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Hope Shared

1. Motivate

What is something you had to share when you were growing up?

· bedroom, a closet, the bathroom

· clothes

· bicycle

· family car

· toys

· books

· video games

· chores

· the last piece of cake

2. Transition

Sharing can mean you get less of something (such as the closet or the last piece of cake)

· It can also mean more – such as sharing a good book

· Sharing the Gospel can also mean so much more to the one who receives it

3. Bible Study

3.1 See Others’ Need for Hope
Listen for who Peter and John meet.
Acts 3:1-4 (NIV)  One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer--at three in the afternoon. [2] Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. [3] When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. [4] Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, "Look at us!"
You are a reporter for the Jerusalem Journal .  Answer the journalism questions for this passage – Who?  Where?  Why?  When?  What?

Who?

· Peter, John, the crippled man

Where?

· the temple

When?

· 3:00 in the afternoon

Why?

· to worship

What?

· man sat begging

· sat there every day, begged from people going into temple

· asked Peter and John for money

· Peter got his attention … “look at us”

Some more “Why?”   

Why would Peter and John, now followers of the resurrected Christ be going into the temple?

· they were raised Jewish

· Jesus was Jewish

· they were worshiping

· they wanted to declare to godly people that the Messiah had come

Why did the lame man’s asking alms from temple goers seem to be a wise strategy?

· when you go to church you want to look holy, righteous

· people would be more of a “soft touch” when playing the role of righteousness

· wanted to find sympathetic people

Why do you think Peter and John gazed at the man?

· saw his need

· remembered Jesus’ concern for suffering people

· realized that God could work in the man’s life … both physically and spiritually

· here was someone who needed the touch of God in his life

Based on the story, how can we know the man was not faking an illness but was genuinely lame?

· he had friends carry him there each day

· the verses say he was lame from birth

· this was a congenital birth defect

How can we discern the  less obvious needs of others?  We don’t always know medical history or family background?

· pay attention to what is going on around you

· look at people, notice their attitude, their appearance 

· listen to what they are saying

· get your nose out of your smart-phone

Why did they exhort the man to look on them in return?

· get his attention

· have him focus on what they were about to say

· would also catch attention of people around him

· get him to realize they were about to do something special for him, right then

3.2 Offer Hope in Christ
Listen for how Peter and John respond.
Acts 3:5-8 (NIV)   So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.  [6] Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk." [7] Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong. [8] He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. 

What did Peter say to the beggar? 

· we don’t have money to give you

· we have something better than money

· and we’re ready to share it

· in the name of Jesus, get up and walk

What obstacles or excuses keep us from serving people and offering hope?

· lack of faith

· lack of interest in needs of others

· too busy with our own lives

· we segregate ourselves from other socio-economic groups

· lack of burden for the lost

Why might Peter have extended his hand to help the man to stand?

· to get up and walk was the last thing he thought might happen

· the man’s faith was weak or nonexistent

· the man needed some urging, some encouragement

· it was an act of faith on Peter’s part … anyone can say “get up and walk”

What thoughts do you think were going through the man’s mind at various points of this encounter?
· when they said we don’t have money … “move along”

· when they told him to look at them … “what for, if you’ve got no money …”

· when they told him to get up and walk … “how insensitive … I would if I could”

· when they lifted him up … “whoa … I can’t do this”

· when he was able to walk … “wow, I can’t believe this”

· leaping and walking … “watch this!”
After he was healed, where did the beggar go? 

· into the temple courts

· walking, jumping

· praising God

How do the words “leaping up” and “walking” reinforce that a miracle had taken place?

· was a full and immediate healing

· he didn’t have to stumble about

· it was obviously a miracle … not just a man trying to use weak and stiff limbs

· other people could see it was God’s work

In addition to a physical miracle, what does the man’s being able to enter the temple suggest?

· maybe wasn’t allowed in the temple

· now he could go and worship in a proper manner – this was a spiritual healing also

· didn’t need to hang around outside and beg

· now he was one of the worshipers

Peter and John healed in Jesus’ name.  How can we meet the needs of others so that it clearly points to God?

· as a church have an organized benevolent ministry

· instead of just throwing money in their hat, strike up a conversation with them

· get to know them, their needs … which will probably be spiritual as well as physical or economic

· pray with them

· specifically let them know that the practical help they are receiving is given in Jesus’ name

· draw them into the ministry of the church … 

· “leading all people into a life-changing, ever-growing relationship with Jesus Christ”

3.3 Point Others to God
Listen for further results of the healing.
Acts 3:9-10 (NIV)   When all the people saw him walking and praising God, [10] they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 

What evidence did the people see that indicated something amazing had happened to the lame man at the temple gate?

· he was probably well known by regular temple worshipers

· now here he is walking and jumping, demonstrating the fullness of the healing

· they could see this was real, not a fake event

How did the people who saw all of this respond?

· filled with wonder and amazement

· shared his excitement

· no doubt they praised God also

How have you witnessed the ripple effect of helping someone in a small way that impacted others in a big way?

· someone gave money to help a college student … that student went on to be active in Christian ministry (full time or as a lay-person)

· needy person comes to the church for a handout, while there they find Jesus as savior, eventually their whole family comes to the Lord

· kind word of advice and encouragement helps someone through the problem they’re struggling with, they, in turn, help someone else who has a similar problem

What kind of ripple effect can our church initiate?

· benevolent ministry

· summer kids’ activities

· door to door witnessing
· summer mission trips

· volunteer tasks for the church, for local organizations

4. Application
4.1 Open your eyes!
· Take time each day to ask the Lord for special “sight.”

· “God make me aware of those around me who need You in their lives.”

4.2 Open your home!
· As God gives you that awareness, establish relationships with them.

· Let them see Jesus in you.

· Invite them over to share a meal.
4.3 Open your mouth!
· Share your story of hope with a friend or co-worker.

· Tell them how Jesus brought you through a rough time.
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