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Life on Mission

1. Motivate

Finish the sentence: “Walk a mile in someone else’s shows, then …”

· you’ll be a mile away from them and you’ll have their shoes

· until then you can’t imagine the smell!

· you might be walking in the wrong direction

· you might understand them better

· until then you don’t have the right to judge them

· you’ll wish you had your own shoes back

· your feet will hurt … they don’t wear the same size

· you’ll realize the kind of miles they must walk

2. Transition

We can better share the gospel when we step into the shoes of others.
· Today we look at Paul’s description of how he adapted to minister to different groups of people
3. Bible Study

3.1 Free to Serve
Listen for who Paul ministered to.
1 Corinthians 9:19-22 (NIV)   Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 20  To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21  To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. 22  To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.
What did Paul consider himself free to do? 
· belongs to no man

· free to make himself a slave to everyone

· to win as many as possible to Christ

How did Paul make adjustments to increase his effectiveness in sharing the gospel? 
· to Jews became a Jew

· to those under the law, he observed the law (even though he knew his salvation did not depend on the law)

· to a Gentile (who would not observe the law), he did not observe the law

· to weak, he went along with their views

Why did he do so?
· he was not dogmatic about specific issues 

· so he could get along with all kinds of folks

· so they would pay attention to him concerning salvation in Christ

How might Paul act in order to have opportunity to minister to Jews?

· participate in Jewish holidays

· observe Sabbath

· observe food restrictions

How might Paul act in order to have opportunity to minister to Gentiles?

· not observe Jewish restrictions on days and foods

· go with them to secular entertainment

· be knowledgeable about their religions

· be interested in their activities, even if particularly non Jewish in nature

What is the difference between relating to those around you and compromising God’s values?

	Relating
	Compromising

	· goal is to gain a hearing for the gospel
· ultimate goal to win them to Christ

· free to act as a strong man for Christ, submitting to weaknesses and sensitivities of others
	· hypocrisy
· vacillation

· weak capitulation to pressure from others


How do we relate to people of other beliefs and cultures without compromising our own convictions?

· don’t make fun of or put down their beliefs

· politely listen to their explanations of their culture

· carefully select things of their culture in which you can participate without compromising

· discover what parts of Christian culture they might find non-threatening (music and holiday celebrations such as Christmas cantatas work well)

· visit and enjoy hospitality at each other’s homes (look up Josh Hunt’s “Friday Nights for Jesus”  http://www.joshhunt.com/?s=friday+nights+for+Jesus )



Why is it helpful to adjust our actions for the people around us?
· we need to identify with others

· we are more likely to have them listen to the Truth of the Gospel message

· we understand better their point of view

· there may be specific elements of a gospel presentation that need to be explained in such a way that they understand it better 

3.2 The Gospel Matters
Listen for a comparison to sports.
1 Corinthians 9:23-24 (NIV)  I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 24  Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. 
What else drove Paul to be so diligent and dedicated in ministry? 
· for the sake of the Good News … the Gospel message

· to share the blessings of salvation with others
What kind of training do people do when preparing for a running marathon?

· lots of distance running

· good nutrition

· sufficient rest

· stretching and warming up before running

What privileges do they forego?

· being a couch potato

· eating junk food

· consuming alcohol

· sleeping in

Why does a training regimen make it easier to run a marathon?

· your body becomes used to the demands of a race

· your stamina is built up

· you learn strategy, pacing yourself 

· you build up physical reserves

· you know what to expect

What things do you give up or forego for running the race of a Christian life?

· avoiding entertainment that misdirects our thinking or harms our testimony

· substance abuse (including caffeine and just plain over eating)

· using foul language

· participating in a poor habit

What kinds of training should you do ?   

· regular Bible study

· training in FAITH presentation

· weekly Small Group Bible Study attendance 

· be involved in ministry to others

· exercise your spiritual gift

· prayer

· fasting

· submission to God’s Holy Spirit

Why are discipline and self-control so important in the life of a believer?
· anything worth accomplishing requires dedication

· do your best at it

· study how to do it well

· practice it

· work at it repeatedly until it becomes second nature, a part of who you are

3.3  Give Your Best
Listen for more sports analogies. 
1 Corinthians 9:25-27 (NIV)  Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26  Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. 27  No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
What does faithful living require of the believer?
· strict training

· purposeful training

· goal oriented

· not aimless activity

· organized training
What is the promise given to those who live by disciplined faith?
· a crown that will last forever

· eternal rewards

· eternal life – union with God, Himself … now and beyond the end of life
Where are some areas in our lives where we might realize the need for discipline and self-control in your life? 
· Bible reading

· prayer time

· set aside TV watching

· limit time on social media

· evaluate what are priorities in my life – where I spend time, money, energy

· more faithful church attendance

· involvement in church ministries

· careful not to become a work-a-holic 
How could our church make adaptations so we can “step into the shoes of others” to gain a greater hearing of the gospel?  
· backyard Bible Clubs in different neighborhoods

· visit and enjoy hospitality at each other’s homes (look up Josh Hunt’s “Friday Nights for Jesus”  http://www.joshhunt.com/?s=friday+nights+for+Jesus )

· sponsor a Christian movie in the park during the summer – meet new people, they meet you

· set up a booth at a local town/neighborhood festival – hand out a free item and meet new people

· teens visit elderly neighbors who might need help with yardwork or other chores

· offer mother’s day out services once or twice a month
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set up a booth at local sports activities with inexpensive tail-gate refreshments in the parking lot                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Application
Pray. 

· Identify a person you personally know who does not know Christ. 

· Pray for this person and ask for guidance in knowing how to bring the gospel of Christ into his or her life. 

Learn. 

· Choose a people group that resides in your community. 

· Learn what you can about their beliefs and customs. 

· Pray that the gospel would penetrate their culture. Ask God how you can get involved. 

Step out. 

· As a group, plan a ministry project to a person or group that requires you to step out of your comfort zone. 

· Find a way to connect with the person or community in order to share Christ.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Life on Mission Crossword


1 Cor. 9:19 – 27





Down


1. everyone who competes in the _?_ goes into strict training


2. I do all this for the sake of the _?_


3. but only one gets the _?_


4. I _?_ like a Jew to win the Jews


7. I do not _?_ aimlessly


8. I am not _?_ from God's law








Across


3. so that by all _?_ means I might save some


5. I do not fight like a man beating the _?_


6. I myself am not under the _?_


7. in a _?_ all runners run


9. I have _?_ all things to all men


10. we do it to get a _?_ that will last forever
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