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Jesus Our Immanuel

1. Motivate

What kinds of dreams and expectations do people typically have for their children?
· do well in school

· have nice friends

· follow Jesus at an early age

· popularity

· get into a good college

· be good in sports

· land a good job after college

· become involved in church activities

· raise nice grandchildren

2. Transition

Consider what God’s expectations were when He sent Him to earth … as a baby … then as an adult

· It is amazing that God has come to us in the person of Jesus

· Today we consider Jesus’ ministry of salvation

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Promised to Us
Listen for names given to this child.
Isaiah 9:6-7 (NIV) For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. [7] Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 
This is the Messiah that God is promising … how do you think people might have responded to the promise that this would be a child?

· might have expected a king, like David

· might have expected a warrior (again like David)

· a child would be unexpected

· how could a child be the deliverer they needed (whether politically or spiritually)?

	What titles would be given to this special child?
	What are the implications or characteristics suggested by the titles?

	· Wonderful Counselor

· Mighty God


· Everlasting Father


· Prince of Peace
	· gives wisdom, gives direction, guides – in a wonderful way
· powerful, in charge, able to handle all situations, sovereign

· can always be approached as a loving father, always watches over, always protects

· brings peace to situations, ends conflicts, brings peace between God and men,  helps us to live at peace with one another


How do each of these titles show God’s love for us?

· we need God’s counsel, God’s wisdom in our lives

· God’s might and power are present and at work in our lives 

· He works in a powerful way to provide our needs

· a loving Father is a special relationship

· God’s love is demonstrated in providing peace in our lives … peace within ourselves, peace in family conflict, peace in the midst of the turmoil of the world

What words describe the reign of Messiah?

· it will be an ever increasing rule

· He will reign on David’s throne (David’s descendant)

· He will rule with justice and righteousness … He will do the right things

· God the Father will accomplish this … zealously so

The Jews anticipated a political or military leader.  What did they hope He would do?

· at that time to free them from Roman rule 

· protect them from all other national threats

· enlarge their borders

· make them a powerful nation

· make them victorious against all enemies

In actuality, what kind of ruler was (is) Jesus?
· a spiritual leader
· the Leader, the One in charge, the Ruler of the whole universe

· He is the King of Kings – the ultimate ruler of all things

· He wants to rule (for our good) in our hearts and minds

· every knee will bow to the Messiah, the Sent One, the Anointed One, the Chosen One

 In what ways does the Messiah want to rule in our lives?

· guide and direct our decisions

· empower us to live victoriously

· lead us to conquer the influence of the world

· guide us to take the Truth of the Gospel, the Good News to the whole world

· make the Church (we are members of the Body of Christ) the victorious force in the world

3.2 Jesus Saves Us
Listen for what emotions you think were experienced.
Matthew 1:18-21 (NIV)      This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. [19] Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.     [20] But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. [21] She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." 

 According to verse 18 in the Matthew passage, what happened to Mary while she and Joseph were engaged? 

· she was found to be pregnant

· God’s Holy Spirit worked a miracle in her body

Why do you think God chose this sequence of events surrounding the birth of the Messiah?  Why not wait until Mary and Joseph were married – much less embarrassing?

· everyone would conclude that the son was the result of normal marital relations

· it would not be so obvious that the Messiah was not a normal human

· this way proves that God alone was the “father” of the Messiah – it was a miraculous conception

· other people might doubt Mary’s purity, but she knew for certain that the child was not the son of Joseph … it was the Son of  God.

What fears do you think Joseph initially had, hearing this news about his bride-to-be? 

· he thought she had been unfaithful and had relations with another man

· he figured other people might accuse him  (Joseph) of having relations with her before they were actually married.

· feared embarrassment for himself, for Mary, for her family

· he decided to end their engagement

· he thought to do it quietly so as not to make a public spectacle of her and her family

· he was probably hurt, maybe still loved her and didn’t want to disgrace her

What positive character qualities did Joseph demonstrate? 

· said to be a righteous man

· he made “right” choices, decisions

· didn’t want to embarrass, disgrace Mary or her family

According to the text, what does the name “Jesus” mean?

· “he will save his people from their sins”

How did Jehovah save His people through Jesus?

· Jesus would pay the price of redemption for all people
· He would take the judgment of death in our place

· He took the punishment we deserved

· He rose again from that death to give us a new life

· God placed all the sins of all of us on Jesus and He died the death we deserved

What does all of this tell us about God?

· He is loving

· He is wise

· He is righteous, just … He does the right thing

· His love and mercy can co-exist with His holiness … His intolerance of sin

· He can be merciful to us because His holiness has been satisfied by the sentence of death for sins … Jesus’ substitutionary death

3.3 Jesus Is with Us
Listen for a look at God’s plans.
Matthew 1:22-25 (NIV)   All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: [23] "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us."  [24] When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. [25] But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

What was Isaiah’s prophecy?
· the virgin will be with child

· she will give birth to a son

· they will call him “Immanuel” – which means “God with us”

Why do you think God went to the trouble to have Isaiah write this prophecy 700 years before the Messiah’s birth?

· God wanted to offer hope to the Israelites

· He was demonstrating that He had designed/planned the events long ago

· the Messiah’s coming to die for our sins was not a “plan B” to solve the sin problem after the fact

· Jesus was to be the “the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.”  (Rev. 13:8)

· so when it happened, we would know that it was all part of God’s overall design

· According to 1 Peter 1:10-11, the prophets wondered what these things meant, now we are able to see and understand   

How did Joseph respond to his dream?
· he did what the angel had commanded

· he ceased the divorce proceedings

· he took Mary as his wife

· he named the baby Jesus

Joseph was obedient to God in a very stressful situation.  What kinds of direction would God have for us in stressful situations?
· trust Me

· I’ve got things under control

· I can supply your needs

· what seems bad I can make work for good

· My plans for you will not be thwarted, will not be ruined

· you need to demonstrate obedience and trust in this situation

· it will be a testimony to others around you, a help and encouragement to them when they face similar situations

 4. Application
4.1 In the darkest of times, God promises hope.
· This hope is fulfilled in the person of Jesus, the Messiah

· Allow the titles and attributes of this ideal King to assure you

· Meditate on these titles during this Christmas week

4.2 Even believers may have fears surface when confronted with a call from the Lord
· God works in ways that we sometimes refer to as “outside the box,”  in ways we have not thought of

· Jesus came to the earth as both God and man – all for the purpose of dying 

· Every time you hear the name Jesus in a Christmas song, think of the reason for His coming
4.3 How amazing that we can know God personally because He has revealed Himself to us personally in Jesus

· In Jesus, God is with us

· This Christmas season, allow your lifestyle, your daily walk, reflect the reality that God is with you

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, [11] trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.
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