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God’s Promise of a New Home

1. Motivate

What was the most homesick you’ve ever been?

· off to college

· summer camp

· first sleep over at a friend’s house

· joined armed forces

· living in another country for a job

· traveling for work

· had to stay in the hospital several nights

· evacuated from home due to storm/flood/fire

· parents divorced

2. Transition

Consider is it possible to be homesick for Heaven … even though you’ve never been there?
· A life in Christ means a life with Christ forever!

· Today we study God’s promise of a new home with Him forever.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Home in God’s Presence
Listen for what John was seeing.
Revelation 21:1-3 (NIV)   Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.
According to this passage, what will be made new?

· new heaven

· new earth

· everything made new

· new Jerusalem

What did John see coming down out of heaven from God? 
· Holy City, new Jerusalem

· it was coming down out of heaven

· it was coming from God

· it looked really pretty … like a bride coming down the isle

What did the voice that John heard speaking from the throne of God announce?  
· now the dwelling of God is with men

· He will live with men

· they will be His people

· God himself will be with them

· He will be their God
What do you think is the significance of the newness?  Why is it important to understand that heaven is a place where everything is made new?

· the old earth is so stained by sin, it will be replaced

· the new heaven is made even more beautiful

· Jerusalem had been destroyed at the time of John’s writing … it was rebuilt anew

· we are told that at salvation we are a new creation (spiritually)  2 Cor. 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  , then everything (including us) will be literally new creations

In what life situations are these verses comforting?

· when we are all too aware of our declining health

· after our second hip replacement

· when we deal with houses and cars that are falling apart

· when we see the decline of our culture, our society due to sin

What kinds of things do you think will be good about “the dwelling of God is with men,” that is, God dwelling directly with you?

· instant access

· a more personal relationship

· implies the non-presence of sin and its effects

· don’t have to go to a place to “be with” God

· in a sense, no more need for faith … God’s presence will be almost a “perceptible” reality

How can this vision of heaven have a positive effect on your attitudes and actions regarding health and relationship issues?

· our struggles are temporary

· we can be assured of the “light at the end of the tunnel”

· the results of the curse of sin will not last forever

· we can be assured of the restoration of a new and whole body

· issues between us and others will be resolved – our sinful inclinations will not be present in our hearts and minds

How should we handle these things until we do experience heaven?

· tell God your pain and sorrows

· trust Him to carry you through the tough times

· lean on Him for the strength

· as members of the Body of Christ, support one another in times of need with practical help

3.2 A Perfect Home
Listen for what will not be in heaven.
Revelation 21:4-5 (NIV)  He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 5  He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true."
 What things does John mention as not being in Heaven?  They are conspicuous by their absence.

· tears wiped away

· no more death

· no more crying

· no more pain

· no more mourning

What is the significance of the absence of these things?

· all these things are the result of sin in our world

· if they are not there, then there are no results of sin

· and there is no sin to cause them!

( Here on earth believers are set free from the penalty and the power of sin.  In heaven, we are also free from the presence of sin!

In what additional life situations will these verses give us comfort?

· loss of loved ones

· tragedies

· health crises

· our failures or those of people close to us

· when young men and women are sent into war

· when little ones suffer pain and suffering

What does it mean that the Lord was seated on the throne?

· God is in charge

· He is in control

· He is The Ruler

· He is the Sovereign … He does as He pleases to do

· In this case He pleases to make everything new!

Actually we sometimes hesitate about going to heaven … for the most part we enjoy our kids, grandkids, even (sometimes) our jobs.  Consider that it is OK to like certain aspects of our lives here on earth.

· God blesses us in this life

· we enjoy God’s blessings in a variety of ways

· God designed us (normally) to preserve the lives He has given us

· sometimes things that are known we perceive as  preferable to the unknown

3.3 Based on Our Relationship with Christ
Listen for the promise to overcomers.
Revelation 21:6-8 (NIV)  He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7  He who overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8  But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death."
How did the Lord identify Himself and what does the phrase say about Him?

· Alpha and Omega

· the beginning and the end

· God is the One who initiated creation

· He is the One who will bring history to culmination

What does the Lord promise as the blessing of the redeemed?

· God promises to assuage our thirst

· those things we despirately need, God will supply – His gift, no cost to us

· God supplies our needs from the “Spring of the water of life”

· we inherit the new creation

· we are God’s children, He is our Father

If the “lake which burneth with fire and brimstone” is “the second death” what does the second death mean?

· death is separation

· medically we define death a cessation of bodily functions (heart beat, brain waves, respiration)

· in another sense, physical death is separation of spirit from body 

· spiritual death is being separated from God’s presence
· consider the analogy of being alive with loss of sight, hearing, smell, touch … separated from all sensations … sensory deprivation is a form of torture    

What are ways you can honor God whether you are still on earth or when you get to heaven?

· thank Him often

· participate in both corporate and individual worship

· pay attention to what He says

· be obedient and submissive to His direction in your life

· minister to others as God’s instrument

How will the truths in verses 1 – 8 impact your life this week?

· daily practice living in God’s presence now
· practice being submitted to His rule in my life daily, moment by moment

· get to know God better

· play a role in His working in the world 

· work for God’s Kingdom, God’s rule in people’s lives

· point others to His Kingdom
4. Application
4.1 Remember the promise
· Memorize Rev. 21:4 as a constant reminder of God’s eternal promise.

· And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

4.2 Simplify your possessions
· Earthly possessions can distract us from the promise of our eternal home

· Of all the stuff we have, what can be done away with or donated in order to maintain an eternal focus?
4.3 Take note of heavenly moments
· Even though our lives in this world are temporary …

· We still experience moments of joy, peace, and contentment, which foreshadow life in our heavenly home

· Consider keeping a journal or recording notes in your phone so that heavenly moments don’t pass unnoticed.
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