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Jesus Is Coming Again

1. Motivate

What activity or event are you looking forward to in the next few weeks?
· end of school

· spring

· start of a garden

· graduation

· vacation

· going to a sports event

· a wedding

· summer camp

2. Transition

Would you be able to say that you are looking forward to Christ’s return with as much anticipation as these events we listed?
( Most of our thoughts are fixated on the here and now.

( Today we consider the reality of Christ’s imminent return!

3. Bible Study

3.1 See the End Game
Why do you like to watch a movie or the rerun of a TV show multiple times, even when you know how it comes out?  Similarly with rereading books.

· you enjoy seeing the story develop

· you catch some of the jokes you might have missed the first time around

· you can figure out the intricacies of a complicated plot

· it’s been a while since you saw it and have forgotten the details

· it is still interesting, entertaining

Consider that there are times when we know the end of the story and still appreciate the development of what happens – specifically the events of the end times.

Listen for what Jesus says about His return.
Rev. 22:12-14 (NIV)   "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. [13] I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.   [14] "Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates into the city. 

According to Jesus, when is He coming back?   

· soon,  quickly

If that is so, why do you think believers don’t live with more of a sense of urgency?

· the here and know seems more real to us

· our responsibilities and needs crowd out thoughts of Christ’s return

· it has been “soon” for nearly 2000 years

· we need reminders
· what is “urgent” to us is what is demanding our attention right now

· we ignore the fact that we are 2000 years closer to the event actually happening

Verse 12 says that Jesus will return and “repay each person according to what he has done.”  How should that impact how we live today?

· make careful choices as to how we live

· be involved in communicating the gospel message – to those near and far

· allow God daily to make you more like Jesus

· allow God to produce within your life the Fruit of the Spirit

· use the Gifts of the Spirit to further the Kingdom of God
How did Jesus describe Himself? 

· Alpha and Omega

· First and Last

· Beginning and End

How do these descriptive words help assure you that Jesus is indeed coming again?

· God has this planned out from the beginning of time

· He was in charge at the beginning

· He continues to be in charge and in control right through the end of time

· He’s got the whole of History covered

· God doesn’t react to events, He is proactive over all of history

· He is in charge over all of history but also wants to be in charge of our individual lives on a daily basis and can accomplish great things when we submit to Him

Jesus said that those who “wash their robes” will be entitled to citizenship in the New Jerusalem.  What does it mean to “wash your robes”?

· receive spiritual cleansing

· confess sin, repent, 

· by faith receive Christ’s  redemptive work on the cross

· salvation

3.2 See That You Are Ready
Listen for how God is like a thief!!

Matthew 24:39-44 (NIV)  That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. [40] Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. [41] Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.     [42] "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. [43] But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. [44] So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 

 What illustrations did Jesus use to show the suddenness of His return? 

· people working side by side will be separated

· out in the field, in the work place … suddenly some people who were there, will be taken … others will be left behind

· some will be unprepared, some will be ready

What facts do we learn about thieves?

· they come when you don't expect them 

· (typically at night, under cover of darkness)

· they break into your house

· you don't know when they will come

· you can watch for them and prevent your house from being invaded

So, then … how is God like a thief?

· He will come again when you don't expect Him

· you should be ready

· you should keep watch

· you don't know when He will come

What makes Jesus'  return seem distant and unreal to many people?

· hasn't happened in 2000 years

· maybe it happened and we missed it

· if it's going to happen, there's lots of prophecy that hasn't yet occurred

· nothing I can do personally to make it happen any sooner

· nothing I can do that affects the outcome one way or the other

· maybe we're interpreting it wrong

What other events in your life have seemed distant and unreal and yet they have eventually taken place?

· find the right marriage partner

· have that new baby (or grandbaby)

· you (or your child) finally get that college degree

· the kids finally move out!

As you anticipated Christmas or a visit by relatives or the end of school, how did it affect your day to day life?

· think often of the coming event

· behave yourself so you receive hoped for gifts, got to participate in planned events

· get everything else taken care of so you could devote yourself full time to the anticipated event

How would an alert believer live his or her life differently in anticipation of Christ's return?  What is involved in getting ready?

· thoughts often include the anticipation of His coming (like anticipating Christmas)

· make preparations, "cleaning up"

· set life in order

· remind other people of the impending event

· be involved in communicating the gospel message to others

· make careful choices about what you do, where you go 

3.3 See That You Are Faithful
Listen for Jesus warnings about unfaithfulness.
Matthew 24:9-14 (NIV)    "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. [10] At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, [11] and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. [12] Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, [13] but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. [14] And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. …  Rev. 7:9 (NIV)    After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 

What various events did Jesus say would happen to believers in the end times? 

· believers handed over to be persecuted, even to death

· hated by all peoples, because of Jesus

· people will turn away from the faith

· people will betray and hate each other

· false prophets will appear and deceive

· increase of wickedness

· people’s love of the Lord will grow cold

Where have we seen some of these events already happening?

· persecution of Christians in communist and Muslim countries

· the anti-Christian bias in our society today

· increase of wickedness – drug wars, pornography, greed

· cults

In what kinds of situations are we tempted to let go of faithfulness and turn away from a relationship with God?

· family and relational problems

· financial reversals

· the pressures of job + family + everything else

· medical crises

· former “friends” turn against you

· physical, verbal, sexual abuse from another family member

· senseless loss of life of someone close to us

What can you do to keep your love of the Lord not to “grow cold”, even in these kinds of situations?

· daily communication with the Lord

· reading, meditating on, applying the Truth of God’s Word

· talking to the Lord

· regular worship with other believers

4. Application
4.1 When Christ comes again He will judge all people according to their works
· No one can do works good enough in their own strength to be saved

· People are saved by faith in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ

· Allow God to accomplish “good works” through your life this week
4.2 The coming of the Lord is certain – the time is uncertain
· We ought to be alert and ready no matter when He comes

· Live your life as if Jesus was coming today
· Continue serving Him as if He might not come in your lifetime
4.3 Christians will be and are persecuted
· Those who hold on to the Truth will persevere unto the end

· Ask God to help you demonstrate faithfulness that is a legacy of faithfulness for younger generations – your children, your grandchildren
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