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How Did We Get Here and Why?

1. Motivate

Think about when you completed a project for your yard or for your house … how did you feel when it was all done?

· tired,  relieved

· a sense of achievement

· enjoyment in the finished product

· proud of accomplishment

· want to show it off to others

2. Transition

Consider how God felt when He completed the Creation – He had a specific design and purpose  … for our universe, for our planet, and for us !!

( Understanding this helps us relate correctly to Him and to His creation

( Today we look at how the Bible’s account of our origins affects our lives today

3. Bible Study

3.1 God Spoke
Listen for God’s actual method of creation – what did He do to make it happen?

Genesis 1:2-3 (NIV) Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. [3] And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. Genesis 1:6 (NIV) And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water." [9] And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And it was so. [11] Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. [14] And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, [20] And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." 
How did the author describe the earth at the beginning of creation? 

· formless and empty

· darkness over surface of the deep

· Spirit of God hovering over the waters

Use your imagination … how do you think it looked when God created something out of nothing?

· at first space was empty, then … whump … planets (and later, plants and animals) appear

· maybe it was more like a slow dissolve on a video screen … hazy at first then more and more solid

· maybe there was a string of related objects appearing in sequence, each one just a bit different than the others

According to verse 9, what did God do on the third day of creation?
· water gathered into one place

· dry ground 
· vegetation

· seed-bearing plants and trees on the land

· plants that bear fruit with seed in it

And from verse 14, what happened on the fourth day?

· lights in the expanse of the sky (stars)

· separate night and day

· signs to mark seasons, days, years

What did God do on the fifth day of creation (vs. 20)?

· creatures that live in the water

· birds that fly across the sky

What order do you see in God’s creation?

· sequence of things needed 

· first light

· then water and land

· then plants

· then animals (which need the plants for food)

What is the significance of God speaking and God acting to accomplish creation?

· God creates what exists from nothing

· we are wrong to say a man creates … he/she innovates

· we take what exists and put it into a different form

· God creates by declaration … He speaks and things come into being 
In addition to the details of creation, what can we learn about our creator from these opening verses of the Bible?

· His power

· His authority

· His creativity

· His wise and intricate design

· His omnipresence

· by knowing that there are 60,000 varieties of beetles, we learn God likes variety.
· By seeing a volcano, a tidal wave, or an earthquake, we learn God is powerful. 
· From the delicately balanced ecosystem, we can observe God is incredibly organized.
Why do you think it matters what we believe about the origins of the universe?

· if God didn’t do it, if there was no God that did it, then our lives have little eternal value

· if everything just happened by chance, then we come into existence and leave this life much like plants

· can we know the Creator or did He just put in a “battery” to keep things going and sit back and watch?

· If it is possible for non-living matter to create itself into living things, then God is not necessary for the origin of life.
· if mankind as the highest form of life, have humans progressed from lower life-forms and does that we are basically good and getting better all the time?

· Evolutionary theory implies that moral standards are just social ideas that have come about over time.  Morals become whatever you want them to be — they are relative and situational.
3.2 God Created People in His Image
Listen for plural pronouns and what they imply.
Genesis 1:26-27 (NIV) Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." [27] So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 
What do the verses say about how God created man? 

· let us make man in our image

· in our likeness

· let them rule over fish, birds, livestock

· let them rule over all the earth, over all creatures

· male and female

What is different about the creation of man and the creation of the other creatures?

· man has rule over the other creatures

· there is no mention of male and female animals, just of man and woman

What do you think it means when you read that you are made “in the image of God”?

· it doesn’t mean you are a God
· think snapshot or facsimile of God

· we occupy a higher place in the created order
· godliness is the path to greatest fulfillment

· you are creative because God is creative

· you are spiritual because God is Spirit

· you communicate because God communicates

· we have intelligence, emotions, a will

· since God is relational or social, so are you

· you are morally responsible because God is a moral being
God showed from the beginning His intention for two distinct types of humans – male and female.  Why is that distinction so specifically vital in our world today?

· some people are trying to change God’s designs to fit their own desires

· it is important to hold to biblical standards, not re-invent one’s own standards

· if we deny God’s design and standards on one issue, then we leave ourselves open on other issues

How should we respond when views contrary to God’s plan (stated here) are presented?

· politely disagree

· point out what Scripture states

· do not reject the person who holds this view, politely reject their view or belief

· be ready to be made fun of, declared a homophobe or gay-hater

How does the fact that people are made in God’s image affect the way you feel about yourself?

· we are fearfully and wonderfully made

· God values what I am like

· I should value what I am like

· God has a purpose for our lives

· God wants to have a relationship with me – how neat is that?

Let’s make an acrostic to help us think about some of the concepts we’ve learned today.   Write descriptive phrases for the points of our lesson … GOD SPOKE   and  IN HIS IMAGE


4. Application

4.1 As a devotional exercise, create acrostics using the words of other concepts related to creation.
· CREATOR

· PROVIDER

· SUSTAINER
4.2 All things have their beginning in the powerful word of God
· God is the almighty Creator and Sustainer

· This week, look for the orderliness of the creation around  you

· Trust God to order your life in similar manner

4.3 You are God’s special creation … you are created in His image and likeness
· Take some time to contemplate how you are fulfilling God’s purpose in your life

· Ask God’s help in having Christ centered purposes

· Trust Him to keep centered on those purposes and keep your life from ending up chasing down “rabbit trails”
Remember that people “create” with preexisting materials or thoughts.  God began with nothing.
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