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Be Confident of God’s Power
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1. Motivate

When was a time when you took a leap of faith?

· buy  a house

· take a new job

· move to a new town
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adopt a child, take in a foster child

· take a college course

· go door to door witnessing

· ask your girlfriend to marry you

· go to your prospective father-in-law to ask for his permission/blessing

2. Transition

Joshua was a new leader and was facing new challenges of faith

· He had to learn to lead from a position of confidence in God.

· Today we look at how to learn that same lesson

3. Bible Study

3.1 Listen!
Listen for marching instructions.
Joshua 3:7-8 (NIV)  And the LORD said to Joshua, "Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. 8  Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: 'When you reach the edge of the Jordan's waters, go and stand in the river.'"
For what reason did God choose to praise (or exalt) Joshua in the eyes of the Israelites? 
· so the people would know that God was with him

· so they would realize God was with him the same as He was with Moses

God was giving Joshua a boost in confidence.  When have you received a boost in confidence?
· someone encourages you

· you get a raise for the good work you have done

· you read a verse that speaks directly to you

· a Bible lesson or sermon reminds you of God’s love, God’s power, God’s authority to accomplish just what you need
What is implied about Joshua’s relationship with the Lord by the fact that the Lord continued to speak to Joshua?

· Joshua was now the intermediary for the people

· he was the one who got the direct communication from God

· this was the same thing God had done with Moses

· Joshua was now God’s choice for leader

What does this passage teach you about the reason God works through believers? 
· we are God’s “tools”

· He wants others to see that His presence and His power are available to anyone who follows and obeys Him

· it is God who is behind the great things happening, not a specific individual

· it is important that the leader is trusting in and obeying God (not his/her own skills)
How were they to start across the Jordan river?

· priests carried the ark of the covenant

· walk up to the edge of the river

· then step into the water, carrying the ark
They were to trust that God would somehow get them across.  When is it easy to trust God?  When is it difficult?

	Easy to Trust God
	Hard to Trust God

	· things are going well

· we have enough money

· we are healthy

· the car is working

· you have a good job

· friendly neighbors
	· you have troubles

· you have large bills and run out of money

· family illness

· constant trouble with family vehicle

· job is only part time, looks like it might be gone soon

· angry, ornery neighbors


How can we express confidence in God even when we don’t have all the answers?
· praise

· worship

· tell others what God means to you

· write down specific things you are trusting God for

· tell Him of your trust, your awe of His power

3.2 Communicate!
Listen for an amazing promise.
Joshua 3:9-13 (NIV)  Joshua said to the Israelites, "Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God. 10  This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 11  See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 12  Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 13  And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD--the Lord of all the earth--set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap."
Why did Joshua urge the people to come near to hear what he had to say?

· it was an exciting message/announcement

· he was going to tell them of the actual beginning of the conquering of the promised land

· he was telling them what God was about to do

What is the significance of the ark of the covenant going before the people as they crossed the river?

· God was leading

· it symbolize physically the power and leadership of God, Who was a spiritual being

How were the Israelites to know that God was with them and would drive out their enemies from the land of Canaan?  

· the ark of the covenant was a physical object that symbolized God’s presence to the people

· it was to go ahead of the people … God would lead the people

· as the priests stepped into the water, it would part … just like when they crossed the Red Sea

 You are one of the men about to carry the ark across the river.  What are some factors that might have tempted you to doubt or chicken out?

· so how are we going to get across – the river is wide and fast

· sure, follow the guys with the ark – I’m the guy with the ark 1000 yards ahead

· we’re getting close and nothing is happening yet

· God better do something pretty quick – we’ve got 1 million+  people backed up here

· Where did Joshua get this bright idea anyway

If you were either leading or following, What are some factors that would have helped you act obediently? Look for clues in the passage.

· It was God who told us to do this – He is “the Living God”

· God did it before when our people came to the Red Sea with Egyptians chasing us

· we better trust Him this time, look what happened 40 years ago with the spies

· Others around me are trusting and obeying, I guess I can too

· Those leaders up there, they’re obeying and far out in front – looks like my small faith can follow them at a distance without risking too much

How can we today know for sure that God is among us.

· answers to prayer

· provisions for great needs

· peace in the midst of turmoil

· people’s lives changed

· church growth (numerically, spiritually)
· We have the promises of God’s Word
· the Spirit of God indwells each believer … guiding, empowering us
3.3 Obey!
Listen for amazing events.
Joshua 3:14-17 (NIV)  So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of them. 15  Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water's edge, 16  the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17  The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground.
In what season do the events of this story take place, and why is this significant? (3:15)

· it was harvest season

· this was when the Jordan river was at flood stage

· not the dry season when the river might have been down to a slow meander

· the river was deep and running fast
What happened when the priests who were carrying the ark reached the Jordan River? 

· as soon as their feet touched the water’s edge

· the water from upstream stopped flowing

· it “piled up in a heap” a great distance away

· water downstream continued on – they crossed on dry land

How do you think the Israelites felt when they saw the waters of the Jordan stop flowing?  How would you have felt?

· surprised

· amazed

· scared at that mountain of water upstream

As they crossed, the people of Israel experienced God’s presence and God’s power at work.  How can we experience God’s presence and power in our lives?

· daily communication with God

· read what He has to say to us, talk to Him in prayer

· apply God’s principles to all areas of our lives

· be sure to thank Him when He answers prayers and provides our needs

Suppose you are in one of those “leap of faith” experiences we identified at the beginning of the lesson.  What are some of the risks of stepping forward into those things.

· failure

· loss of resources (money, time, energy)

· rejection

· short term or long term loss
So as we face those risks, how can we express confidence in God even when we don’t have all the answers?

· keep praising Him for who He is

· keep thanking Him for what He had done, how He has provided

· keep telling Him you are trusting in His promises, His power and authority and love

· remind yourself that it may be a leap of faith, but it is not a leap into the dark

How can your confidence in God impact other people’s willingness to follow and obey Him?

· it models what God intends for us … obedience and faith

· when others see God at work, their faith is encouraged

· it brings glory to God … people will see God as absolutely trustworthy
4. Application
4.1 Take the first step
· Identify a task you’ve been putting off

· Confess to God any fear or anxiety you may have

· Tell God you are trusting Him for strength and guidance … be sure to thank Him for meeting your need

4.2 Listen to the right voice
· Don’t listen to voices of doubt, guilt, worry, or fear

· Instead, remember that Joshua said to the Israelites, "Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God
· Seek counsel from God and from trusted, mature believers.
4.3 Get feedback
· Talk to those depending on you

· Evaluate whether the influence you have been providing is of your own ideas or from God

· Make the necessary adjustments.

List these instances for reference later in the lesson
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