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Ascended Like No Other

1. Motivate

If you could take a trip somewhere far away, where would you go?

· Tahiti

· Hawaii

· Disney World/Land

· a trip around the world

· a trip to another planet

· go visit family

· visit north or south pole!

· trip through Europe

· go on mission trips

· Holy Land
2. Transition

Jesus went far away in dramatic fashion … to Heaven
· Even though Jesus is gone from earth, He did not leave us alone

· Today we look at Jesus’ promise of a “helper” … God’s Holy Spirit

3. Bible Study

3.1 Preparation for Departure
Listen for events following the resurrection.
Acts 1:1-3 (NIV)  In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach [2] until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. [3] After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 

What events are listed about Jesus activities before His ascension?

· showed himself to the apostles (and others)

· he taught people

· gave instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen

· he gave many convincing proofs that he was alive

· he appeared to them over a period of forty days

· he spoke about the kingdom (rule) of God

Why do you think it was important to present Himself to His followers “by many convincing proofs”?

· the more witnesses to an event, the more convincing it is

· a single appearance would have been discounted by everyone else

· multiple situations were also more convincing

· it was imperative that people be convinced that Jesus rose again,

· recall Paul’s statement, 1 Cor. 15:14 (NIV) And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 

Note that Jesus spoke and taught  during this time about the kingdom of God.  Have learners look up these verses, read them aloud to the class then ask for comments on what they think Jesus intended for us to know about “the kingdom of God”.

Matthew 7:21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 

( The kingdom involves God’s rule in one’s heart and life

Matthew 13:31 He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 

( God’s kingdom/rule may start small but grows large and pervasive – within a single life or within a church or a town or nation

Matthew 13:33 He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough." 

( God’s rule works its way deep into one’s life
Matthew 13:44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 

( God’s rule is of great value, worth giving up everything
Matthew 18:3 And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

( when we allow God to rule in our lives we must trust Him with simple faith

3.2 Promise of the Holy Spirit
Listen for  a promised gift.
Acts 1:4-8 (NIV)  On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5  For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 6  So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7  He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
 What further instructions did Jesus give the disciples as they assembled together?
· don’t leave Jerusalem

· wait for the gift my Father has promised

· you will be “baptized” with the Holy Spirit
What preconceived notion surfaced as the disciples faced Jesus’ departure into heaven?
· now must be the time to restore the kingdom of Israel

· kick out the Romans

· put an Israelite king back on the throne

· make Israel an independent nation
In answer to their question, what did Jesus say were the two most important things for His disciples to know?

· not the times or dates God the Father has set

· rather to receive the power of God’s Spirit in your life

· then to be God’s witnesses

· to be witnesses in an ever growing, world wide spread of the Gospel message

What task did Jesus assign the apostles? 

· then to be God’s witnesses

· to be witnesses in an ever growing, world wide spread of the Gospel message

· to tell it there in Jerusalem

· then take it to all of Judea

· take it to Samaria

· take it to the ends of the earth (Chile, S. America)

In your own words, how would you describe the presence and work of the Holy Spirit?

· Jesus as a human, physical presence limited Himself to one place in time and space

· As a Spirit God can be anywhere, at any time, all the time

· so He can be with every Christian in any time of history, in any location

· He can be at work convicting/convincing unbelievers of their need for salvation … any time, any place

· God’s Spirit dwells within the lives of believers, guiding them and empowering them for ministry 

· John 16:7-8 (NIV)  But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8  When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:
How does verse 8 of the passage apply to us today?

· God promises us that same power, that same relationship

· we also are to be witnesses

· our witness starts in our own neighborhood

· our witness continues out from our own city, to our state, to our nation

· we are to be actively involved in the spread of the Gospel “to the ends of the earth”

· we are to give of our finances, 

· participate in mission trips, 

· be willing to send our children and grandchildren as missionaries to far off places

Why do you think the rule of God within the lives of believers was/is more powerful for God’s purposes than throwing aside Roman rule in Israel?

· individuals are the ones who spread the Gospel message – not a specific nation
· God’s purposes are not nationalism, God wants people to hear about salvation

· God wants disciples … people who follow and serve Him

· God’s agenda is not national, it is personal

3.3 Promise of Return
Listen for another promise.
Acts 1:9-11 (NIV)  After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10  They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11  "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven."
What words emphasize that Jesus’ ascension was not a dream or imagined, but an actual occurrence?

· He was taken up

· right before their very eyes

· they were looking intently

Why is it important that Jesus’ disciples witnessed His ascension?

· wasn’t just a disappearance of Jesus

· He did not just go away and no one saw it happen

· we have eyewitnesses to the actual event

· multiple people saw what happened

What do you suppose the disciples were thinking and feeling as they stood there looking up to where they had seen Jesus disappear?

· what now?

· how are we going to go on without Jesus?

· so much for the “kingdom”


· so this is how it ends?

· I don’t understand!

What assurance did the two men give the disciples?

· asked them why they were just standing there, mouths hanging open, looking up into the sky

· Jesus was taken from you into heaven

· He will come back in the same way you have seen Him go

· left in a cloud

· will come back in a cloud

( Consider that we can claim those same assurances when we face our “gazing into the sky” experiences … and … we already have the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit

How can the promise of Jesus’ return influence your daily decisions?

· how do I spend my time

· how do I use any of my resources

· where will I be found when Jesus returns

· what will I be found doing

· time is short, lots of people still need to hear the gospel message

4. Application
4.1 Prepare
· Are you ready to meet Jesus when He returns?

· If you have not turned to Him for forgiveness of our sins, do so today
4.2 Let God work
· List your worries and fears of things you are facing right now

· Memorize John 14:16 (NIV) And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever

· Claim that verse for your anxieties … thank God each day for His presence in your life
4.3 Be involved
· Jesus told us “You will be My witnesses”

· Be on the lookout for ways to be a witness

· Consider ways in which you can participate in the outreach of your church … in your locality and around the world
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