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One Great Task

1. Motivate

When have you been entrusted with an important task?
· cook for the family when mom is gone

· make sure to bring the passports

· first time after you got your license to drive your siblings somewhere

· teach Sunday School class

· have “the talk” with one of your kids

· in charge of an important meeting at work

· make a presentation to a prospective client
· make sure the kids are up and get to school on time
2. Transition

God gives each believer a very important task.

· Each of us must share the gospel.
· Today we look at Paul’s letter to Timothy concerning that responsibility

3. Bible Study

3.1 Share Christ with Others
Who were some of the people who have been faithful in teaching you the truth about God and the gospel?
· parents

· Sunday School teachers

· youth leaders

· teachers in Awana, Campus Crusade for Christ, Intervarsity, etc.

· pastors, evangelists
Listen for Paul’s advice to a young pastor.
2 Timothy 2:1-2 (NIV)  You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2  And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.
Where was Timothy supposed to receive strength for his tasks?

· depend on God’s grace, 

· know that God’s favor provided that strength

· grace is God’s blessing we don’t deserve … but He wants to bless us with strength … whether we deserve it or not

What did Paul encourage Timothy to do with what he had been taught?
· remember what Paul had taught him

· remember the things Paul had preached and taught to different folks during their travels

· you teach those same things

· and you teach them to teach those same things

· almost like he was to work himself out of a job

· leave behind a group of people who would continue to carry on teaching the Gospel message
Suppose someone in Timothy’s church (or your church) said, “I think all ministry should be the job of paid staff of the church.”   What do you think Paul would say about this as he advised Timothy (or us)?

· he wouldn’t agree with this opinion/attitude

· God calls all of us to serve Him

· every believer should be ready to share the Gospel

· God gives spiritual gifts to every believer that he expects us to use for His ministering to one another

· discipling means creating another disciple … training them to be another communicator of the Gospel

3.2 Persevere in Sharing Christ
Listen for examples of perseverance. 
2 Timothy 2:3-7 (NIV)  Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4  No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs--he wants to please his commanding officer. 5  Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules. 6  The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. 7  Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.
 What examples does Paul give of people who persevere and endure?

· soldiers

· athletes

· farmers

How does a soldier limit himself? Why?
· not involved in civilian affairs

· please/obey his commanding officer

· learn to obey quickly and without question

· learn your task, responsibility, job thoroughly

· focus on your responsibility, not distracted with everyday civilian matters

Because … 

· must react both quickly and accurately

· if distracted, may miss an important detail of what must be done

· people’s lives depend on how you respond

· a whole battle might turn one way or another on the particular task for which you are responsible

What must an athlete do in order to win? 

· train long and hard

· make sure to have the proper diet

· give up other things in order to focus on that sport

· build up endurance

· practice your skill repeatedly

· learn to function well as a team

· diligence, self-control, discipline

What are some of the responsibilities of the successful, hardworking farmer?

· know when to plant, when to harvest

· know what crops are best

· work starts early, continues on until late

· sometimes have to work very long hours to finish planting or harvesting when the time is exactly right

· take care of equipment

· keep track of weather which can affect the crops, the livestock

· study new ways of farming, livestock care

What can we learn as God’s witnesses from Paul’s word pictures in these verses … soldiers, athletes, farmers?
· we must be faithful

· we are always learning from God’s Word … new perspectives from old Truth

· faithful Christian service often requires hard work, perseverance

· don’t lose focus on Jesus, don’t get distracted

· keep at it, don’t give up when the going gets hard – practice, practice, practice

· timing … what you say and when you say it in witnessing or discipling is important

· you must often give up activities you might like to do in order to do what God calls you to do
3.3 Focus on Christ
Listen for Paul’s status.
2 Timothy 2:8-10 (NIV) 8  Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9  for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God's word is not chained. 10  Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.
What was Paul’s gospel? 
· who Jesus was/is

· Jesus is the Messiah, the Sent One – a direct descendant from King David as prophesied in the Old Testament

· Jesus died on the cross for our sins, taking the punishment we deserved for our sinfulness

· Jesus rose from the dead, giving us a new spiritual life, an eternal life

What was Paul currently enduring?

· suffering

· chained like a criminal

· under house arrest in Rome

What kinds of things do we sometimes have to suffer or endure as believers?

· people make fun of us

· in today’s culture Christianity is often legally curtailed 

· conservative Christian beliefs are often denigrated, vilified, attacked as “narrow minded” or “hate mongering” 

Why was Paul willing to endure anything?
· for the sake of those who need to hear the Gospel

· for the sake of those who would hear and accept salvation

· a little suffering was nothing compared to the needs of the unsaved around him

What unique opportunities do you have to share the gospel in your spheres of influence?

· people at work

· neighbors

· people you play sports with (or your kids play sports with)

· extended family members

· people you meet where you regularly shop or do business with (restaurants, dry cleaner’s, auto repair, health care, etc.)
What role can our group have in sharing the message of Christ with others?
· go on mission trips

· have a neighborhood block party at one of your homes – include a Christian witness as part of the event

· send young people on mission trips

· sponsor the startup of a new Bible Study group – provide one of our members as the new teacher of the group
· go on prayer walks … ask folks in your neighborhood what they would like you to pray about for them
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Application
Pray. 

· If you’ve never told someone about Christ, begin with prayer. 

· Pray for yourself for boldness and wisdom.

· Pray for an opportunity to share Jesus with someone whom God has prepared.

Invite. 

· Invite others to your Bible study group. 

· Joining a discussion about what the bible says about life is an excellent way for people to be exposed to the gospel and, in turn, give their lives to Christ.

Join. 

· Join a group in your church that regularly engages in evangelistic outreach.

· Consider going on a mission trip for the purpose of sharing the gospel.
Great Task Crossword


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Across


1. strong in the _?_ that is in Christ Jesus


4. persevere with crops, livestock


6. persevere in exercise, practice


9. very important task for every believer


10. I _?_ everything for the sake of the elect








Down


2. Paul's status, like a criminal


3. It is not chained


5. found in Jesus Christ


7. not involved in civilian affairs


8. keep this on Jesus
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