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Living In Holiness

1. Motivate

Why are we drawn in by copies (fakes) of expensive things?
· they look good

· we like the price

· we want others to think we can afford good stuff

· if it has most of the features we want, we’re OK with it

· we think the real thing is overpriced, anyway

· we cannot afford the genuine, real items

2. Transition

Fakes often disappoint us.  As the Israelites progress into the Promised Land they would face fake spirituality, spiritism and other pagan religious rites.
· God gave them instructions how to live

· Today we look at these and how they apply to us.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Separate from Society’s Standards
Listen for God’s expectations for His people.
Leviticus 18:1-5 (NIV)  The Lord said to Moses, [2] "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'I am the Lord your God. [3] You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do not follow their practices. [4] You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my decrees. I am the Lord your God. [5] Keep my decrees and laws, for the man who obeys them will live by them. I am the Lord. 

How did God emphasize Who this message was from?
· God spoke specifically to Moses

· tell them “I am the LORD (Jehovah, the God who IS)

· I am your God

What cultures were a negative influence on the Israelites?

· Egyptian culture, society, religion

· Canaan culture, society, religion

How were you pulled into your culture as a young person?

· the music everyone listened to

· the TV programs and movies that were popular

· the particular slang that existed in your high school

· the particular clothes that were popular, the way you dressed to emulate others in your group

· the type of vehicles your friends had … the kind of skateboard/bicycle/motorcycle/car that was “in”

As an adult, what areas do you find it hard not to be like the culture around you?

· how we dress

· entertainment we view/hear

· materialism, keeping up with friends and neighbors – showing off
· being the “best” (in sports, at work, gaining power) at any cost

· gossip or putting down others

What “boundaries” exist to help us limit how much culture dictates how we act?

· at first it is our parents who tell us what we can and cannot do – family rules
· a smart parent might set rules and tell their kids to blame their parents when they decline certain activities with their friends – making sure the child knows why the activity is potentially harmful

· it can be rules that a church might set
· it can even be the law that helps us set boundaries – even something as simple as speed limits

· scripture – specific commands as well as principles – can set boundaries

· eventually it must be one’s conscience guided by God’s Spirit within the life  of a believer

What does God say must guide our actions?

· obey God’s laws

· follow God’s decrees

· live by God’s directives

Why do you think God sandwiched these commands between multiple reminders that “I am the Lord”?

· stressed His authority

· He has the right to specify these requirements

· He deserves to be obeyed

What makes God’s way of living better than that of society?
· healthier – emotionally, physically, even spiritually

· less worry and stress, more peace and joy

· God promises life
· it’s like using something according to the owner’s manual … it works better

· God wrote the “owner’s manual” … the Bible – His way is better

Agree or disagree – “Christians should be distinctly different from our surrounding culture, whether or not we fit in with non-believers in social settings.”

	Agree
	Disagree

	· we cannot compromise

· it’s not our job to “fit in”

· we probably shouldn’t be in those social settings

· if they don’t see us as different, they see no reason to change
	· we can be friendly without being carbon copies

· if we’re too different we will repel them
· Jesus associated with “wine bibbers, tax collectors and other sinners”


3.2 Separate from Sinful Practices
Listen for prohibitions that God declares.
Leviticus 18:20-26 (NIV) " 'Do not have sexual relations with your neighbor's wife and defile yourself with her. [21] " 'Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molech, for you must not profane the name of your God. I am the Lord. [22] " 'Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable. [23] " 'Do not have sexual relations with an animal and defile yourself with it. A woman must not present herself to an animal to have sexual relations with it; that is a perversion. [24] " 'Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the nations that I am going to drive out before you became defiled. [25] Even the land was defiled; so I punished it for its sin, and the land vomited out its inhabitants. [26] But you must keep my decrees and my laws. The native-born and the aliens living among you must not do any of these detestable things, 
God describes the several activities here as “detestable.”  So, what is appealing about these practices that attracts people to them despite God’s attitude?
· thrill

· warped sense of values

· people feel it doesn’t matter what they do – just “have fun” or do what “feels good”

· God made us with a sexual drive, but it can get out of control

What kind of damage result from sexual sins, both for the participants and those related to them?

· destroys families

· perpetrates the same problems for children in those situations

· spread of sexually transmitted disease (AIDS is considered epidemic in some areas of the world)

· makes it difficult to have a normal relationship afterwards

How does embracing God’s plan for sexuality bring freedom, not limitation?

· frees one to live the “abundant life” which Jesus suggested in John 10:10

· living according to the “owner’s manual” results in happiness and joy God intends and desires for us

· abuse of our lives and bodies only hurts us
Consider how the sacrifice of Israelite children would “profane … God”?

· to profane means to make something unholy

· “holy” is to be separate, different – “unholy” would be common, sameness

· to sacrifice children would make God’s people common and like the heathen cultures

· it would imply that Jehovah was just like all the other deities

· it would imply Jehovah’s acceptance of child murder
Our culture tempts us to “sacrifice” our children by such things as abortion, our workaholic tendencies,  or using our children to live out our own desires (sports, etc.)  How can we treasure our children, instead?

· encourage them

· support them

· follow the admonitions of Deut. 6 – teaching them about the Lord

· spend quality time with them – doing fun things together
3.3 Separate from False Spirituality
Listen for why Israel was told to be holy.
Leviticus 20:6-8 (NIV)  " 'I will set my face against the person who turns to mediums and spiritists to prostitute himself by following them, and I will cut him off from his people. [7] " 'Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the Lord your God. [8] Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the Lord, who makes you holy. 

Why do you think the Israelites would turn to mediums or spiritists after seeing God’s power during the exodus and at Mt. Sinai?
· how quick we forget what God has done

· these practitioners were more visible than God

· people might mistakenly think the mediums to be God’s own workers

· they might enjoy the feeling of excitement or thrill, the spookiness

According to our passage, why are mediums and spiritists off limits?

· God is against it

· to do so is to prostitute oneself 

· it separates us from fellowship with God and with other believers

· we are to be separate, holy, different – not following the world’s thoughts and ideas

· they (and we) belong to a holy God

· He had set them (and us) apart as His chosen, holy people

Why do you think people today are drawn into the occult?

· they like the thrill of being scared – an extension of ghost stories around the campfire

· they want some kind of spiritual power, even if it is evil

· spooky things are exciting

· they want an enabling force within them

· curiosity, it seems fascinating

· they reject Jesus and want something in His place

· they want to learn secret or hidden “knowledge”

How is seeking false spiritual guidance like adultery to God?

· we belong to God, He loved us enough to die on the cross for us

· to chase after some other form of deity is like giving up our spouse to chase after someone else

How might you explain to a Christian friend who tinkers with astrology why you aren’t interested in reading an astrology book she thinks would help you in your life?

· ask if the predictions are always, 100% correct

· suggest that Scripture is always, 100%  correct

· God warns us against other, false spiritual ideas

· show her these verses about being holy, separate unto God

· note God’s specific instructions forbidding other sources of spirituality

4. Application
4.1 We are faced with the choice of whether to live by the standards of society or by the commands of the Lord
· God expects us to be obedient to Him, to follow His commands

· Claim the promise of life that God offers as you obey Him this week

4.2 The Lord expects His people to lie morally pure lives in the area of sexual intimacy
· God’s Word is to be the standard, not societal practices … no matter how prevalent or widely accepted

· Defying God’s commands will lead to His visitation in judgment and it threatens the stability of the nation
4.3 Being holy includes refraining from looking to popular culture for wisdom, guidance, or truth
· Be aware that God’s judgment and punishment come on those who reject Him in favor of other gods or standards of life

· Ask the Lord this week to help you live separated from the world and separated unto Him
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