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The Holy Spirit Is Essential to a Holy Life

1. Motivate

What wireless devices do you use in  your household?
· wireless phone (to your landline)

· cell phone

· wireless router for your computers, wireless hookup to printers

· key-fob for your vehicles

· garage door openers

· portable radios

2. Transition

An invisible signal … you cannot read or recognize it … 

· is transformed into discernable signals to control our various devices
Today we look at how … in a similar way … the Holy Spirit provides power 

· power to live victorious Christian lives
3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Spirit Changes Our Mind-Set
Listen for the results of having a sinful mind-set.
Romans 8:5-9 (NIV)   Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. [6] The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; [7] the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. [8] Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.  [9] You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 

List the characteristics of those who have the mind-set of the flesh.
· minds set on what that sinful nature desires

· mind-set is death

· hostile to God

· cannot submit to God’s law

· cannot please God

· life is controlled by the sinful nature

What are the characteristics of those whose lives have the mind-set of the Spirit?

· minds set on what the Spirit desires

· the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace

· submits to God’s law

· able to submit to God’s law

· not hostile to God

· pleases God
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Agree or disagree 


	Agree
	Disagree

	· you are submitting to God
· you are able  to submit to God

· you live to please God

· your mind is set on what God desires
	· we still live in mortal bodies
· you must be submitting moment by moment, and sometimes we don’t

· the struggle is still there, the ability to overcome the struggle becomes available


Why is it impossible for a person by an act of pure willpower to change his or her mind-set to please God?
· that depends on human strength

· we need God’s power at work in our lives

· we cannot earn our salvation by our works, neither can we work to live the Christian life 

· Christ must accomplish freeing us from both sin’s penalty and sin’s power

Think of some organizations you belong to … service organizations, sports clubs, clubs having to do with your hobbies, PTA, booster clubs for your kid’s school activities, etc.  What kinds of things show that you are a member?
· a membership card or certificate

· your involvement in their activities

· faithfully attending the meetings

· your active support of the club

· your recruiting of new members

What kinds of things show that you are a Christian … that you belong to God?

· you might have a church membership certificate, but that doesn’t mean you belong to God

· active involvement in the Lord’s work

· your support of the Kingdom of God

· promoting or sharing your faith with those who do not belong to God

What does verse 9 say in answer to this question?

· whether or not you are controlled by the Spirit

· you demonstrate the presence of the Spirit of God within your life

3.2 God’s Spirit Empowers Us
What are some obligations you have that you enjoy?

· caring for children, grandchildren

· some household chores you may enjoy (tending a garden, making the yard look good)

· a church ministry you have volunteered for

What about some obligations you do NOT enjoy?

· paying taxes

· jury duty

· cleaning the bathroom

Listen for reasons you don’t want to be “obligated to the flesh”.
Romans 8:10-13 (NIV) But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. [11] And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you. [12] Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. [13] For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 
Paul says we are not obligated to the sinful nature.  What obligation do we have?

· receive the Spirit’s power and enabling
· put to death the misdeeds of the body

· you don’t die, instead you live in His power

What are other results of the Spirit of Christ living within the life of the believer?
· the body is dead because of sin
· your own spirit is alive because of Christ’s righteousness

· God’s Spirit gives life to your mortal body

· the Spirit puts to death the misdeeds of the body

From what kinds of actions and attitudes can God’s Spirit set us free?

· anger 

· physical or emotional abuse of those around us

· substance abuse

· improper desires about the things we see and hear

· misuse of the resources God gives us

( The Holy Spirit is continually at work in our lives

· He convicts/convinces us of the righteousness available for our daily living

· He enables us to replace patterns of sin with patterns of righteousness

3.3 God’s Spirit Confirms Our Adoption
Listen for a new relationship God makes possible for the believer.
Romans 8:14-17 (NIV)  because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. [15] For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship (or adoption, KJV). And by him we cry, "Abba, Father." [16] The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. [17] Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

What words and phrases describe the new kind of relationships the believer has with God?
· sons of God

· no longer a slave to fear

· you have the Spirit of sonship, 
· as if we are actually allowed to call Him “Daddy” or “Papa”
· we are God’s children, even adopted into God’s family
· we are heirs of God, co-heirs with Christ

What special relationship does an adopted child have with the adoptive parents?

· he/she was chosen on purpose

· the adoptive parents did not make a “mistake”
· birth parents have to “take what they get”

What kinds of feelings does being “chosen on purpose” by God bring to you?

· encouraged

· you feel special

· you feel wanted

· you realize that God sought you out … your relationship with Him was not by accident, not by chance 

3.4 God’s Spirit Helps Our Prayers
Listen for how God’s Spirit helps us in our weakness.
Romans 8:26-27 (NIV)  In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. [27] And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will. 

In what circumstances might we find it hard to pray?
· for someone who has a fatal illness

· when we are so upset about an issue that we have trouble even concentrating

· you might be very sick yourself and have trouble thinking, concentrating on prayer

· when the need is very complicated and we don’t see any possible solution

According to this passage, how does the Holy Spirit join us to help in our praying?

· helps us in our weakness

· when we don’t know what to pray, the Spirit himself intercedes for us

· the Spirit searches our heart

· He intercedes for us in accordance with God’s will

( Just like the wireless device’s ability to interpret indiscernible signals …
· the Holy Spirit takes our weak spiritual “signals”

· and translates them into things that are beautifully aligned to the heart of God

4. Application
4.1 Whatever occupies your time, energies and thoughts reflects your mind-set or value system
· Ask God to have the Spirit guide your life more fully than He has in the past

· Know that God’s Spirit lives, dwells within you as a believer

· Seek a spiritual mind-set which results in life and peace and a close relationship with the Lord

4.2 Know that when a person comes to Christ, the old sinful nature is dead and buried
· But the old life keeps asserting itself into the Christian’s experience

· Therefore, believers must continue to put the old life or old nature to death

· This can only be done by allowing the power of the Holy Spirit to be at work in our lives

· Tell Him today, tell Him every day to be in charge, to rule in your life

4.3 What is one issue in your life right now in which you need the Holy Spirit’s intercession?
· Tell God about it right now

· If you feel able or free, share that with a prayer partner

· Tell God you don’t know how to pray, you are trusting Him to deal with it in a way that glorifies Him and accomplishes His purposes




Having a changed mind-set means that a Christian will no longer struggle with sin.
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