3/20/2016
Our Need for Protection

1. Motivate

When have you felt protected during a strange or scary situation?

· in a nice warm house during a blizzard

· high and dry during a hurricane

· able to drive away from an accident that happened around us

· safe and snug in a tornado shelter while the storm raged around us

· tucked in a warm bed while visiting grandparents

· zipped into a warm sleeping bag on a camping trip

2. Transition

Today we look at ultimate  protection
·  Jesus is our Good Shepherd

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Is the Gate
Listen for a contrast.
John 10:7-10 (NIV)  Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8  All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9  I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
Jesus said He was the “gate” for the sheep.  How could the shepherd be the “gate” for the sheep?

· fenced in area or small stone corral

· shepherd placed himself in the  opening

· acted as the gate

· attackers couldn’t get in past him

· sheep couldn’t escape out past him

What is the significance or purpose of a door or a gate?

· keeps what’s inside, inside

· keeps what’s outside, outside

· person in charge of the door/gate can control who comes in, goes out

How has Jesus been like a “gate” in your life? 

· protected me in times of danger

· give assurance of His protection

· provided needs in time of want

· guidance, show the way to go

· remind me of the safety of His presence

What did Jesus say would be the result of entering through Him? 

· safe place to be, once past the shepherd, inside the gate

· shepherd leads out to pasture

· leads in to safety
How did Jesus contrast His coming with the coming of a thief?  
· thief comes to steal, kill, destroy

· Jesus comes to give life, abundant life

What are some common “thieves and robbers” in our lives?

· people who try to con us

· worry

· anger

· temptation

· bad health

· family squabbles

· worldly “entertainment”

How would a thief prey on a “flock” of believers?  What would such a thief try to steal?

· our faith

· our peace

· our health or safety

· our joy

· a loved one who is near to making a profession of faith

· cause disagreement amongst a congregation … instigate division, conflict

What do you think it means to “find pasture?”  How has Jesus provided “pasture” for you?

· daily supply of all your needs

· peace and calm in the midst of life’s turmoil

· spiritual sustenance

· safety, even though surrounded by threats to spiritual life

· provide a job, just when I need it

· open doors of opportunity at just the right time

· provide help from other believers when in need

Why might unbelievers not see Christians as not having “life abundant” or “life to the full?”

· see Christianity as a bunch of  “don’ts”

· they don’t see believers who are experiencing the “life to the full” that Jesus intended

· we don’t allow God to work in our lives to give us abundance

· we are not trusting God for the abundance He intends for us to have

· we are not following God’s direction of our lives and missing out on that abundance He intends

( Experiencing God’s abundance will require our faith in and obedience of the Lord

3.2 Jesus Is the Good Shepherd
Listen for another “I am”.
John 10:11-13 (NIV)   "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12  The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13  The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
What differences do you see between the shepherd and the hired hand?

	Shepherd
	Hired Hand

	· owns the sheep

· lays down, risks his life for sheep

· cares for the sheep

· protects the sheep in danger
	· only works for salary, does not have ownership interest

· abandons the sheep when danger comes, runs away

· allows sheep to be attacked

· cares nothing for the sheep


When have you felt spiritually attacked and in need of  “Good Shepherd” protection?

· angry about something

· in fear for someone’s spiritual condition

· a sequence of events seem to bring confusion and harm to family, friends

· not knowing what to do, what decision to make in a crisis

· feel like evil is attacking you and/or your family personally

What tempts people to follow a stranger? Why? 
· like a kidnapper who offers candy

· when lied to … “Your mommy wanted me to give you a ride home”

· the stranger offers something that looks good

· desire for excitement

· stupidity, ignorance

How can we better hear and know the voice of Jesus, our Good Shepherd? 
· daily communication with God

· read what He says … apply it to our lives

· talk to Him

· tell Him your worries, your problems

· tell Him of your trust in Him

· thank Him for His provision and protection

· ask Him for guidance
How can you be a good earthly shepherd to those in your spiritual care?

· willing to risk your life for your “sheep”

· live according to God’s Word

· depend on God’s Holy Spirit to minister to them

3.3 Jesus Secures Eternally
Consider the following names … 
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George W. Bush

· Franklin Graham

Do you know these people?

· Tony Romo

· Glenn Beck

Show us some pictures from your wallets … how well do you know these people?

· we know them because of a personal relationship, they’re important in our lives

Now consider how well the shepherd knows his sheep …

John 10:14-15 (NIV)   "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- 15  just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep.  … 27  My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.  28  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  29  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.  30  I and the Father are one."
What type of relationship did Jesus say He had with His sheep?  
· He knows His sheep

· His sheep know Him

· similar to Jesus’ relationship with God the Father

· willing to lay down His life for the sheep
What blessing does the Good Shepherd give to those who follow Him?

· eternal life

· never perish

· cannot be snatched out of Jesus’ hand

· cannot be snatched from the hand of God the Father

· under protection of God’s power, authority, love

What makes Christians question their security in Christ?

· Jesus’ protection

· Jesus gives eternal life, eternal union with God

· Jesus guarantees His sheep will never perish

· no one can snatch them out of Jesus’ hand of protection

What is our role in accessing and benefiting from Jesus’ protection?

· stay with our Good Shepherd

· follow His guidance

· continue to live by faith in who Jesus is, what He has promised

· obedience, submission


Application
Turn to Jesus

· If you have never placed your trust in Christ to receive eternal life, do so today

· Receive forgiveness of sins and the peace of knowing Jesus’ security

Give your fear to Jesus

· Identify something in your life causing fear or anxiety

· Write it on a piece of paper … with the paper in front of you confess to Jesus this fear and inability to overcome on your own
· Place the fear in His hand by tearing up the paper and throwing it away

Share Jesus

· Ask God to lead you this week to someone who needs to hear the good news that Jesus is our ultimate protection

· Ask God to make you sensitive to the opportunities He will provide

Good Shepherd Crossword 
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Across


2. wolf attacks and scatters the _?_


4. causes hireling to run away


7. I am the _?_ for the sheep


9. knows his sheep


Down


1. my sheep listen to my _?_


3. I give them eternal _?_


5. I and the Father are _?_


6. hired _?_ does not own the sheep


8. comes to steal and kill and destroy


10. they shall never _?_
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