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One Great Commitment

1. Motivate

What are some decisions you have enjoyed making?
· which item to choose off the menu at the fancy restaurant 

· which color the new car would be

· which ride to go on first at Disney World

· when to go on the cruise

· where to go for our vacation

· how long I would sleep in on Saturday

· which pair of new shoes I would wear 

2. Transition

Some decisions are fun to make, some are hard.

· Some decisions are frivolous, others are important and even life changing

· The most important decision is the decision to trust Christ … you must make that decision to be saved.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Salvation Given, Not Earned
Listen for who is zealous.
Romans 10:1-3 (NIV)  Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 2  For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3  Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness.
What was Paul’s greatest desire? 

· for the Israelites, for his Jewish brethren
· that they be saved
Paul said they were zealous for God.  What are some synonyms for “zeal”?
· they were enthusiastic

· keen

· passionate

· fervent

· vehement

· intense … about their relationship to God

What was good, what was bad about the zeal of the Israelites?

	Good Aspects of Zeal
	Bad Aspects of Zeal

	· zealous for God

· sought to establish their own righteousness
	· not based on knowledge

· didn’t know the righteousness that comes from God

· did not submit to God’s righteousness


Where in our culture do we often see zeal without knowledge?
· the protestor at a political rally who says he is for fascism but has no idea what it is

· sports – Monday morning quarterbacks who will tell you exactly why his team lost 

· people claiming to have a good time at a party, but are really harming themselves with their actions

· when you pig out at the pizza buffet and feel miserable afterwards … you didn’t know when to quit

· people who advocate certain policies without realizing how they will end up causing more harm than good

How can a person in today’s world have great zeal for God or religious activities and yet be misguided?

· zeal alone is not enough

· must have that personal relationship with Jesus

· must be guided by Scripture and by the Holy Spirit

· it’s like sincerity … you can be sincere about your beliefs, but be sincerely wrong

· your excitement and business about things religious may have nothing to do with God’s plan for you or for your situation

· you should zealously submit to God’s direction … not just be zealous for sake of being zealous

Why is it so appealing to establish your own standard of righteousness instead of following God’s standard?

· you get to make the definitions of “righteousness”

· those definitions always fit the way you live

· if I set my own standards, I can set them so I always achieve them

· my own standards will be easy to meet

· if I cannot meet some definition of righteousness, I will change the definition

Why will establishing my own standard of righteousness fail?

· it is always far below God’s standard

· my own standard will be inadequate and complete

· in reality, I will often times not even meet my own standard

· my standard doesn’t matter

· it is only God’s definition of righteousness that counts 

3.2 Salvation through Confession, Belief
Listen for what is necessary for salvation.
Romans 10:8b-10 (NIV) The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming:  9  That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.
What were the simple instructions Paul gave regarding personal salvation? (10:9-10) 
· confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord”

· believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead

What are the implications of confessing Jesus as Lord?
· more than just verbally, out loud saying those words

· confessing means agreement with, commitment to that Truth
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choosing to allow God to be the Lord of your life, the boss

Recall the Campus Crusade for Christ diagram about Jesus being Lord of your life.

https://www.cru.org/how-to-know-god/would-you-like-to-know-god-personally.html
What does the dual response of “believe” and “confess” indicate about salvation?

· there is an inward, heart and mind commitment to the Truth of Christ’s work of redemption for you personally
· there is also an outward declaration and life-style choices which demonstrates what you have chosen to believe
What makes it hard for Jews to believe Jesus Christ is the Messiah? 
· someone who  had been crucified must be a really bad person

· they saw the Messiah as a political or military leader

· they anticipated the Messiah as leading them out from under Roman domination

· their idea of the Messiah didn’t fit Jesus who came teaching things that were counter to what the religious leaders taught

· the religious leaders saw Jesus as an opponent or competitor,  they had worries about their own positions

· Jesus seemed to undermine their authority

What hinders non-Jews from believing Jesus Christ is the Lord and Savior of the world?
· requirements to please God are too simplistic … “Just believe???”

· we are conditioned to performance requirements

· many believe they have no need for being “saved” … “I’m a good person”

· others reject outright the concept of Jesus having been raised from the dead

· the Muslim world believes that they alone have “Truth” … all others are infidels  

So if someone is watching us, how would they know that we confess Jesus as Lord?

· here is where “works” come in – they will be the result of our faith, our belief

· Jesus said in John 13:35 (NIV)  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

· we will be motivated by Christ’s love to minister to others around us

3.3 Salvation Available to All
Listen for a promise.
Romans 10:11-13 (NIV)  As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 12  For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13  for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."
What promise is given to anyone who puts his or her faith in Christ?  
· put your trust in Christ

· you will never be put to shame
What distinctions did Paul note in the way that Jews and Gentiles obtain their salvation? 

· no difference

· same Lord is Lord of all

· same Lord richly blesses all who call on Him

· everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved
Racial or ethnic distinctions make no difference to God.   Why do they sometimes still make a difference to us?

· people different from us sometimes make us uncomfortable

· we don’t understand their culture 

· they dress, speak, act different and in our thinking they are either wrong or not as good as us

· we judge their behavior and customs on our norms and standards and decide they are inferior

How can we overcome that kind of bias?

· see them as God sees them

· ask God to give us a love and concern for their souls

· make an effort to learn about them, learn to appreciate some of their culture

· get to know someone of another culture

· if you are not sure of their spiritual condition, get to know them well enough to share the Gospel message with them
How does the gospel transform people’s lives?
· no longer carry a load (emotionally, spiritually) of guilt

· peace with God

· peace within one’s self

· turns people’s lives around

· may result in change of vocation (“let him who stole, steal no more”)

· brings peace and joy to one’s relationships with others

· presence of God’s indwelling Holy Spirit produces Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, self-control, faithfulness
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Application
Accept.
·  If you have not yet believed in and confessed Christ, do so. 
· Trust Him for forgiveness and turn to Him for a new life. 
· Ask your Bible study teacher for help

 Invite. 
· You know others who have not yet trusted in Christ. 
· Invite them to come with you to your Bible study group. 
· Pray that they will see Christ in the Scriptures and in the lives of those who trust Him.

Start. 
· Help launch a new Bible study group with the goal of reaching those not already in a group or in your church. 
· A Bible study group is an excellent way to get people into God’s Word, discuss their questions about faith, and discover the truth of Jesus Christ.
Commitment Word Search

Words are horizontal, vertical, diagonal (but not backwards)

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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