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Kingdom Attitudes

1. Motivate

What are some ways people typically try to find happiness or fulfillment in life?
· accumulate lots of wealth

· pursue power, authority

· seek popularity

· take in all kinds of entertainment

· good food … chocolate!

· material goods – more “toys”

2. Transition

Today ( We look at finding fulfillment by following Jesus teachings, becoming His disciples

We consider how our lives would be different from people who don’t know Jesus.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Inner Attitude
Listen for who will be blessed.
Matthew 5:1-6 (NIV) Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, [2] and he began to teach them, saying: [3] "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. [4] Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. [5] Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. [6] Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
The Greek word which is translated as “blessed” could also mean “fortunate,” “happy” or “free from daily cares and worries.”  Why is “blessed” a better translation here?

· fortunate cares the connotation of luck, no luck involve here

· happy has to do with our response to the surroundings, the situation, it is usually quite temporary

· free from cares is not really true either … we all have some kind of cares or worries

· only God can bless – He rewards those who please Him with their lives and actions

Let’s list the 4 qualities from this portion and then the reasons that people with these qualities would be blessed

	Character Qualities
	Resulting Blessing

	1. Poor in spirit

2. Mourn

3. Gentle

4. Thirst for righteousness
	1. Kingdom of heaven theirs

2. Will be comforted

3. Inherit the earth

4. Will be filled


( Realize that these are not qualities for which we strive …

· These are qualities which God develops within our lives

· They will appear as we daily surrender to and depend on God
Consider the meaning of these qualities:

1. Poor in spirit ( not financially poor, instead someone who realizes their spiritual bankruptcy, their total dependence on God's mercy and grace, not in denial about sins

2. Mourn ( over one’s sinfulness, not proud or defiant about sins

3. Gentle (strength under control, God's control

4. Thirst for righteousness ( a deep desire to live a righteous life

How does the world’s attitudes differ from the qualities which God values?

· the world does not realize it’s spiritual need

· it is defiant or proud of its sins

· to be “gentle” is to be weak

· the world thirsts for power, material goods, pleasures

The disciples seem to be the target audience.  Why do you think Jesus wanted to give them these teachings?

· He knew He would not be here forever

· they would be tasked with the beginning of the church

· they would need to know the Truth to share with others

· they were to be teachers and trainers of others

Who are some “teachers” that compete for our attention today by way of TV, radio, or print materials?  Who seeks to provide us with information, instruction, or training?

· TV evangelists

· news anchors

· politicians

· advertisers

· newspaper columnists (even writers of letters to the editor)

How are they like and unlike how Jesus taught in this passage?  What do they have in common?  What sets them apart?

	Similar to Jesus
	Unlike Jesus

	· have a message to communicate
· communicate verbally

· use stories

· seek to convince those who hear them
	· the message is often for financial gain
· Jesus message was for spiritual gain

· other teachers are not the ultimate authority … they either were given their message or make it up


Today, Jesus’ teachings are very familiar to church goers – so much so that the precepts are often overlooked or taken for granted.   How can we find freshness in Jesus’ teachings?

· study them for yourself … not just sit in a class or church service

· take notes in a sermon to help you pay attention

· memorize scripture … this lets it stimulate or arouse your thinking along the lines of the precepts God wants you to apply in your life

· read from a different translation

· journal your thoughts and feelings as you read

3.2 Outward Relationships
Listen for advice that goes counter to our society’s attitude.
Matthew 5:7-12 (NIV) Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. [8] Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. [9] Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. [10] Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. [11] "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. [12] Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
What qualities does Jesus say should be present in the lives of believers?

· merciful

· pure in heart

· peacemakers

What opposition does Jesus talk about?

· [image: image1.wmf]insults

· persecutions

· false accusations

      because of our relationship to Jesus

· evil statements about you  

What does Jesus say should be our response, our reaction to this opposition?

· rejoice

· be glad

· anticipate great reward in heaven

Missionaries to China have been told by Christians there not to pray that persecution in China would end … they are afraid they will become lukewarm, like the church in America.

( Why would Chinese Christians be afraid of becoming lukewarm without persecution?

· it forces believers to be sure of what they believe

· they know church is more than just a religious club

· if you are willing to endure persecution, you know you have something of worth

· you must daily focus on Jesus in order to survive – we sometimes act like we handle things on our own with occasional or optional help from God

· with persecution, believers are forced to trust the Lord for the essentials of life … we wouldn’t have time for arguing about color of carpet, the pastor’s tie, the style of music, the Bible translation used, etc.

How is it possible to be joyful in the face of persecution?

· we have a great reward promised in heaven

· we are forced to lean on and trust the Lord for our very existence

· we see God at work in powerful ways

· we know who is the ultimate winner of the conflict … even if we might be casualties for the moment

· we know our relationship with God is real if the enemy is opposing it so strongly

3.3 Worldwide Influence
Listen for physical things to which Jesus compares Christians.
Matthew 5:13-16 (NIV)   "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.    [14] "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. [15] Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. [16] In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 
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What are some qualities of salt, how do we use it? 
· flavor food

· preservative

· can be used to keep 
down dust on a road

· melts ice
· raise temperature of boiling water
· lowers temperature of ice water

If we recall spiritual characteristics from the Beatitudes – gentleness, poor in spirit, merciful, righteousness, pure in heart – how do these relate to the characteristics of salt?

· they enhance society – make it more palatable

· they preserve peace and joy in relationships

· they are essential for quality of life

· they are cleansing for our own personal lives

· they can heal interpersonal problems

What are some issues prevalent in today’s society in which the preservative nature of Christian faith is desperately needed?

· abortion

· the content of entertainment (violence, horror, sexuality)

· too much emphasis on political correctness

· the push for excluding religion from public life ( “separation” of church and state)

· the push for “tolerance” which is really intolerance for Christianity

· gay rights, influence of homosexual community

What qualities does light have, what does it do for us? 
· keep the dark away

· illuminate

· bring healing

· enable us to see to clean, to read, to move about

What happens when a Christian’s light is not shining?

· darkness of sin clouds a situation

· people cannot see Truth

· people’s lives wander aimlessly around us

· no healing happens

How can you shine in your circumstances

· a smile

· a kind word

· an offer to pray

· acts of kindness, helpfulness

· support in times of life crises

4. Application
4.1 A disciple is one who chooses to follow Christ and receive His Truth.
· Believe the Truth to which you are exposed in study and in teaching.

· This week focus on living according to that Truth.

· Allow God to produce in you the qualities Jesus spoke of.

4.2 Note the fact that the reward for being poor in spirit and being persecuted are the same.
· Receive the kingdom of God … the rule of God in your heart and life.

· When you are persecuted, remember with humility your total dependence on God's mercy and grace.
4.3 Being salt and light begins with a personal relationship with Christ and following Him daily.
· Allow God to shine out through you.

· Allow God to make you a “seasoning agent” in the lives of people around you.
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