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Our Work with Creation

1. Motivate

What chores were you responsible for when you were growing up?

· wash, dry dishes

· tend the garden

· bring in firewood

· help tend the farm animals

· milk the cows

· shovel snow

· rake leaves

· mow the yard

· feed the dog/cat/bird

· wash windows

· run the sweeper

· take care of younger siblings

2. Transition

You may or may not look back fondly on your childhood chores.

· Maybe you appreciated being given certain grown up responsibilities.

· Today we consider that God has given us responsibility … over His creation.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Be Good Stewards
Listen for a different kind of “sabbath”.
Leviticus 25:1-3 (NIV) 1  The LORD said to Moses on Mount Sinai, 2  "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'When you enter the land I am going to give you, the land itself must observe a sabbath to the LORD. 3  For six years sow your fields, and for six years prune your vineyards and gather their crops.
Who is the authority behind this message?

· the LORD

· Jehovah God

· the Creator God

· the God Who IS

· the owner of creation

What implications did this message have for Israel’s future?

· God had plans for them

· they would receive land as a gift from God

· it still would belong to God

· they would be stewards of that gift

What major principle of stewardship is evident in these instructions?

· it’s like an owner’s manual

· here’s how to take care of the land I’m going to give you

· use it this way and it will work better for you

· here’s a lesson in land management

What comes to mind when you see the word “sabbath”?

· we might tend to think of Sunday as being the “Sabbath”

· or we think it is the 7th day of the week (our Saturday) for Jewish worshipers

· a term used to describe a day of rest or worship

· sometimes people are given a “sabbatical” from academic responsibilities

· you might think of the heavy metal band, “Black Sabbath”

(  Actually “sabbath”  means “rest”

What are some consequences you have seen of abusing the earth?

· erosion

· crops do not contain sufficient nutrients

· floods

· forest fires

· ugly litter

· pesticides are washed off the land into rivers and lakes, end up causing problems with our water resources

What do we know today that suggests the benefit of giving the land a “rest” or sabbath?

· allows the land to replenish the nutrients in the soil

· maintains the natural productivity, fertility of the soil

· prevents erosion by leaving roots in the ground to hold the soil in place

· breaking crop pest and disease cycles,
· providing a haven for wildlife.
3.2 Trust in God
Listen for specific instructions.
Leviticus 25:4-5 (NIV) 4  But in the seventh year the land is to have a sabbath of rest, a sabbath to the LORD. Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards. 5  Do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your untended vines. The land is to have a year of rest.
 What “rest” from the land was given?

· a “sabbath"  of rest

· don’t plant or sow the fields

· don’t prune the vineyards

· don’t reap or harvest what grows

Mark Brett has said that, "people have often narrowed creation theology down to the key point which serves human interests: God said ‘subdue the earth’, so let’s get on with it"  How would  you respond to someone who expresses such an attitude?

· subduing the earth does not mean wasting its resources

· it does not mean gouging all the profit you can out of it

· it means more of discovery of what God has created and use it to better our lives (for example the discovery of penicillin.) 

· learn how it works and use it to meant your needs and glorify God

· use what God has provided to spread the Gospel

Consider Ross Langmead’s comment, “the transforming power of the gospel is not just spiritual, and not just social and economic, but also cosmic and environmental. The gospel is bigger than many of us thought!”   Agree or disagree?

	Agree
	Disagree

	· the Gospel/Good News of Jesus redemption applies to all areas of life

· Romans 8:22,23 speak of creation groaning and awaiting redemption

· if the Gospel transforms us, it transforms the way we act … setting aside greed and wasteful attitudes
	· the Gospel is Good News that offers forgiveness of sins

· yes it changes the way we act

· did Jesus also die for the trees or the spotted owl?

· we needed redeeming, not them


Michael Kampff said how we treat the amazing gift of creation is to “cherish, admire, and protect it, and glorify Him by doing so.”  How can we glorify God by both admiring and protecting the creation God has given us?

· recycling is good stewardship

· worship/admire/be in awe of the creator, ahead of the creation

· don’t litter and deface God’s creation

· waste not, want not

· teach children about the glories of God’s creation

Principles that should guide the Christian’s view of the environment.

1. God owns everything. 

2. God created everything and 

3. He sustains it all

If God owns it all, what is our role?

· stewards

· caretakers

· receivers of the bounty

· use God’s creation to glorify Him

· carefully use the resources

· don’t abuse it … “give a hoot, don’t pollute”   “Only you can prevent forest fires”

3.3 Care for Others
Listen for how people are fed in the 7th year.
Leviticus 25:6-7 (NIV) 6  Whatever the land yields during the sabbath year will be food for you--for yourself, your manservant and maidservant, and the hired worker and temporary resident who live among you, 7  as well as for your livestock and the wild animals in your land. Whatever the land produces may be eaten.
How were people to be fed during the sabbatical year?

· live off what grew without formal planting

· grain would grow from seed dropped during previous harvest

· vineyards and orchards would just keep growing and producing fruit

· they could gather what they needed as they needed it

· there was to be no formal harvest to be stockpiled

What do these verses suggest about the scope of God’s care?

· God cares for His people, He provides for them

· God cares about His creation

· He is wise about what He has created 

· He was teaching the people about how His creation worked best

What principle do you see in these verses that encourages you to trust God during lean times?

· there are times when we and/or our situation needs a rest

· there are times when we might not have normal income or supply

· God is aware of our situation

· His sufficiency will take us through those times

What do these commands suggest about faith and obedience?

· obedience requires faith

· they would have to trust God to provide enough of the “volunteer” growth of the fields

· they would also have to trust God that the 6th year would be bountiful enough to provide most of two years of food

What if you are not a farmer, in what ways can you trust God with your livelihood like the Israelites would have to during the sabbath  year?

· tithing

· giving of your time to be involved in ministry

· giving up vacation time or even work time to go on a mission trip

· spending time with your family instead of being a workaholic

· learn not to hoard (sadly, for some this is an addiction)

· forego buying that new car and instead financially support a gospel ministry

4. Application
4.1 Remember that God is your provider
· In your daily routines, be aware of everything you use (food, clothing, fuel, etc.) as a provision from your Creator

· Thank Him

· Pray to wisely use God’s provisions each day

4.2 Evaluate your use of God’s creation

· Remember that God is the owner, you are the steward/manager of His possessions
· Carefully consider how good a job of stewardship you are doing

· Pray about your conclusions, adjust your lifestyle accordingly
4.3 Trusting your Provider
· Pray about what you could give up in order to be a blessing to someone in desperate need

· Make yourself available to do whatever God asks of you
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