1. Motivate

How is marriage commonly portrayed in the media?

· take it or leave it

· easily taken up and discarded

· fragile

· a convenience

· redefined – not necessarily between a man and woman

· nice for some people, unnecessary for others

· an object of ridicule, comedy

2. Transition

Jesus had some important things to say about the marriage relationship
· Specifically he spoke to the issue of purity

· We are to hold onto purity at all costs

3. Bible Study

3.1 Practice Purity
Listen for examples of hyperbole.
Matthew 5:27-30 (NIV)    "You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' [28] But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. [29] If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. [30] And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.
What is the significance of Jesus phrasing, “You have heard it said … But I tell you”?

· Jesus was relating to commonly held beliefs

· much of what was “said” was the interpretation of scribes

· Jesus was saying here’s what really it’s about

· Jesus taught with authority, not just quoting or citing other authorities

More than an overt act of adultery, what did Jesus warn against?

· the underlying causes of this sin

· the attitudes and actions that lead to a failed relationship

· thoughts and motives that are the first steps towards fornication

Jesus pointed out the problem of lust … note the definition of the word, and some synonyms

· desire, envy, yearning, 

· uncontrolled or illicit sexual desire or appetite

· a passionate or overmastering desire or craving for whatever

· to have a yearning or desire, an excessive craving

So what is the relationship of lust to adultery?

· the desire is uncontrolled

· the desire is illicit … wrong

· the passion is overmastering … it controls you

· the desire is excessive, beyond what it should be
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Why would they have this fence at a gentle slope at the top of  Stone Mountain?

·  not so steep just beyond,

·  but it gets gradually steeper and steeper and you reach a point where you lose footing and fall … 

· better to have the fence back at a safe place

So where does sin ultimately lead if it is not dealt with way early?

· if I think about something repeatedly and entertain the action in my mind … it’s not a great leap to do the sin

· keep going closer to the cliff and eventually you will fall over

· better to limit yourself to staying far away from the thing that tempts you

Why are our moral choices important?

· far reaching consequences of our decisions

· long term consequences

· learn to make the proper choices early in life

· practice making the proper moral choices … become habitual in a good way

· easier to make the right choice when a really big temptation comes along

What does it mean to gouge out a habit for lust or to cut off a sinful practice?  What kind of deliberate actions must we take to free ourselves from situations that have potential to lead us to fall into sin?

· totally reject anything to do with an activity

· example: someone who was saved out of a culture of so called “heavy metal” music may totally come away from any popular music

· a single person who came very close to adultery may set aside all dating for a time

· a person who struggles with alcohol addiction may avoid any restaurant where alcohol is served

· walk away from the temptation

· don’t read/look at/watch that material

· excuse yourself from that activity

· replace that situation with something that draws you closer to God, not “keep God at arm’s length”

3.2 Solomon’s Advice
Listen for consequences of sexual sin.
Proverbs 6:25-32 (NIV) Do not lust in your heart after her beauty or let her captivate you with her eyes, [26] for the prostitute reduces you to a loaf of bread, and the adulteress preys upon your very life. [27] Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned? [28] Can a man walk on hot coals without his feet being scorched? [29] So is he who sleeps with another man's wife; no one who touches her will go unpunished. [30] Men do not despise a thief if he steals to satisfy his hunger when he is starving. [31] Yet if he is caught, he must pay sevenfold, though it costs him all the wealth of his house. [32] But a man who commits adultery lacks judgment; whoever does so destroys himself
According to this passage, what is dangerous about lust? 

· can ultimately ruin  you (reduce you to a loaf of bread)

· can prey upon your very life

· you can get burned

What word pictures or images does Solomon use to talk about the dangers of adultery?

· captivate you with her eyes

· reduce you to a loaf of bread

· lose your very life

· get burned

Why do people think that they can “play with fire” (sin) and “not be burned” (get away with it)?

· think they won’t get caught

· think it won’t go any farther

· believe that it is really OK

· you can deny it if you are caught

What makes sexual sin so tempting?

· entertainment (movies, TV, magazines, fiction)  makes it so attractive

· God made us in such a way that we respond to certain visual or emotional cues

· we can fail to control how we react to those cues

· inappropriate reaction to those situations leads to sin

How can adultery destroy a person’s life – how do they ultimately get “burned”?

· lose a lifetime partner

· financial ruin

· lose respect of family, friends

· lose relationship with children

Which statement do you agree with?  Why?

	“Lust is a choice.”
	“Lust is an unavoidable part of being human”

	· we always do what we want to do

· you cannot help noticing, but you can choose whether to look again
	· good looking people are all around us

· people at work are friendly, charming to be with – they are good friends


Martin Luther said: “You can’t keep the birds from flying overhead, but you can keep them from making a nest in your hair”

3.3 Maintain Faithfulness
Listen for Jesus’ comments on divorce.
Matthew 5:31-32 (NIV)  "It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' 32  But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.
How had the law been distorted or abused as it related to divorce?

· divorce was too easy

· had come to the point that the husband could just declare he was displeased … for whatever reason

How did Jesus challenge the practices that allowed for an easy divorce?

· Jesus spoke to the far reaching consequences

· divorce contributes to other potential sinful situations

· affects more than just the two in the marriage

What are some keys to faithfulness in marriage for many years?

· determination at the very beginning of the marriage
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daily practicing of faithfulness

· communication

· doing things together

Consider the statements to the right …

What is dangerous about making statements like these?

· it is your own life, but it affects others

· none of us live in a vacuum, “no man is an island”

· we have all sorts of people around us that our lives impact 

· we can be an influence for good or for bad

· you can end up hurting both yourself and those close to you

· people are watching … they often make judgments about Christianity in general based on one person’s actions

Suppose you are considering a certain action or new direction for your life.  What steps could you take to weigh the impact of your actions on others before you act?

· pray carefully about it, asking for God’s direction

· consider the specific teachings of scriptures

· pay attention to how God is directing the circumstances in your life … the “doors” that open and shut … don’t force them either way

· look for principles and precepts from scripture which apply

· seek the counsel of godly men or women
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2. Put the old _2_ auay, replace it with something wholesome
6. The person who commits adultery lacks _?_

7. Lust can reduce you to a loaf of 3.

8. If your _2_ causes you to sin, gouge it out

Down

1. Jesus said this was done too casily

3. Do not commit _2_

4. court your 2]

5. Unfaithfulness in marrisge causes you to _?_ yourself




stop and think hard about each person who will be affected by your decisions and actions

· seek God’s help in placing the needs of others before yourself  

· remember JOY stands for Jesus first, Others next, Yourself last

Application
Replace

· Ask God to help you evaluate how you are spending your time.

· Is there anything in your life that does not contribute to personal purity?

· Put the old habit away, look for something to replace it.
Pray

· Write down the name of a person or couple you know personally you have concerns about regarding purity

· Commit to pray for them daily

· Ask God how you might be able to influence toward living a pure life.

The strongest defense against unfaithfulness is a growing love affair with your spouse

· Get together with your spouse and list good reasons to be physically and emotionally faithful in marriage

· Court your spouse!  Keep doing so!



“It’s my life.”


“I’ll do what I want.”


“I’m not hurting anyone.”


“It’s my business what I do.”





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Crossword Puzzle�Based on our scriptures and the application points.











