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Is Every Life Sacred?

1. Motivate

How could someone tell what is valuable or important to you?
· what you spend your money on

· how you spend your time

· look at your checkbook, your credit card transactions

· how worn is your Bible, how much do you use it

· where you go repeatedly (sports, restaurants, church  activities, etc.)

· how much time you spend with your family

2. Transition

Today we look at how valuable or important God considers us.
· We are His handiwork.

· He values our very existence!

3. Bible Study

3.1 God Values Us
Listen for what God knew about David.
Psalm 139:1-6 (NIV) For the director of music. Of David. A psalm. O Lord, you have searched me and you know me. [2] You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. [3] You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. [4] Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O Lord. [5] You hem me in--behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. [6] Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 
How did David describe God’s knowledge of him?

· God searched (for) him
· God knew him
· God knew all his movements
· God knew all his thoughts, even from afar
· God was familiar with him in all ways
· He even knew what David was going to say before he said it
· God’s hand was on him
How did David feel about God’s knowledge of him?

· too wonderful for him

· too lofty for him to attain

· he couldn’t understand it

· he certainly wasn’t able to do the same thing, even for himself – God knew him better than he knew himself

If you knew everything about a person – all his/her secrets, what might be your attitude about that person?

· appalled that they thought those things

· surprised how shallow/deep their personality was

· some people you would want to get to know more

· some you’d just as soon not know at all

· I can manipulate that person

· they can manipulate me 

How is it both frightening and comforting to realize how completely you are known by God?

	Frightening
	Comforting

	· scary that God knows our thoughts

· we rarely want anyone to know our thoughts

· some people could begin to feel that God is controlling them, if He can know what we are going to do before we do it
	· God is watching over me

· He protects me from getting into situations that would be harmful

· He loves me enough to watch over me … even with everyone else 

· someone better be watching over me, I need all the watching I can get


If you wad up and trample a $100 bill like a piece of paper trash, it is still valuable.  Why?

· even though crumpled, it is still worth $100

· the government still says it has worth – no matter the condition

Consider that this concept can be applied to how our culture treats people that it considers expendable, worth throwing away.  What kind of people do certain parts our culture feel are expendable, even wish they would just go away?

· the poor, the homeless

· unwanted pregnancies

· elderly who are unable to care for themselves

· people who disagree with us

· the liberal media!

( God sees and knows all these people just like He knew the Psalmist.

· God considers them valuable!  He loves them each.

· God’s grace restores all who repent and seek His forgiveness.

· God is always with us.

· He is mindful of our daily schedules, activities, and thoughts.

How does seeing yourself as valuable, help you regard others as valuable – and treat them so?

· God values them, so should I

· God works to redeem them, so should I

· show love, compassion – not rejection

3.2 God Created Us, Has a Plan for Us
Listen for things that amaze David, the psalmist.
Psalm 139:13-16 (NIV) For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. [14] I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. [15] My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, [16] your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be. 
 Why did God know David so well? 

· God created his innermost being

· God knit him together in his mother’s womb

· David’s frame was not hidden from God as he developed “in the secret place”

· David could see that he was fearfully and wonderfully made

· David could see the genius of God’s design for our bodies, our lives

How did David describe his amazement?

· I praise you

· I am fearfully and wonderfully made

· your works are wonderful – I’m sure of it

What words and phrases are clues the passage gives us about when life begins?

· your eyes saw my unformed body

· you created my inmost being

· all my days written before one of them happened

How do you think David might be even more amazed about pregnancy and the start of life today?  What enables us to see the marvels of the pre-born child?

· sonograms – pictures, even videos, ability to hear the baby’s heartbeat

· analysis of amniotic fluids to determine problems early

· tests of the newborn for hearing, sight

What do these verses affect what we believe about abortion?

· abortion does away with God's special creation

· it interferes with God's plan for a life

So what should characterize our treatment of others … the sick, poor, disabled, elderly, in light of the fact that we are all fearfully and wonderfully made?
· God values them

· so should we

· they are worth our attention, our help

· God does not marginalize them, we cannot either

· God does not treat them as if they are a burden … neither can we

3.3 God Is with Us
Listen for David’s use of hyperbole.
Psalm 139:17-18 (NIV) How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! [18] Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand. When I awake, I am still with you. 
How does David describe God’s attention?

· God’s thoughts are precious

· the total sum of them is vast

· they are uncountable

What kinds of things slip our minds?  What do we so easily forget?

· what to buy at the grocery store

· supposed to call someone

· forget to invite someone

· forget a family member’s or friend’s birthday

· forget where we put keys, glasses, wallet, tv-remote, etc.

(  
David points out that we don’t slip God’s mind


He thinks about us constantly!

Not only are God’s thoughts with us, His presence is also constantly with us.  How does that reality make you feel?

· relieved

· encouraged

· empowered

· assurance that I’m not alone

· me and God make a majority

( God values us!  He has assigned worth to those made in His image.
For each of the categories below, how can you show love and worth to these people?
Love and worth to unborn children …

· contribute to homes for mothers in crisis pregnancies

· pray for women who are tempted to go through abortion

Love and worth to children and students …

· provide the best Sunday School teachers

· pray for public school teachers

· follow through with the admonition of Deut. 6, to expose them to God’s Truth daily

Love and worth to people with physical and/or mental challenges …
· help to provide the best care possible

· prayer for their daily development

· prayer for their care givers

4. Application
4.1 The Lord knows each of us fully and intimately

· Understanding this should be awe-inspiring and humbling.

· This week be aware, meditate on the fact that you are of worth in God’s sight.

4.2 Life is the creation of the Lord … thus life is precious in His sight.

· Life from it’s very conception, through all of our lifetime is lived under God’s view towards the end of achieving His holy purpose.

· Each day thank God for His personal attention in every aspect of your life.

4.3 God’s thoughts on your behalf are superior to your own … in both quality and quantity.
· You cannot escape His presence.

· Each day remember that He is with you every moment.
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