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God Restores His People

1. Motivate

What’s something you have rebuilt, restored, refinished, or fixed up?

· a boat or car

· a room in your house

· a piece of  antique furniture

· a piece of machinery or a lawn implement

· a musical instrument

· the landscaping around your house

· a model train set

2. Transition

God restores people!

· Today we look at how God restored the nation of Israel after their exile
· He can restore individual lives today also

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Promise of God
Listen for a warning and a promise.
Jeremiah 29:8-14 (NIV)   Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: "Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to have. [9] They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them," declares the Lord.  [10]   This is what the Lord says: "When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place. [11] For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. [12] Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. [13] You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. [14] I will be found by you," declares the Lord, "and will bring you back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you," declares the Lord, "and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile." 

What warnings did Jeremiah give the people?

· don’t try to give ideas to so called prophets

· they will only tell you what they think you want to hear

· don’t let them deceive you

· they are prophesying lies

· they don’t speak to you with My authority, I didn’t send them

What was the nature of God’s plans for Israel? 

· at the end of 70 years I will bring you back to Israel

· I plan to prosper you, not harm you

· I want to give you hope, and a future

· I plan that you will pray to Me and I will listen to you

· you will seek Me and find Me when you seek with all your heart

Why was it important for the exiles to know that God planned to prosper them and not to harm them?

· assurance

· God wanted them to keep their identity as Israelites

· He wanted them to know of His continuing love and watch-care over them

· He wanted them to realize God still had a plan for them as a people

We aren’t coming out of a 70 year exile, but which of the promises could relate to us today?

· God wants to prosper, not harm

· God wants us to hope in him

· God has good things for our future

· He desires that we pray to Him, trust Him

· if we seek after Him, we will find Him
Why does God want us to seek Him with our whole heart?

· He doesn’t want divided loyalties

· if God is second place in our lives, that other priority becomes an idol

· seeking to know and serve and submit to God with the whole of one’s being is the only way to keep our priorities straight

How do you seek God with your whole heart?

· complete honesty before the Lord

· quick to confess and repent when we sin, when we fail

· daily reading and meditating on the Truth in God’s Word

· daily communication with God through prayer

· telling God your needs

· telling Him of your trust in His sufficiency
What do you think these verses might suggest how God would have us pray for our country?
· that people realize God’s interest in us … as individuals and as a nation

· that we pray for the direction our country is taking

· that God would bring revival to our nation

· that we allow God to start that revival in our own hearts

3.2 The Return of God’s People
Listen for evidence of God’s working to restore Israel.
Ezra 1:1-5 (NIV)     In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and to put it in writing:  [2] "This is what Cyrus king of Persia says:   " 'The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. [3] Anyone of his people among you--may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the Lord, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem. [4] And the people of any place where survivors may now be living are to provide him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.' "    [5] Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites--everyone whose heart God had moved--prepared to go up and build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem. 

What pronouncement did Cyrus make?

· Jehovah God had given him all the kingdoms of the earth

· God had appointed him to build a temple for Him in Jerusalem

What specific instructions did Cyrus give to the people? 

· any of the people originally from Judah may go back their country

· you may go to rebuild the temple of Jehovah

· you have my authority to collect money and resources to do this construction

What does this passage reveal about Cyrus, the king of Persia?

· he appears to be a “God-fearer”

· he may have done this same thing for all captive peoples under his authority (this declaration could be a standard boilerplate type text)

· he was interested in repatriating captive peoples

· appears to be a religious person, thought rebuilding temples was important

What role was God playing in these events?

· God prompted, motivated Cyrus

· God brought specific people into authority

· God provided the means and the opportunity for these things to happen

· God’s whole purpose was to bring His people back to Israel so that the ultimate plan of the Messiah to be born would happen 

How does God work in the lives of individuals to restore them?

· confronts us with His Truth through preaching, teaching, personal testimony of others

· brings us to the end of ourselves, so that the only thing we can do is turn to God

· brings the influence of believers into our lives to point us to Jesus

· provides a mentor, an encourager

What can you learn from this story about God’s sovereignty over history?

· men think they are in control

· God is really the One who is controlling history

· we think we are so clever to make things happen, but God is really the one in charge

· sovereignty means that God does as God pleases to do … men cannot thwart Him

· in fact, their efforts to avoid God’s purposes will always “play into” His hands and in the end He wins
How does God’s returning His people to their homeland relate to revival in our own church?
· when we as individuals are in rebellion, God may work to get our attention

· He ultimately wants to set us back on track, back into a right relationship with Him

· He does not simply abandon us

· He will work in our lives to bring us back into His plans for us

3.3 The Response of God’s People
Listen for evidence that the people desired to hear God's Word.
Neh. 8:1-6 (NIV)     all the people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded for Israel.   [2] So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. [3] He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.   [4] Ezra the scribe stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion. Beside him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam.   [5] Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. [6] Ezra praised the Lord, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, "Amen! Amen!" Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 

What words or phrases show indicate the people’s deep desire to hear the God's Word?

· they told Ezra to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses

· men, women, and children were there

· they read for nearly 6 hours straight

· they listened attentively (for 6 hours)
What elements of worship did the people demonstrate?

· the people stood up as he read the Word

· they lifted their hands

· they responded “Amen! Amen!”

· they bowed down and worshiped with their faces to the ground

What does that say to us about appreciating God's Word?

· we should appreciate the availability of it, the fact that we can have it in our own language

· We should be willing to spend more time in God's Word than just reading a couple of verses and a canned commentary

· All ages need to be exposed to God's Word

· when it is neglected (as it had before the captivity) bad things happen

In what ways does God's Word bring you joy?

· peace

· assurance of God's love, God's power, God's authority

· encouragement

· wisdom

· a sense of God's righteousness/justice

· brings sense to a world of chaos and confusion

How do these verses show important steps in the process of restoration?

· God’s Word, God’s Truth must be communicated

· we need to have a hunger for knowing what God says

· we need to have an awe, a reverence for His Truth

· we need to respond in worship and in submission/obedience

4. Application
4.1 Even in the darkest of times, the Lord is working on our behalf and for His glory
· God desires His best for you
· When you earnestly desire and seek to know Him, you will be found by Him

· This week enjoy the benefit of being in right relationship with Him

4.2 All things are under God’s control.

· God is at work … even when you cannot see it … even when  you think He is not

· Whatever your stage in life, trust Him to accomplishes His purposes for you

· Be bold to step out in faith as He leads and supplies
4.3 The Word of God is powerful in its effects
· Scripture leads us to worship the Lord

· His Truth can be known and applied to your life

· Consider a daily Bible reading plan that you might begin
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