once you make a choice trust God to accomplish what needs to happen

· be ready to change your plan if God shuts the door

Which do you find more challenging?  Pursue and possibly wait for God’s plan or obey once you know what the plan is?  Why?

	Pursue and wait is harder because …
	Obey God’s plan is harder because …

	· frustrating not knowing what to do

· hard to figure out the right thing

· so many choices, so little time

· you need to decide NOW

· I have no idea what to do
	· I can see that’s the right thing, but it’s really hard to do

· there’s a big obstacle to be overcome if that’s going to happen

· how can God ever take care of that problem?

· that’s not the plan I wanted


3.3 Work God’s Plan
Listen for how Joseph’s plan worked.
Genesis 41:46-49 (NIV)      Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from Pharaoh's presence and traveled throughout Egypt. [47] During the seven years of abundance the land produced plentifully. [48] Joseph collected all the food produced in those seven years of abundance in Egypt and stored it in the cities. In each city he put the food grown in the fields surrounding it. [49] Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was so much that he stopped keeping records because it was beyond measure. 

What do we learn about Joseph’s activities implementing the plan he had proposed to Pharaoh?

· a busy 7 hears

· traveled around administering the stockpiling

· made sure the 20% surplus was stored up

· it was quite a successful process

· the surplus was more than they could keep track of

What can we learn from Joseph’s plan to guide Egypt through the years of abundance and famine?

· our economy will go through cycles also (maybe not 7 years)

· as God blesses with a good year, be setting aside a reserve

· don’t blow all your money just because you have a little extra

· bad times and good times come, 

· use the good times to have a reserve and prepare for crisis situations

How do you think God is preparing our church for present and future challenges?

· provides us with surplus that we could save both for our own personal future needs as well as being generous in God’s work

· lots of opportunities all around us to share the Gospel … individually, as a church

· God brings the right people along in both leadership and in various ministry roles

· God prepares our hearts and minds

How should we live our lives so that those around will view us as people in whom the Spirit of God dwells?

· be daily reading what God has said and applying it to your own life

· have daily conversations with God

· demonstrate God’s wisdom by your attitudes and actions

· live according to God’s principles

· be willing to share the principles of wisdom that God gives us

In what way can you inject God’s wisdom in the advice you give to people?

· share lessons God has taught you

· show God’s love along with any advice God gives

· relate how you had a similar problem and how God got you through it

· know God’s principles and be able to apply them to life in our culture and society

· pray for wisdom as you are a witness to God’s working in your life

4. Application
4.1 Look back.
· This week take some time each day to write down ways  God has seen you through various crises over the years

· Thank Him for the ways He has been at work in  your life

4.2 Look Ahead.
· In your daily prayer time, ask God to help you identify what He has placed at your disposal to help you through a current or potential crisis

· Keep a journal of what you learn

· Ask God to make good use of the resources and gifts He has given you
4.3 Look Around.
· Make yourself available to others.

· Ask God to make you sensitive to those around you who are in difficulty or crisis.

· Use what God has given you to help and support them until the crisis has passed.
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