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God Dwells Among His People

1. Motivate

What is the best thing you’ve ever made with your own hands?
· wood working project

· landscaping project in the yard

· baked a cake/pie

· wood carving

· sewed a dress/suit

· made a quilt

· painted a picture

· built a house

· rebuilt a car

2. Transition

God gave specific instructions as to how the tabernacle was to be built

· The people worked together to accomplish this important task

· It was to be the place where God “dwelt”

· Today we look at how God’s presence was with them and with us.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Follow God’s Plan
Listen for the plans God specified.
Exodus 26:30-33 (NIV)    "Set up the tabernacle according to the plan shown you on the mountain.  [31] "Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with cherubim worked into it by a skilled craftsman. [32] Hang it with gold hooks on four posts of acacia wood overlaid with gold and standing on four silver bases. [33] Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the Testimony behind the curtain. The curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place. 

How would the Israelites know how to set up the tabernacle?

· God gave Moses the plan

· He showed it to him on the mountain

· curtain specifications given

· how to hang it also given

What are some descriptive words about God’s “interior design” plan for the tabernacle?

· detailed and specific

· used precious materials
· designed to be beautiful

· designed to make the tabernacle portable

· would remind the people of God and His holiness

God gave specific plans for the tabernacle, the place where the people would encounter Him.  How do people today try to change God’s plans for encountering Him?
· some will say there are “many ways” to come to God … Scripture says only through the person and work of Jesus Christ

· some try to encounter God by doing good deeds

· some even try to encounter God by taking mind altering substances

· others will try meditation

· some feel they must have a very formal and fancy church building

· others say it must be minimalist so as to not to distract from experiencing God

· some say it must be emotional, others say only intellectually with no emotion

God is not confined to space but is present everywhere (omnipresent).  Why did He need a “house”?  Name several possibilities based on His character?

· was a point of focus for the people

· He is invisible, but the people needed point of reference 

· He would display or manifest His presence there

· it would be  a teaching or object lesson … holy place, most holy place

· would show the contrast between man and God who is totally different, separate, different from man … He is Holy

How did the people of Israel benefit by working together on all these projects?

· establishes, fosters unity

· united towards a goal

· an act of obedience/faith – believing God’s instructions and following them

What are ways Christians can make a difference by working together?

· different kinds of ministries to others

· participating in a church project

· accomplishes together much more than individuals working alone

· outreach to others as a group shows that everyone sees a need and wants to help them

How is work a form of worship?

· worship is declaring God’s worth, “worth-ship”

· by doing we declare by our actions that God is worth serving

· we show that we want to do for others because God has done so much for us

Who benefited by the construction of the tabernacle?

· the people benefitted, they had a place to worship

· God was glorified … worshiped

· the people would know in a very real way of God’s presence and power

· the sacrifices made there would teach the people about God and about His requirements for dealing with sin

3.2 Encounter God’s Presence
Listen for promises God gives in these verses.
Exodus 29:43-46 (NIV) there also I will meet with the Israelites, and the place will be consecrated by my glory. [44] "So I will consecrate the Tent of Meeting and the altar and will consecrate Aaron and his sons to serve me as priests. [45] Then I will dwell among the Israelites and be their God. [46] They will know that I am the Lord their God, who brought them out of Egypt so that I might dwell among them. I am the Lord their God. 

How did God describe his relationship with the Israelites?

· I will dwell among the people

· I will be their God

· They will know that I am Jehovah, the God Who IS  (in contrast with them who ain’t!)

· they will remember what I have done for them … brought them out of Egypt

· they will realize that I set them free so I could dwell (manifest my presence) among them

God said He would meet with the Israelites.  What do you think it meant to “meet with” His people?

· He would communicate His power and authority and love

· He would communicate His commandments

· He would listen to their pleas, their prayers

· He would receive their worship and praises

How does God “meet with” us today?

· speaks to us through His Word

· confronts us through preaching, teaching, personal witness of another believer

· believers have God’s Holy Spirit indwelling them
· The Holy Spirit will bring to our consciousness things that God wants us to know

· The Spirit convicts/convinces us of things in our lives that are sin

· His Spirit directs our thinking in the way He wants us to live

· The Spirit empowers us for ministry and service to one another

God said He would meet with the Israelites in the tabernacle.  Why didn’t God meet with each Israelite in their own tents?

· God did not indwell each individual Israelite with His Holy Spirit as with believers today

· it only happened with specific people in specific situations

· it was God’s plan that people experience Him in corporate worship

· He wanted them their worship to be a spiritually unifying experience

Note: that is still true today

· we can and should worship God individually in our own quiet time

· Jesus, Himself, set the example for us in this discipline

· it is also important that we join together to praise and worship corporately

· Jesus practiced and Scripture teaches the regular participation in worship with other believers

3.3 Acknowledge God’s Glory
Listen for the original meaning of “in the cloud.”
Exodus 40:34-38 (NIV)   Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. [35] Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. [36] In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set out; [37] but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out--until the day it lifted. [38] So the cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel during all their travels. 

What happened after Moses finished setting up the tabernacle? 

· a cloud covered the tabernacle

· God’s glory filled the tabernacle

· it was so powerful that Moses couldn’t enter

Glory is the “weightiness” of God’s presence.  What do you think the people outside would have experienced?

· sound

· light

· an electric shock, like a science fiction “force field”

· a vacuum where Moses couldn’t breathe … or the opposite, a high pressure sensation

What would this teach them about God?

· don’t mess with God

· His very presence is powerful, full of energy 

· He is holy, separate from humans … totally different
How did God guide the Israelites in all their travels?

· the cloud covered, shadowed the tabernacle

· if the cloud moved, the people moved on following it

· if the cloud stopped, they stopped

· at night a fire within the cloud lit it up, enabling them to see

God doesn’t usually provide us with a cloud or a pillar of flame.  So how does God lead His people today? 

· specific commandments from Scripture

· principles from Scripture

· God’s Spirit impresses upon us what God wants us to do, often through the study or teaching of the Bible

· guidance from wise fellow believers

· sometimes even from the comments of unbelievers

4. Application
4.1 God is a God of the details … even the most minute details.
· We are to obey God in all the details He makes known.

· As in the tabernacle, sinful man is separated from Holy God

· Thank God today that Jesus work of redemption has made it possible for us to have a personal encounter with Holy God
4.2 God dwells among His people

· People, places, and objects are set aside for the Lord’s purpose

· It is His presence and His glory that makes them holy and separate

· Seek God’s presence,  worship and praise Him daily
4.3 God reveals Himself in power and brilliance to His people
· God speaks to us through His Word

· He guides our thoughts and decisions as we allow Him to direct us

· Ask God to help you to be sensitive to His Spirit’s guiding in  your life
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