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Make No Excuses

1. Motivate

When have you been asked to handle a task for which you felt unqualified?
· make the bed

· sell something door to door

· get up and make an announcement in front of church

· teach a class

· use the internet

· iron a shirt

· cook a whole meal for the family (easier to go buy pizza)

· fix something on your car

2. Transition

How do you respond in situations like this?
· try to decline the request

· get nervous

· know you’re going to not do well

Today we look at God’s call to Jeremiah.

· Jeremiah wanted to decline

· We look at how God promised sufficiency for the task

3. Bible Study

3.1 God Calls
Listen for Jeremiah’s excuses and God’s responses.
Jeremiah 1:4-8 (NIV) The word of the Lord came to me, saying, [5] "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." [6] "Ah, Sovereign Lord," I said, "I do not know how to speak; I am only a child." [7] But the Lord said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a child.' You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. [8] Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the Lord. 
How did God announce to Jeremiah that he was chosen as a prophet? 

· God spoke to him

· audibly, in a dream ??

· told him God knew him before he was born

· set him apart, chosen, appointed as a prophet to the nations
What was Jeremiah’s assessment of his own abilities in relation to God’s call? 

· I don’t know how to speak

· I’m only a child

How did God respond to Jeremiah’s reservations? 

· don’t say that

· you must go to everyone I send you

· you must say whatever I command

· don’t be afraid

· I am with you

· I will rescue you

What other kinds of excuses or fears do we sometimes give when appointed to a ministry task?

· I’m scared, afraid I’ll mess up and be embarrassed

· I’ve never done that before

· I don’t have time, I’m too busy

· others can do it so much better

How do God’s reassurances to Jeremiah (and to us) help and encourage?

· we are not alone in doing the task

· God promises to give the skill we feel like we lack

· if we mess up, God will rescue us … maybe even use the mistake to touch someone’s life in a special way

How do excuses rob us of the blessings that result from faithful service?

· serving the Lord is one  of  the purposes for which God saved us

· what a privilege to be a “tool” for God, to be his partner in ministering to people’s lives

· if I use excuses and not respond to a task or ministry, then I don’t get to experience God’s power at work through me in that way

· you don’t get to see the Fruit of the Spirit growing, being displayed

· you miss out on seeing the joy of those to whom you would minister

How do we know when it’s God asking us to do something rather than ourselves or someone just needing to fill a spot at church?
· God speaks through His Word

· God speaks to us when we speak to Him, when we pray

· just because someone asks us to serve, it doesn’t mean God is calling … but we should always be open to the possibility that He is

· if the request is in conflict with Scripture, it is not of God
Note that God explicitly called Jeremiah to a task.  We think of him like we do the called staff in a church.  But … how is the work of Christ strengthened by believers who are called to serve in secular vocations?

· we multiply the efforts of church staff

· we are in places that they may never go to (workplace, neighbor’s home, kids’ sports venues, etc.)

· we are sometimes more believable than a professional Gospel minister because we live “in the trenches” with those to whom we minister

3.2 God Equips
How do our life experiences equip us for God’s assignments?

· how to meet people

· how to talk to people

· learn job skills that can also apply to service for the Lord

Listen for how God equips Jeremiah.
Jeremiah 1:9-10 (NIV)   Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, "Now, I have put my words in your mouth. [10] See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant." 

 By what action did God transform Jeremiah into His mouthpiece? 

· God reached out

· touched Jeremiah’s mouth

· declared He had put words in Jeremiah’s mouth
In what other ways does God equip us today to serve Him?

· we have the indwelling presence of God’s Holy Spirit

· God’s Spirit empowers us for service

· we have the whole of Scripture to instruct us

· we have fellow believers, the Body of Christ, the Church to encourage, instruct, support

Why do you think God didn’t just leave Jeremiah to figure out what to preach on his own?
· how would Jeremiah know what to say?

· Jeremiah might end up giving the wrong message – worse than no message at all

· even if he is eloquent, a preacher must not depend on his own skills

· only when speaking for God is the message valid

How did God describe Jeremiah’s mission as prophet? 

· appointed him over nations and kingdoms

· given authority to uproot and tear down

· power/authority to destroy and overthrow

· able to build and to plant

What kind of authority has God given believers today?
· to preach the Gospel message

· to take salvation to all peoples

· to pray, to petition God for problems we face … as individuals, as communities, as a nation

3.3 God Affirms
Listen for two symbols that God displays to Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 1:11-14 (NIV) The word of the Lord came to me: "What do you see, Jeremiah?" "I see the branch of an almond tree," I replied. [12] The Lord said to me, "You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled." [13] The word of the Lord came to me again: "What do you see?" "I see a boiling pot, tilting away from the north," I answered. [14] The Lord said to me, "From the north disaster will be poured out on all who live in the land. … 17-19  "Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by them, or I will terrify you before them. [18] Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall to stand against the whole land--against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the people of the land. [19] They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares the Lord. 
What were the two symbols?

· branch of an almond tree

· a boiling pot

What did God say in connection with the almond branch?

( I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled

The almond branch and God’s comment together are a play on words in the Hebrew language … a pun.   An rough equivalent in English with a pecan tree branch might be something like …

“Just as this is the branch from a pecan, 

                              remember that I can see to it that my word is fulfilled”

How would that symbol be meaningful to Jeremiah in the years to follow?

· he would often  see an almond tree

· every time, he would be reminded of God’s watching

· he would remember that God would accomplish the fulfillment of His words

What promises did God give Jeremiah?

· they will fight against you

· but they will not overcome you

· I am with you

· I will rescue you

· you will be a fortified city, an iron pillar, a bronze wall standing against Judah

Why do you think Jeremiah might have had mixed emotions about God’s instructions?

	Negative Feelings
	Positive Feelings

	· they will fight against me
· they’re not going to like what I tell them

· easy for God to say, “don’t be scared”
	· it is God’s message, not mine
· God promises they will not overcome me

· He promises to be with me, to rescue me


How does God’s advice to Jeremiah transfer to us today?

· we will occasionally face a hostile world with the Gospel message

· again, it is God’s message we bring, not our own

· God promises that we will not be overcome

· He promises to be with us … possibly in a greater way in that the Holy Spirit indwells the believer today

4. Application
4.1 Remember that God uses your life experiences to prepare you to minister to others.

· health crises

· family problems

· years of walking with and trusting the Lord

· Allow God to use that preparation in your life for His Kingdom

· Realize that God may be preparing you right now to serve Him in the future

4.2 Commit to move beyond excuses to obedience

· Excuses are invalid when God asks us to join Him in His work

· claim God’s promises

· depend on His empowering Holy Spirit

· ask Him to allow you to discover and use your personal Spiritual Gift

4.3 Consider the privilege and honor of being asked to join God in communicating to a lost world

· despite our sinful background

· despite our imperfections

· despite our lack of skills and motivations

· He has chosen to include us in the advancement of His Kingdom … how can we turn Him down?
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