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God Disciplines His People

1. Motivate

What warning from your parents or teachers do you wish you had heeded?

· sit up straight

· get started on the assignment early

· read it, study it a little bit every day

· don’t wait until the night before

· don’t cross your eyes
· eat your veggies

· get plenty of sleep

· carry a handkerchief

· wash your hands

2. Transition

God gave warnings to the Israelites.
· Today we look at God’s discipline of His people

· He also gives warnings to us and seeks to bring us back into obedience

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s People Sinned
Listen for how Israel had sinned.
2 Kings 17:7-11 (NIV)   All this took place because the Israelites had sinned against the Lord their God, who had brought them up out of Egypt from under the power of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They worshiped other gods [8] and followed the practices of the nations the Lord had driven out before them, as well as the practices that the kings of Israel had introduced. [9] The Israelites secretly did things against the Lord their God that were not right. From watchtower to fortified city they built themselves high places in all their towns. [10] They set up sacred stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every spreading tree. [11] At every high place they burned incense, as the nations whom the Lord had driven out before them had done. They did wicked things that provoked the Lord to anger. 

According to verses 7 and 8, why did disaster befall the people of Israel? 
· they had sinned against God

· despite his rescue of them from slavery in Egypt

· they worshiped other gods

· they followed practices of nations around them

· they were introduced to these practices by the kings!?

What secret practices were described in verses 9 – 11  that were flourishing in Israel at the time of its downfall? 
· built high places in all the towns

· they set up sacred stones and Asherah poles on the top of hills, under trees

· burned incense like the nations who used to live there

· did wicked things that  provoked God’s anger

Why do you think Israel would pay lip service to Jehovah God and also “secretly” worship other gods?
· the other deities (with idols) were more visible

· the other nations around them worshiped these deities

· they foolishly thought they could keep these things secrets from God

· they might have thought that worshiping other gods would be a “backup” plan

What are some words and phrases we use today as euphemisms for the fact that we have sinned against God?
· made a mistake, did something inappropriate

· If I offended anyone, I apologize

· made a bad choice, exercised poor judgment

· I really didn’t understand

· messed up, goofed up

· fell off the wagon

· I was born this way

· I really didn’t say/do that, and if I did, I didn’t mean it

What are some “secret” sins common among believers today?
· ingratitude

· pride

· critical spirit

· lust

· substance abuse (chocolate chip cookies, caffeine … nicotine, alcohol)

What specific images can you think of that indicate society worships idols of prosperity and sex?

· movies

· following the lives of the rich and famous

· what we are willing to pay for tickets to professional sports events

· advertisements which appeal to our desire for wealth or flaunt attractive people using a product

· reality TV shows

How could a believer tell if he/she has blended in with the world as to what we “worship”?

· how you spend your money, your time

· what you talk about most of all

· where do you go for wisdom … Scripture or the Internet
· check your priorities – what is most important to you, looking good or pleasing God?

What are ways churches can turn from conformity and turn to God?

· focus on conforming to Scriptural behaviors and attitudes

· preach, teach, heed God’s Truth

· take specific steps to limit your exposure to secular entertainment

· consider accountability partners who check on each other and pray for each other 

3.2 God’s People Were Warned
Listen for evidence of God’s mercy and grace.
2 Kings 17:12-15 (NIV)   They worshiped idols, though the Lord had said, "You shall not do this." [13] The Lord warned Israel and Judah through all his prophets and seers: "Turn from your evil ways. Observe my commands and decrees, in accordance with the entire Law that I commanded your fathers to obey and that I delivered to you through my servants the prophets."   [14] But they would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their fathers, who did not trust in the Lord their God. [15] They rejected his decrees and the covenant he had made with their fathers and the warnings he had given them. They followed worthless idols and themselves became worthless. They imitated the nations around them although the Lord had ordered them, "Do not do as they do," and they did the things the Lord had forbidden them to do. 

What had the Lord done through the years to offer Israel and Judah an alternative to their idolatry? 

· warned them via the prophets, “don’t do this”

· they had been repeatedly told to turn from evil ways

· they had been admonished to observe God’s commands and decrees

How did God characterize the people of Israel from one generation to the next? (17:14)

· they wouldn’t listen

· they were stiff-necked (like a stubborn horse or donkey)

· same as their fathers

· they did not trust what God had told them

· they followed worthless idols and themselves became worthless

God used prophets in the Old Testament times as messengers, speaking and warning as He commanded.  How does God speak to us and warn us today?

· we have the whole of God’s word in Scripture

· pastors, teachers, evangelists

· God can use a sequence of events in our lives to capture our attention and direct our thinking
· godly men and women can give wise counsel

· God’s Holy Spirit indwelling the believer, guides our thinking, convicts, convinces us of what God wants us to know

 What are some ways people today become worthless by pursuing worthless idols?
· become financially in jeopardy by spending it on worldly pursuits

· waste time with meaningless “entertainment”

· our minds become filled with worldly attitudes
· we miss things God wants us to know when our attention is focused on worldly issues

· our families miss our attention and involvement

· marriages can be ruined when lust rules our minds

God is patient with us … how should we respond to His patience?
· repentance, confession

· make changes in our actions and attitudes

· worship, praise, submission

3.3 God’s People Were Disciplined
Listen for God’s response to Israel’s disobedience.
2 Kings 17:18-20 (NIV)    So the Lord was very angry with Israel and removed them from his presence. Only the tribe of Judah was left, [19] and even Judah did not keep the commands of the Lord their God. They followed the practices Israel had introduced. [20] Therefore the Lord rejected all the people of Israel; he afflicted them and gave them into the hands of plunderers, until he thrust them from his presence. 

What emotions do you think we provoke in God when we knowingly disobey His commands?

· anger

· sadness

· offense

· hurt

· disappointment

· empathy (Jesus was tempted in all the same ways as we are)

When Israel was deported, what did that represent in terms of God’s relationship with them?
· God was angry with them

· their “presence” offended Him

· when they were deported, this offense (the sinful nation) was “removed” from his “presence”

Why is God’s presence so important?

· signifies his love, His protection

· God is omnipresent, so they were still present where He was, but He removed his loving protection from them

· in the human sense, He separated Himself from them, cut off their relationship

Discipline can include both positive reinforcement (rewards) and negative reinforcement (punishment).  Why do parents discipline their children?  

· for the good of the child

· to teach the child the right way to act

· to reinforce their verbal instructions

· to motivate the child to do the right thing

As painful as discipline is, why is lack of discipline more painful in the long run?
· end up with a delinquent

· the child might not act correctly

· the child can bring dishonor and hurt to the family

How does this apply to divine discipline?

· God wants us to live lives that honor Him, glorify Him

· He wants us to draw other people to Himself

· He wants us to have healthy, meaningful, fruitful lives
4. Application
4.1 The people of God are not to become captivated by the thinking and practices of a godless culture
· Know that God is fully aware of the sinfulness of His people.

· Know that every sin is against the Lord, even if it involves other people.

· Be quick to confess, repent, and receive forgiveness for acts of sin in your life.

4.2 The Lord faithfully declares His expectations and provides instructions for godly living.
· God often withholds judgment on those who sin against Him and extends to them opportunities to turn back to Him

· God will use different ways to communicate His Truth and exhort people to faithful living

· Ask God to show you the ways in which you pursue useless ways and might become useless to Him
4.3 God will bring judgment on the unfaithful who refuse to repent
· Sin prevents the intimacy of relationship the Lord desires with His people

· Disobeying the way of the Lord brings negative consequences

· Resolve to respond to God’s discipline … both negative and positive reinforcement … with trust and obedience.
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