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Confront Sin

1. Motivate

When you were a child, how did you know you were in trouble?

· tone of voice of my parent

· when I was addressed by my middle name

· I heard the words “Come down here right now”

· or “What have you been doing?”

· when my brother/sister ratted out on me

· if I came home and it was obvious I had been fighting

· if I came home muddy or wet from playing at the creek

· if I came home with a bad report card

2. Transition

Today we study a king who found out he was in trouble

· He had ignored God’s warnings 

· We learn that we should call sin what it is and point to what God says about it.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Sin’s Consequences
Listen for a history lesson.
Daniel 5:17-21 (NIV)  Then Daniel answered the king, "You may keep your gifts for yourself and give your rewards to someone else. Nevertheless, I will read the writing for the king and tell him what it means. 18  "O king, the Most High God gave your father Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty and greatness and glory and splendor. 19  Because of the high position he gave him, all the peoples and nations and men of every language dreaded and feared him. Those the king wanted to put to death, he put to death; those he wanted to spare, he spared; those he wanted to promote, he promoted; and those he wanted to humble, he humbled. 20  But when his heart became arrogant and hardened with pride, he was deposed from his royal throne and stripped of his glory. 21  He was driven away from people and given the mind of an animal; he lived with the wild donkeys and ate grass like cattle; and his body was drenched with the dew of heaven, until he acknowledged that the Most High God is sovereign over the kingdoms of men and sets over them anyone he wishes.
What was Daniel’s attitude toward the rewards the king had offered him?

· keep your gifts and rewards

· I’m not interested in them

· I don’t need gifts to be able to tell you what the righting means

· I’ll tell you for free
In his reply to the king, what did Daniel say about God and His dealings with Nebuchadnezzar? (5:18-21) 
· he addresses Jehovah as “Most High God”

· God is the One who had given the king’s (grand)father sovereignty, greatness, glory, splendor

· as a result Nebuchadnezzar was dreaded, feared

· you need to remember how he was arrogant and God deposed him
· he lived like an animal outdoors until he acknowledged Most High God as the One in charge

What was Daniel’s goal in recounting Nebuchadnezzar’s history?

· it was an object lesson for the king

· Daniel recognized the king’s lack of understanding of who God is and how He deserves our praise, worship and submission

· Daniel needed to set the king straight

· the king’s excesses and profane use of God’s Temple furnishings needed to be confronted

Why do people often fail to make the connection between sin and its consequences?

· they make a choice to ignore the consequences

· sometimes the consequences are delayed, so they just don’t make the connection

· the consequences of their sin are blamed on someone, something else

· our culture is quick to blame our problems on other things, other people

How should knowledge of the past produce wisdom?

· If we do not learn from the mistakes of history, we are doomed to repeat them

· History repeats itself because no one was listening the first time
· we can study history and see where/how mistakes were made

· we can remember our own mistakes and learn from them (as simple as touching a hot stove and getting burned)

· behaviorist training follows this … reward correct behavior, ignore (or punish) wrong behavior

What kinds of consequences does sin have in people’s lives?

· physically – substance abuse

· emotionally – loss of happiness, joy

· spiritually – damage or destroy relation with God

· financially – loss of money wasted on sin, even financial ruin due to gambling or substance abuse

We might experience the discipline of God, but what might be His goals in doing this?

· realize our wrong actions, attitudes

· negative reinforcement (punishment) causes us to avoid that action

· bring  us to repentance, confession

· get our attention of our foolishness

· teach  us the futility of our bad choices

3.2 Name That Sin
Listen for a list of specific sins.
Daniel 5:22-23 (NIV) 22  "But you his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled yourself, though you knew all this. 23  Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven. You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your wives and your concubines drank wine from them. You praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand. But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways.
 How did Daniel confront Belshazzar’s pride?
· tells it like it is

· You have not humbled yourself, even though you knew the history about your grandfather

· we might say “you are in God’s face with your actions”

· you profaned the goblets from the Most High God’s temple

· you have insulted Jehovah God by using His cups to worship false gods

What made Belshazzar’s behavior so foolish?

· it was an “in your face” insult to Jehovah God

· the gods they worshipped cannot see, hear, or understand

· he was ignoring the lessons of history, what had happened to his grandfather who suffered for his own arrogance

What are the pros and cons of being honest with people about their sin?

	Pros
	Cons

	· they need to hear it

· if they realize their mistake, they can correct it

· if you don’t realize your sin, you will continue in it
	· they probably don’t want to hear it

· many leaders don’t want to be told they are wrong

· a king or dictator might kill the messenger of that kind of information


When is it appropriate to point out the sins of others?

· when they hit bottom and are in such misery or fear that they are ready to listen

· when they ask you what is wrong

· if you are in charge (a parent, teacher, advisor)

Why is it important to grasp the seriousness of sin and its consequences?

· can be life or death issue

· it is the basic problem in the world today

· has eternal consequences

· we not only insult God, we harm ourselves

3.3 God’s Judgment on Sin
Listen for the interpretation.
Daniel 5:24-28 (NIV)  Therefore he sent the hand that wrote the inscription. 25  "This is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN 26  "This is what these words mean: MENE: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. 27  TEKEL: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. 28  PERES: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians."
What were the three elements of the message, and what did they mean for Belshazzar and Babylon?

· God has numbered the days of your reign – this is the end

· you have been weighed in the balances, you have been evaluated and have failed

· your kingdom will be taken from you

· it will be divided and given to Medes and Persians

How does God continue to act towards sin?

· sin has consequences

· there is a sowing and reaping principle that happens – i.e. substance abuse harms your body

· God offers forgiveness when we confess and repent

How were Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar similar/different in their interactions with God?

	Similar
	Different

	· saw themselves as great and powerful
· demanded that others see them the same way

· ignore who Jehovah is
	· Nebuchadnezzar repented – God restored him after repentance
· Belshazzar was beyond repenting and suffered permanent judgment 


How do you think God wants us to respond when He confronts us with our sins?

· to agree with Him that it is sin – this is confession
· to turn away from this sin – this is repentance
· to seek/receive His forgiveness

· to allow His Holy Spirit to direct our actions, to empower us to live a life that honors and pleases Him

How does God continue to declare His word of warning against sin and sinners?

· we continue to preach and teach God’s Truth
· we have all of God’s Word … Scripture still speaks of repentance and forgiveness

· God’s Holy Spirit continues to convict/convince us of our sinful actions and attitudes

How do we balance talking about the judgment of sin with the forgiveness God offers?

· note the sequence of the points used in presenting the Gospel

· in the FAITH presentation … Forgiveness is Available  … 
· in Four Spiritual Laws … “God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life …”

4. Application
4.1 Confront your own sin
· Confess any sins or sinful patterns you may have lingered in recent weeks

· Take specific steps to turn away from that sin and turn back to Christ

4.2 Speak out among your friends and family
· We don’t do our loved ones any favors by ignoring their sinful patterns

· Sin is damaging and destructive

· Commit to speak the truth in love when you observe behavior that is potentially damaging in their lives
4.3 Speak out in your community
· Spend some time researching in order to identify a specific pattern of oppression or injustice within your community

· Join with others in making plans to raise awareness of the issue

· Pray for wisdom for how to move toward a solution
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