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First Things First

1. Motivate

When do you procrastinate? 
· when I have an unpleasant task to do

· when the big game comes up on TV

· when it’s a lazy day

· when the task is due far in the future

· when there’s something more fun/interesting I’d rather do

· it’s a good day to go fishing

· it’s too hot (too cold, too wet, too dry, too windy …)
2. Transition

It’s so easy to rationalize our poorly chosen priorities.

· Today we look at what the prophet Haggai says about our choices

· He will tell us to always put God first.
3. Bible Study

3.1 He’s Number One!
Listen for bad priorities.
Haggai 1:2-8 (NIV)  This is what the LORD Almighty says: "These people say, 'The time has not yet come for the LORD's house to be built.'" 3  Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: 4  "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?" 5  Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 6  You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it." 7  This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your ways. 8  Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored," says the LORD.
The people said “the time has not yet come” to rebuild the temple.  What are some other words or phrases they might have been saying to express their rationalization?

· we don’t need it so soon

· it’s too early

· we don’t want to rush into things

· we don’t have the money

· materials are not yet available

· we’re pretty busy, maybe later
What resulted from the people’s decision to pursue their selfish priorities? 
· poor results from their crops

· no satisfaction from the food they did have

· always feel thirsty, even though drinking plenty of fluids

· clothes don’t seem warm any more

· money seems to just be spent faster than it can be earned

· lack of satisfaction in all areas of their lives
What challenge did the Lord give the people that could have the effect of reversing their life situation? 
· give careful thought to your ways

· think about what is really happening here

· consider what is the basic problem

· go up to the forests and cut the timber

· build the Lord’s House

· this will honor the Lord

· this will bring pleasure to God
How can we discern whether we’re disobediently procrastinating or obediently waiting on God?  What are some characteristics of these two attitudes?

	Disobedient Procrastinating
	Obediently Waiting on God

	· general dissatisfaction in our lives

· things just not working out

· puzzled about why things won’t come together

· following your own desires

· ignoring God’s direction
	· trusting God’s promises

· talking to God about your needs

· praising God, worshiping Him

· daily reading and applying God’s Word


How might an expensive and luxurious life-style affect a person’s  spirituality – say like if you won the lottery?

· you use up a lot of time shopping, spending money

· since you have so much you want to get the most bang for your lots of bucks

· entertainment, doing fun things would be a big priority

· it would be easy not to have time for personal prayer and Bible study

· having lots of money requires a lot of work and effort and time managing your financial affairs

· you could get angry at all the “friends” and relatives who what to help you spend it

· you begin to feel that you don’t need God … all you need is your money

How would adjusting their priorities and completing the temple be satisfying to the Lord?
· would show they are putting Him first

· shows their change in priorities

· enable them to worship God in a more effective setting

· when your priorities are right (God first, selves last), God blesses

3.2 The Way to Lose
Listen for God’s discipline.
Haggai 1:9-11 (NIV)  "You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?" declares the LORD Almighty. "Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is busy with his own house. 10  Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth its crops. 11  I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the oil and whatever the ground produces, on men and cattle, and on the labor of your hands."
What had led to the people’s impoverishment?  What additional acts of discipline did the Lord perform?
· God did not prosper their work

· “what you brought home, I blew away”

· you were more busy with your own houses

· you ignored My house … it’s still a ruin

· God instigated drought … crops could not grow 

How can spiritual discipline change us as individuals and change our church? 
· drive us to repentance 

· encourage us to seek the Lord more faithfully

· motivate us to be involved in outreach

· spiritual growth

· ultimately in numerical growth

· spiritual victories

· special sense of God’s presence

· see young people continue on in their spiritual growth after they go off to college
How can we determine what priority we’ve given God in our lives? 
· look at your checkbook

· how worn out is your Bible (from reading, not from just toting to church)

· consider your schedule … how much time is spent on different activities … where is time with God in that list

· how are you spending time involved in church ministries, outreach
What do we lose by not putting God first?
· remember the formula for JOY … Jesus first, Others second, Yourself last

· lose peace of mind

· may find ourselves financially stressed

· miss out on the Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control

So what would be involved in putting God first in our thoughts, words, and deeds?  How does it happen in a practical, day to day sense?

· first of all, know what God says, find out what are His priorities

· then apply those principles and those specific commands to your life

· make God’s priorities your priorities

· fill your mind with God’s messages to you, not with the world’s mindset

· less time with secular entertainment, more time with pursuit of knowing who God is and what He is doing

· obeying the Great Commission … involvement in the spread of the Gospel

3.3 Benefit of Putting God First
Listen for responses.
Haggai 1:12-13 (NIV)  Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the LORD their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD. 13  Then Haggai, the LORD's messenger, gave this message of the LORD to the people: "I am with you," declares the LORD.
How did the people react to the prophetic message? 
· leadership obeyed God’s commands

· whole remnant of the people obeyed God

· people take the message to heart

· they believed that the prophet’s words were from God, Himself

· they feared the Lord … were in awe, reverence of God
What words from God do we have that are to be obeyed?

· trusting in Him daily

· involved in the Great Commission … going, giving, praying

· live in awe of who God is

· live thankfully for what He has done

· Jesus told the disciples (and us) to love one another and the world will know who we are by that love

What benefit comes to those who put God first in their lives?
· Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control

· God supplies your needs

· God is blessed … He receives joy!

· claim and put to use your spiritual armor and spiritual weapons … helmet of salvation, body armor of righteousness, belt of Truth, shield of Faith, sword of the Spirit (God’s Word), shoes (with cleats) of the Gospel

What steps can we take to make sure we have the right priorities in life? 
· have to be discovering what God has to say to you
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talking to God daily

· involved in church ministries

· joining with others in worship, Bible study, prayer

· tithing
What does it mean for God to be with us?
· obviously if God is omnipresent, He is actually with each of us all the time

· the issue is our sense, our awareness of that presence

· we depend on His Spirit present within our hearts and minds

· we are aware of God at work all around us … in creation, in protection, in guidance, in empowerment, etc.

Application
Mark the date. 

· Write today’s date in your Bible next to the first chapter in Haggai. 

· Pray that God will make today a spiritual marker, a time when you made Christ your top priority. 

Pray daily. 

· Set aside a time each day where you will pray to God for five minutes. 

· During your prayer time, ask God to reveal how He can be the top priority for you that day. 

Serve. 

· The priority of Christ’s lordship is seen in how you serve Him. 

· Get involved in the life of your church to worship and serve Christ by serving others.
First Things First Crossword
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Haggai 1:2 – 13  (NIV)
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Down


1. earth withheld its _?_


2. Go to the mountains and bring _?_ and build the house


5. you _?_ but never have enough


7. The whole remnant of the people _?_


8. you drink but never have your _?_


9. "I am _?_ you"








Across


3. My house remains in _?_


4. what you brought home, I _?_ away


6. you have a purse with _?_ in it


10. heavens withheld _?_


11. You expected much but it turned out to be _?_
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