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Stand Courageously

1. Motivate

What is the hottest place you have ever been?

· in a boiler room

· in the desert

· getting in a car which has been closed up out in the sun

· in the jungle

· on a football (or band) practice field in August

· in an attic in the summer

· working in a steel mill or foundry

· cooking over a hot stove

2. Transition

Today we look at three men who were threatened by a blazing hot furnace

· their determination to obey God was tested

· they remained courageously firm in their commitment to God …despite the threat

·  Be ready and willing to stand for God.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Clash of Commitments
Listen for a second chance offered.
Daniel 3:13-15 (NIV)  Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, 14  and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15  Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?"
It was reported to the king that three young Jewish political interns had not bowed down to the golden image.  What did the king do about the complaint?  
· became furious with rage

· summoned Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to appear

· asked them if this was indeed true, they had refused to worship the gold image
Even though filled with rage, what does it appear the king was willing to do in regard to the Hebrew young men?

· give them a second chance

· if they would bow down the next time the music sounded they would be in good standing

· otherwise they would be executed by fire … thrown into a blazing furnace
Why do you think the king gave them a second chance?

· he knew and liked them

· they were good administrators, he didn't want to lose them

· he had invested years of training and experience in them
However, what arrogance about Jehovah do you see here?

· what god could save you

· as if to say no god can save you

· not even Jehovah!

Now the men are before the king … what options do they have at this point?

· it’s a lie, we did bow down

· it was someone else, the report was wrong

· we didn’t bow down, but it’s because of bad knees

· we didn’t bow down, because it would be wrong for us to do

( Note that at any point along the way they could have changed their minds

· stand for God – face the consequences

· pay it safe – keep out of trouble by going along
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were pressured to conform.  When have you recently felt the pressure to conform?

· when an off color joke is told,  to laugh with the group

· to go along with a questionable (illegal or immoral) business practice

· conform to politically correct speech

· join a group bullying someone

· to tolerate something that is obviously against God’s teaching (abortion, homosexuality, immoral entertainment, etc.)

How will we recognize these situations and know we must take a stand?
· know ahead of time what God’s standards are

· seek God’s wisdom on a daily basis

· we cannot totally barricade ourselves off from the rest of the world 

· realize ahead of time we will be confronted with the world view of how to live and act and interact with others

· make the decision now to be faithful to God’s standards

· be ready to state your opinion with a proper attitude
3.2 Immovable Faith
Listen for how sure the 3 men are.
Daniel 3:16-18 (NIV)  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18  But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up."
How did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego respond to the king? 
· we don’t need to defend ourselves before you in this matter

· if we are thrown into the furnace, our God is able to save us from it

· He has the power and authority to rescue us from your hand, your authority

· but even if he does not choose to do so, we will still not serve your gods, we will not worship the golden image

What were the three men sure of about God?  About themselves?

· God was able to deliver them from the fiery furnace

· God would deliver them out of the hand of the king

· whatever God would do/not do, they were determined not to serve Babylonian gods or worship the golden image

What were they unsure of?

· God could rescue them, they were unsure if God would rescue them

· they would not presume on God or tell Him what to do

Why do you think they were willing to remain loyal to God even if He didn’t rescue them?

· it was the right thing to do

· obeying God is more important than anything else in life

· they loved God more than they loved their own lives

What is the connection between courage and faith?

· you must be totally convinced of God’s power and authority

· when you have that sure conviction, you can have the courage to face whatever comes along

· the issue is not the strength of your faith

· the issue is the strength of the object of your faith … Almighty God

How is their (and our) faith related to obedience?

· trust in God will be demonstrated by what we do

· they believed God could save them so they did the right thing and refused to bow down

· Recall James 2:17 (NIV)  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

Why is it safer to fear (be in awe of) God than to fear (be in awe of) people (even powerful kings)?

· healthy fear knows where the real dangers are

· God is the ultimate power and authority 

· He has power over, He controls even the most powerful earthly rulers

· the fear/reverence of God is the beginning of wisdom

3.3 With All Your Life
Listen for evidence of a true miracle.
Daniel 3:26-28 (NIV)  Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27  and the satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 28  Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.
How did the king respond to what he was seeing?

· the king saw the men in the fire, shouted out to them to come out

· addressed them as “servants of the Most High God”

· told them to come out, come here

What did the crowd observe when the men came out of the fire?   What evidence is offered that what they had witnessed was nothing less than a miracle?

· the fire had not harmed their bodies

· their hair was not singed

· their clothes were not scorched

· you couldn’t even smell smoke on them

How did the king respond to God’s deliverance of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego?

· praise be to the God of these men

· He has sent his angel and rescued his servants

· they trusted in Him and defied the king’s command

· they were willing to give up their lives rather than worship any god except their own God 
What were some examples of Christian courage that did not have happy outcomes?

· Stephen stoned to death

· Many Christians died in Roman persecution

· even today, believers suffer and die for standing up for their faith

What should be our response to such events?

· same as the 3 young Hebrews … God can choose not to deliver

· He is sovereign and does as He chooses

· death is actually one form of deliverance

· we should pray for those who face persecution in foreign lands

· for their courage

· for their testimony

· for peace in the midst of great suffering

· for those who persecute them

4. Application
4.1 Pray for others who are taking a stand
· Identify Christians who are currently living under persecution in a specific region or culture

· Commit to praying daily for God’s presence and provision in their lives

4.2 Be prepared
· Decide ahead of time (as in now) what you will do when your faith is challenged

· Consider what resources you would need to help you stand courageously … (information, prayer partners, Bible verses, etc.) and put them in place
4.3 Speak up
· Be on the lookout for opportunities to proclaim the name of Jesus or respond to those who oppose Him

· As you do so, remember the attitudes of the three men in our story … they stated their position, declared their faith in God calmly and with assurance.

Basically confirm or deny
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