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Call Others to Step Forward

1. Motivate
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Suppose this is our leader … what are a list of exemplary leadership skills we would want for this leader?

· able to delegate

· knows his business (teaching, finance, etc.)

· a good administrator

· a good model for understudies                                   write these around the figure

· visionary

· able to communicate well

· able to convince others of his position

2. Transition

Consider that leaders have “expiration dates” 

· A leader must translate those leadership skills from one person rotating out of leadership to another person

· Today we study how Joshua set the example and called others to follow God.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Set the Example
Listen for challenges Joshua made.
Joshua 24:14-15 (NIV)  "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15  But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."
What instructions or challenges does Joshua give?

· fear the Lord

· serve him with all faithfulness

· throw away gods of your forefathers

· serve the Lord

· if that’s too tough for you, then go pursue the local deities

· make up your minds … now

What three options did Joshua present before the Israelites? (24:15) 
· serve the gods of forefathers beyond the River

· serve gods of the Amorites

· serve the LORD, Jehovah

Why might these other deities be attractive to the future generations of Israelites?

· they were not so exclusive as Jehovah

· they did not have the same high moral requirements – actually, they often encouraged looser moral behavior

· they tended to be tangible, less abstract

Note his own declaration ( For me and my family, we choose Jehovah!

Why is it so important to show the way to go versus just telling what should be done?

· talk is cheap

· it’s easy to say one thing and do the other

· you demonstrate the reality of what is within your heart by how you act

· people won’t believe you if what you do does not agree with the claims you make

What kind of impact does such a declaration have on today’s society?

· it is a testimony to the One who is worthy of our trust

· it points people to Jesus

· when people see how crisis is handled in our lives, they will know it is because God has done it

· it influences our children, our grandchildren

· it encourages other believers – knowing that they are not alone 

· it is a demonstration of the members of the church, the Body of Christ, standing united together, facing what life brings our way

How can you show you are serious about serving God?

· faithfulness to God’s Truth

· living what you claim to be

· regular participation in worship and service within the church

· daily time alone with God

3.2 Declare God’s Graciousness
Listen for reasons the people gave for choosing to follow the Lord.
Joshua 24:16-18 (NIV)  Then the people answered, "Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! 17  It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled. 18  And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God."
 How did the Israelites respond to Joshua’s challenge? (24:16-18)
· we don’t want to serve other gods

· we want to serve Jehovah, the LORD

· He’s the one who got us this far

· look at all He accomplished for us in the past

· we’re going to stick with Him 

What suggests they responded sincerely and emphatically?

· they enumerated all that the LORD had done for them

· “Far be it from us”

· “God forbid”

· “We will certainly not abandon …”

· “We would never abandon the LORD”
In what ways had the Lord acted on their behalf?

· brought them out of Egypt

· rescued them out of slavery

· performed great signs

· protected them on their 40 year journey

· drove out before them the nations who lived in the land

What are the most significant things that you have seen the Lord do in your life? 
· healing … physical, emotional, relationships

· provided resources at just the right time (finances, opportunities, strength)

· draw children, grandchildren to Himself and see them follow the Lord

· rescue someone out of a messed up life

· miraculous escapes from moments of danger
Why do we sometimes forget what God has done?

· stupidity

· dumb mistakes

· get too busy with other things

· fail to spend time with God

· take God’s power, authority, love for us for granted

When is it most helpful for you to be reminded of God’s faithfulness in the past? 
· when you feel down

· when you come to the end of an episode in your life

· when you are starting something new

· when you are facing a challenging task

3.3 Commemorate a Commitment
Listen for how Joshua held the people accountable.
Joshua 24:24-26 (NIV)  And the people said to Joshua, "We will serve the LORD our God and obey him." 25  On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he drew up for them decrees and laws. 26  And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the LORD.
What did Joshua do to help the Israelites remember their promise to the Lord? (24:25) 
· made a covenant for the people

· wrote down the decrees, laws

· recorded God’s command so no one would be able to claim “I didn’t know” or “no one told us”

· set up a stone to be a reminder, a “witness”

What is helpful about setting up a "witness" to our commitment to serve the Lord? 
· it is a reminder to us about our commitment

· if public, it can be a testimony

· other people will be watching to see if we stick with the commitment

What is the value of commemorating our commitments in tangible ways?

· something we see, even touch

· easy to set aside a mere thought

· harder to get rid of something tangible

Joshua and the people set up a stone for a monument.  What “stones” do you have in your life?

· a hand written inscription of a commitment in your Bible

· a certain place at the altar at the front of your church

· a wooden bench at church camp where you made a commitment

· a letter or journal entry when you made a spiritual decision

How can we lead people in our circle of influence to renewing their commitment to God?

· model that action and attitude
· write up a “contract” or covenant with children, grandchildren and have all parties sign it – you promise to always follow the Lord and pray for them and they promise to make good choices according to God’s Word

· Find a meaningful plaque with a good motto or scripture verse and when you hang it on the wall in your home, call attention to your intent to follow it … you promise to pray that your family will also follow it

· When you are challenged in a preaching service to make a decision that applies to you, be willing to go to the altar and pray … then talk about it in your family … what your decision was and how you plan to implement changes in your life

4. Application
4.1 Find a marker
· Find something tangible that serves a reminder (a monument) in your life

· Write a statement to clarify what God did and how it can continue to move you in days ahead

· Share it with someone close to you as a marker of God’s work in you

4.2 Renew your commitment
· Gather photos of the people you most want to influence, or write their names on a piece of paper

· Place these “markers” in your Bible

· Each day renew your commitment to God to be a godly influence in their lives
4.3 Be a mentor
· Meet with someone on your pastoral staff to discuss your desire to be a mentor to a young adult or a new believer

· Consider how this could be a new outreach for your Sunday School class or small group
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