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God’s Promise of Provision

1. Motivate

How would you define the “good life”?

· no financial worries

· snazzy car(s)

· smart kids

· good looking kids

· successful profession

· lawn and landscaping envy of the neighbors

· beautiful house

· nice vacations each year

· taking an annual cruise

· good health

· good looking spouse

2. Transition

Today we consider how God provides for those who choose to live under His care.
· David sought the Lord and was delivered

· We can call on God and experience God’s full provision

3. Bible Study

3.1 We Call and God Responds
Listen for what happens when we call on God.
Psalm 34:4-7 (NIV) 4  I sought the LORD, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears. 5  Those who look to him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame. 6  This poor man called, and the LORD heard him; he saved him out of all his troubles. 7  The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them.
From what did the Lord deliver David?  
· fears

· troubles

· shame

How did David describe those who trust in the Lord?

· radiant

· never shamed

· saved out of troubles

To whom does the Lord provide protection?

· those who seek Him

· when you call on Him

· those who fear the Lord … you are in awe of Him, reverence Him … high esteem, high regard, great respect, acclaim, admiration, appreciation, estimation, favor
What are the options for understanding the phrase “the angel of the Lord”?

· one of God’s messengers

· sent by God to protect or deliver

· sometimes may be God, Himself

· called a theophany, a visible manifestation to humankind of God
How are angels involved in the lives of God’s people?  
· we sometimes think of guardian angels

· God sends them as messengers

· often they intervene in our behalf

· protection

· deliverance

· maybe even show up visible as people

· other times as invisible helpers, protectors

What emotions do you experience when you read these verses?

· encouragement

· assurance

· challenged to seek God more, to call out to Him

· realization of God’s watching over each one of us

When has God responded to your needs?

· finances

· wisdom to make right choices

· assurance and encouragement through His Word

· physical healing

· opportunities, “open doors”

· relieved fears

· enabling to do what needed to be done – better than “Power Milk Biscuits which give shy persons the strength to get up and do what needs to be done”

3.2 God’s Blessings
Listen for how to lack nothing.
Psalm 34:8-10 (NIV) 8  Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 9  Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing  10  The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing.
 According to these verses, what are the benefits of trusting in the Lord? 
· He is good … “taste and see” this to be true

· we are blessed

· those how trust Him lack nothing

· those who seek him lack no good thing

List David’s exhortations and the results God provided.

	Exhortation
	Result

	· taste and see

· take refuge in Him

· fear Him

· seek Him
	· God’s goodness

· blessings

· lack nothing

· lack no good thing


How can we intentionally “taste” the goodness of God?

· claim His promises … trust Him, take notice of how He fulfills them

· be on the lookout for the blessings of God all around

· note the beauty of creation which surrounds us

· look for specific situations where you are quite sure that God has provided, protected, prevented, guided, blessed

How do we incorporate the fear/awe of God into our everyday lives?

· be aware of God’s greatness

· daily reading and meditating on God’s Truth found in His Word

· study the characteristics of God – holiness, righteousness/justice, omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence, love, sovereignty (God does as God pleases to do)

· learn to trust in those attributes of God

How do we reconcile these promises with the suffering of God’s people?

· consider Job’s experiences

· bad things happen to good people

· both good and bad things happen in life

· in those situations we learn to trust God’s sufficiency

· God enables us to rise above, to live through, to continue to praise Him … even in the midst of suffering

· we learn to minister to one another … the Body of Christ, the Church ministers
What does this passage reveal to us about prayer? 
· David offered many prayers

· note that David expressed both joy and sorrow, both despair and praise

· whatever was happening, David talked to God about it

· God wants us to come to Him with all our feelings

· You cannot hide your feelings from God, better to voice them honestly

Why did David have such confidence in God’s attentiveness to his prayers? 
· he had repeatedly experienced God’s provision and protection

· he was in the habit of communicating with God … not a bad idea for us also

· he focused on God’s greatness … on the attributes of God

· when he looked at the supreme authority and power of God, he was assured of God’s ability to meet his need

3.3 Holiness and Reverence
Listen for how to experience good and long life.
Psalm 34:11-14 (NIV) 11  Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 12  Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many good days, 13  keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies. 14  Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.
What specific instructions in these verses did David offer to God’s people?  
· learn the fear/awe of God

· be impressed with Who He is, what He is doing

· don’t say (or think) bad things

· focus on communicating the truth

· turn away from evil (in your entertainment, in your actions, in your attitudes)

· focus on those things which are good … actions and attitudes

· seek, pursue peace … instead of arguing, complaining, accusing, nagging

Who should guard against committing the sin of deceit? 

· to start with, it’s wrong, so everyone … but also …

· if you love life

· if you desire many good days

What are some things to be avoided to live a life of excellence?

· taking God lightly (not in awe of Him)

· using God’s name loosely

· speaking evil

· the vocabulary you use

· the things you talk about (gossip, off color jokes)

· focusing on evil … accusing others, causing trouble, fomenting antagonism, getting thrills from dark or terrifying entertainment

So, what are some positive actions to take?

· be respectful, in awe of God

· speak truthfully

· speak kindly

· have an attiude of peace an kindness

· be a peace maker

· help others, don’t agitate or make fun of them

Since God is our provider, what is our responsibility in experiencing His provision?

· trust Him

· obey Him

· submit to His rule in your life

· thank Him

· praise Him

· worship Him

· serve Him, minister in His Name

4. Application
4.1 Express thanks

· Make a list of the ways God’s has provided for you – be specific.

· Use that list a s a reminder to thank God every day for His involvement in  your life

4.2 Confess your needs
· God knows your needs, but that doesn’t lessen your responsibility to pray

· Speak with Him honestly this week about your deepest needs

· Watch for His answers … His provisions

· Praise Him, thank Him for His answers
4.3 Be a conduit for God’s provision
· Remember that often God’s provision for you is through the love and generosity of others

· Keep an eye open for situations and opportunities where God might want to use you to provide for someone else
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