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Good Work

1. Motivate

What might a person like or dislike about their first real job?
	Like
	Dislike

	· good pay
· nice fringe benefits

· work is meaningful, rewarding, worthwhile

· nice boss, nice co-workers
	· long hours for low pay
· aggravating co-workers, boss

· doesn't "fit" me

· meaningless drudgery

· would like longer vacations 


2. Transition

Despite our view of work as drudgery we want to see how God views work …

( It is part of God's plan !   

( It is meant to be a gift, a blessing, not a curse.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Creation and Vocation
Listen for the tasks that God gave to Adam.

Genesis 1:28 (NIV)  God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 

What tasks do you see listed for Adam?

· be fruitful and increase in number

· fill the earth and subdue it 

· rule over fish, birds, livestock, every living creature

What blessings of God do you identify in this verse?

· human relationships

· opportunity/responsibility to be in charge

· gave them something meaningful to do

· set them up with great jobs

What is the relationship between God’s blessing and our work?

· God has given us the task, the job

· God has placed us (for whatever period of time) at this job/task

· He means to bless us in that job

· He means to bless others through us as we do that job

Note that this description of tasks for humans was given before the fall.  Why is that significant?

· Work is not meant to be a punishment

· it is part of God's purpose for us

· it is the fulfilling of what God meant for us to be and to do

· there is a sense in which it give meaning to our lives

· it could be another way in which we are like God … we are given dominion/rule over our "world," our circle of existence

3.2 Vocation and Responsibility
Listen for a description of the garden.
Genesis 2:8-9 (NIV)   Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. [9] And the Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground--trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. … [15] The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it

What did God put in in Eden?

· on the east side, a garden

· all kinds of trees grew there

· good looking trees

· trees that had fruit to eat

What picture comes to mind when you hear the word “garden” in these verses?

· neat rows of vegetables

· trees with tasty fruit hanging

· pretty flowers grouped together

· nice landscaping

· fountains, bird baths

Note the phrase “pleasing to the eye.” What does that imply about human beings?

· we have an appreciation for good composition of a scene, for colors

· we like to “feed our eyes” as much as feed our stomachs

· God’s creation is meant to be viewed as beautiful

· when we see pretty flowers, a nice garden, thank God for how He designed it all

For what purpose did God put man in the Garden of Eden? 

· to work the garden

· to take care of it

What do these verses say about why work is a good thing?

· it is part of God’s plan for man

· it is a responsibility given to us by God, Himself

· God gives us resources, expects us to make use of them and take care of them

· we honor and glorify God by taking care of the resources He gives us

So why is work often seen as drudgery?

· some work is boring

· we might feel there is no purpose to it

· recall the “Dirty Jobs” TV show … some work is nasty 

· some work is dangerous, involves risks, high probability of injury

· we have the wrong attitude in how we approach work

· we don’t see it as a way to honor God by what we do

How could work dishonor God?

· if it becomes our deity

· if we become workaholics

· if we use our work to dishonor God

· when like the sluggard, one neglects work

· when the work done is harmful, against godly principles

What is the difference between busyness and diligence?  

	Busyness
	Diligence

	· activity just for the sake of activity

· work that just keeps you busy

· you are doing something just to keep you active

· feel no sense of accomplishment

· a flurry of activity to make it look like you are busy
	· constant and earnest effort to accomplish what is undertaken

· care and caution required to do something right

· doing your best

· making sure the task is completed correctly


What can a believer do to have more of an attitude of diligence, even when the task may be menial?

· look for ways to do the best job possible

· pray as you work … for co-workers, for supervisors, for family, etc.

· ask God to help you have an attitude of diligence … even when the work is boring

· be an encouragement others around you, instead of always joining in complaining

Not working hard enough (the sluggard) can be negative, but working too hard can also be negative.  How do we find a godly balance in our work?

· ask God to help you find that balance

· realize there are different areas of your life which all need attention (family, work, church, etc.)

· be sensitive to the needs of others around you … especially family

· may require saying “no” to some requests at work … put family or church involvement first

3.3 Responsibility and Freedom
Listen for the role of personal choice in Adam and Eve’s actions.

Genesis 2:16-17 (NIV) And the Lord God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; [17] but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." 

What freedoms did God give Adam and Eve?

· freedom to work and take care of the garden 

· could eat from any tree in the garden … except … “tree of the knowledge of good and evil”

How are God’s restrictions actually indications of His blessings?

· He sets limits to keep us from harming ourselves

· He knows what is best for us and specifies actions and attitudes that will bless us

· It’s like an owner’s manual … “use this device in this manner to get the best results “

· when God tells us to do/not do something it’s for true freedom

· it is not meant merely for constraint

· God’s commands are meant to free us

· God’s directives are always selfless, true, and loving

Why do you think are we attracted to do what God has forbidden?

· Satan tries to make us think it’s OK

· our sinful flesh desires the opposite

· we like to think we know better

· we seem to naturally rebel against most any kind of authority (stop signs, speed limits, IRS, even “wet paint” signs)

· we inherit the natural tendency to sin

What choices in your work will lead to blessing or curse?

	Blessing
	Curse

	· do your best

· honesty

· kindness

· help each other

· honest day’s work, no goofing off

· work safely
	· do only enough to get by

· get someone else to clock you in or out if you are late or need to leave early

· “step on” others as you climb the ladder to success

· suck up to superiors

· give new guys and people under you a hard time


How can believers protect themselves from Satan’s deception and confusion?

· to know counterfeit, you must know the real thing

· read, study, apply God’s words

· James 4:7 (NIV)  “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”

4. Application
4.1 As human beings, we have a unique relationship with God
· He blesses us and communicates directly with us

· We are called to serve as God’s agents in exercising responsible care for the creation

· As you view the beauty around you this week, honor the Lord as Creator.

4.2 The Lord God has ably and abundantly provided for us that we might live
· God’s provisions are accompanied by responsibility for their care and use.

· Work is good … it is a God-given assignment

· Partner with God in your work and serve Him faithfully
4.3 The freedom to enjoy God’s blessings is accompanied by the responsibility to obey His word.
· Disobedience alienates us from God

· Seek God’s strength to do your job as a blessing … to God and to others around  you

You might consider showing a clip from the “Dirty Jobs” show to preface this question
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