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I Call on You
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Who ya gonna call?
GHOSTBUSTERS

Ifthere’s something weird
and it don't look good
Who ya gonna call?
GHOSTBUSTERS




1. Motivate
A famous movie had a theme song with these lyrics: 
What other events in our lives dictate who we call (other than Ghostbusters)?

· car breakdown
· results of a medical test (good or bad)
· new job, loss of job
· child or grandchild wins the game

· new baby (grandbaby) on the way
2. Transition

Who we call depends on the circumstances.  

Today ( we study why we can call on God in any circumstance!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Hear Me
Listen for David’s prayer requests.
Psalm 86:1-7 (NIV) A prayer of David. Hear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. [2] Guard my life, for I am devoted to you. You are my God; save your servant who trusts in you. [3] Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I call to you all day long. [4] Bring joy to your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. [5] You are forgiving and good, O Lord, abounding in love to all who call to you. [6] Hear my prayer, O Lord; listen to my cry for mercy. [7] In the day of my trouble I will call to you, for you will answer me. 
What specific blessings did David ask of the Lord? 

· answer his needs of poverty

· wanted God to guard him

· sought mercy from God

· desired joy in his life
What do you see here that motivated David to write this prayer? 

· he was in need

· needed God’s protection

· needed God’s forgiveness

· felt the need for God’s love

· desired God’s mercy

· knew that when he was in trouble, he could call on God

Why did David believe the Lord would answer his prayer? 

· He declared, “You are my God”

· God can be trusted, David trusted God

What kinds of things cause people to feel like their prayers are “hitting the ceiling”?

· sin in our lives

· sickness – you feel so crummy, you don’t sense that you are communicating

· distractions in our lives

· extended bad times (physical, financial, relational)

· when you don’t see answers to prayer as soon as you would like

What are some keys to having confidence that God hears our prayers?

· come to God with Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Supplication      A.C.T.S.

· meditation on the attributes of God (omniscience, omnipotence, love, patience, righteousness/justice, …)

· claiming God’s promises

· praying scripture

· praying for people the application of a Bible study, sermon, personal meditation

What impact does hiding sin have on communicating with God?

· if we are in rebellion (passive or active) the only prayer God hears is confession, repentance

· we tend to want to hide from God for everything

· recall Adam and Eve’s sin and how they hid

· hiding sin impairs our communication with God

What kinds of prayer requests do we hear people make most of the time

· physical needs

· people struggling with terrible diseases

· people who have had great tragedy (an accident, loss of job, problem on the job)

· kids in school

· our nation in trouble

What kinds of things do we rarely want to share as prayer requests?

· personal failure, 

· problem with anger, 

· an addiction of some kind (even food)

· wayward child

· overcome with worry

· family relational problems

What do you think keeps us from sharing such problems?

· pride

· don’t want anyone to think we’re unspiritual

· not sure prayer will help 

· perceive that it is too big/small for God to help (both are lies from Satan)

3.2 Teach Me
Listen for David’s motivation to pray.
Psalm 86:8-13 (NIV) Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord; no deeds can compare with yours. [9] All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, O Lord; they will bring glory to your name. [10] For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God. [11] Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name. [12] I will praise you, O Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your name forever. [13] For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the depths of the grave. 
In this passage, what specific blessings did David ask of the Lord?

· wanted God’s teaching

· desired to walk in God’s Truth

· desired to focus on, trust in God alone … an undivided heart

What do you see as David’s motivation to write this prayer? 

· God’s uniqueness, holiness

· God deserved his trust, 

· God deserves glory from men

· God’s greatness, His demonstrated power

What attitude did David have toward himself? 

· need God’s direction

· felt like he might have divided loyalties

· needed God’s deliverance

How did David demonstrate his dependence on God? 

· teach me your way, then I will walk in your truth

· realized the need to stand in awe, fear of God

· noted God’s great love towards him

· declared God had already delivered him from death
Why might someone who has been a Christian for some years think there is nothing more they can learn from God’s ways?

· they’ve heard lots of sermons, lots of SS lessons

· their knowledge of God might be only superficial and not realize how much they need to know

· if they’ve not been reading God’s Word, they experience its depth

· they need to know there is much that they don’t know

How does a willingness to keep on learning from God’s Word affect us when we are facing hard times?

· we are never too old or too experienced to learn something new

· God is always using the experiences we face to teach us new Truth about Himself

· we can learn again and again that God is sufficient – no matter what our needs

3.3 Help Me
Listen for the source of David’s confidence.
Psalm 86:15-16 (NIV) But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness. [16] Turn to me and have mercy on me; grant your strength to your servant and save the son of your maidservant. 
In these verses, what specific blessings did David ask of the Lord? 

· mercy

· love

· strength

· protection

What do these verses say about David’s motivation to write this prayer? 

· God’s compassion

· God’s grace

· God’s love

· God’s faithfulness

· God’s mercy

David was confident about God’s attributes.  How will we live if we have confidence in God’s character, His attributes?

· in obedience

· in submission

· giving of our resources to God’s kingdom/rule

· service to God

In what ways does our own strength fail us at times?

· we run out of strength – physical, emotional, spiritual

· our “tanks run dry”

· life can pile on more than we can handle

· human strength has limits

· ultimately, we find that we are weak, sinful

How does relying on God’s strength change everything?

· it’s a matter of faith

· just like we acquire or gain salvation by living a righteous life

· it is God that has accomplished our salvation

· neither can we please God in daily living by relying in our own strength

· it is God who accomplishes a life of righteousness and holiness in and through us

4. Application
4.1 God is great and God is good
· Be convinced of this and you can be confident in prayer

· This week realize your dependence on God

· Thank God for His power and authority and love at work in your life this week

4.2 We need to learn from the Lord
· Prayer will transform you – for now – for eternity
· Ask Him to teach you this week

4.3 Prayer is not one of those nagging items on our “to do” list
· Prayer is our love for God

· This week ask God to help you improve the quality and depth of communication with Him
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