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God’s Promise of Faithfulness

1. Motivate

What are some common promises people make?

· the check is in the mail

· I’ll call you

· the doctor will be right with you

· this won’t hurt a bit

· we’ll do lunch

· I’ll be there at noon

· I’ll only be in the store for a couple of minutes

· and all for only $19.99
2. Transition

Today we look at some of God’s promises

· God is faithful in every circumstance

· We can always depend on God’s promises

3. Bible Study

3.1 Praise for God’s Faithfulness
Listen for  promises made.
Psalm 89:1-2 (NIV)  I will sing of the LORD's great love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all generations. 2  I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself.
What promises did the psalm writer make to the Lord? 

· I will sing of your love

· I will speak of your faithfulness

· I will declare of your eternal love 
How is the Lord described in these two verses?  What are the attributes of God being praised?

· faithful

· loving

· eternal

· loving to succeeding generations, for all people

· it’s foundation is in heaven itself

Why can the mercies and faithfulness of which the psalmist spoke be counted on?

· God has made His love and faithfulness eternal

· He established it in heaven

· it’s not just local or for some people

· it is for all people for all time everywhere they are

What are some everyday reminders of God’s faithfulness?

· God’s sufficiency 

· protection

· health

· beauty of God’s creation

· God’s Word speaking to us every day

This is a hymn/psalm – the people sang this in worship.  What are some hymns and gospel songs that express these same concepts about God?
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How Great Thou Art

· Oh Worship the King

· “I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever”

· Love divine all loves excelling

· Amazing Grace

· Oh For a Thousand Tongues

· Wonderful Grace of Jesus

(You could use downloads from http://www.paperlesshymnal.com/tph/free/freesongs.htm)

If you wrote a song about God's steadfast love in your life, what examples would you include of that love?

· constant supply

· God is able 

· times when He answered prayer

· the enjoyment of the beauty of a garden

· God's artistry in beautiful sunsets

· the joy of loving family

· encouragement when I feel down

· strength to go on

Who are some people to whom we need to declare God's loving kindness and great faithfulness?

· neighbors

· family members

· people on our class list 

· people who cannot make it out to Sunday services

· people who need encouragement in their new found faith

· kids, grandkids

( God wants us to maintain our confident hope, in spite of difficult circumstances.

3.2 Celebrate God’s Faithfulness
Listen for rhetorical questions.
Psalm 89:5-8 (NIV)  The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. 6  For who in the skies above can compare with the LORD? Who is like the LORD among the heavenly beings? 7  In the council of the holy ones God is greatly feared; he is more awesome than all who surround him. 8  O LORD God Almighty, who is like you? You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you.
 What character traits of the Lord’s did the psalm writer express in these verses?

· faithfulness

· uniqueness, incomparable, unparalleled, unequaled

· greatly feared, awesome, amazing

· mighty, powerful

What rhetorical questions are asked?

· Who can compare to the Lord?

· Who is like the Lord among heavenly beings?

· O Lord God Almighty, who is like you?

Why are these rhetorical questions compelling?

· the answers are obvious

· NO ONE can compare to God

· He is Jehovah … THE GOD WHO IS … (unlike them who ain’t)

What do we usually do when we feel rejected or lonely?
· eat chocolate,  OD on cookies
· cry

· mope

· sleep

· kick the dog

What should we do when we feel alone and deserted by God? 
· read and claim God’s promises

· a good practice is to read the Psalms … David (and the other writers) express how they feel and the conclusions they come to about God

· talk to God about how you feel

· remember that feelings are not what we base our faith on 
see http://www.cru.org/train-and-grow/classics/transferable-concepts/walk-in-the-spirit.html
Let’s list some promises God has made to us.  Here are a few …

https://letotherthingsgo.wordpress.com/2011/08/30/54-promises-god-has-made-to-me/
· … for the Lord my God will be with me, wherever I go.   Joshua 1:9

· God will keep me in perfect peace if my mind is ‘stayed’ on Him.  Isaiah 26:3

· “_____(insert your name), I (the Lord) will never leave you or forsake you.”  Hebrews 13:5

· He cares for me.  1 Peter 5:7
How are God’s promises different from the promises of our friends? 
	God’s Promises
	Friends’ Promises

	· always keeps promises

· has the resources to keep promises

· has the wisdom to know when to keep the promise

· has wisdom how to keep the promises
	· usually or sometimes keep promises

· may be unable to fulfill the promise

· may have bad timing (too soon, too late)

· may not get it quite right


3.3 Experience God’s Faithfulness
Listen for who is our shield.
Psalm 89:15-18 (NIV)  Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD. 16  They rejoice in your name all day long; they exult in your righteousness. 17  For you are their glory and strength, and by your favor you exalt our horn. 18  Indeed, our shield belongs to the LORD, our king to the Holy One of Israel.
What further character traits of the Lord’s did the psalm writer emphasize in these verses?

· God is present

· righteousness

· strenth

· glory (fame, renoun, influence)

· King, Ruler, Sovereignty

Whom did the psalm writer call "blessed"? (89:15) 
· those who learn to aclaim God – know the “passwords of praise”

· they walk in the light of God’s presence

· they exult in God’s righteousness

· they know who God is and what He does

· God is the King/Ruler of their lives

In what way do these verses fit into the discussion about God’s mercy and faithfulness?

· these are two good reasons to trust God

· these are two good reasons to praise God

· these are things we praise God about

· these are things we communicate to the world about God … loud and long!

How can we actively increase our trust in God?

· daily reading God’s Word to be reminded of Who He is … what He is doing

· make it a practice to look around you at God’s works of creation, His provision, His blessings

· join together with others to celebrate His faithfulness

· daily claim His promises

· be sure to thank Him and praise Him when He answers prayer, fulfills promises

4. Application
4.1 Choose forgiveness
· We have said that God is faithful, but people … not always

· When someone breaks his/her word to you, choose to forgive rather than wallowing in bitterness and disappointment

4.2 Note God’s faithfulness
· Make it a practice to write down how God has blessed you each day

· Keep a journal of God’s faithfulness as a constant reminder

· Note specific instances how God has never let you down
4.3 Share God’s faithfulness
· Who do you know who is struggling with faith because of trials in their life?

· Use the principles we have studied today to help you serve as a witness and testimony of God’s faithfulness and love

· Tell them what a mighty God we trust and serve

If you have a piano and a pianist, you might sing  one of these more well-known songs.
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