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Act Faithfully

1. Motivate

What are some habits or routines you never change?

· breakfast routine

· pattern you mow the lawn

· sequence of getting ready each morning

· dinner schedule … pizza every Saturday evening

· route you drive to work

· how you pay the bills

· your TV watching

· what team you root for

2. Transition

Daniel was a man whose unchangeable routine was to pray
· Morning, noon, night … before an open window facing towards Jerusalem

· Even when threatened with a bogus law by his enemies

· Today we find that God is greater than those who oppose us … even when facing a death sentence.

3. Bible Study

3.1 No Barriers
Listen for a case of civil disobedience.
Daniel 6:6-10 (NIV) So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and said: "O King Darius, live forever! 7  The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the lions' den. 8  Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered--in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed." 9  So King Darius put the decree in writing. 10  Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.
When the leaders went to the king, what did they say? 

· O King, live forever

· advised the king he should issue a special law

· for next 30 days, no one should pray to anyone other than the great king 
· punishment would be death by the lions

· this would be a special decree, unchangeable

Note the organizational chart that puts the people in this story in their place.  Identify Daniel’s enemies.

Why do you think King Darius signed such a decree?

· was an ego thing, made him feel/look powerful

· implication was he was more powerful than any other influence, any deity

· “only I am powerful enough to meet your needs … only I am great enough to receive your worship”

How did Daniel respond to the king’s decree?  
· went upstairs to his room and prayed as always

· defied the law

· an example of civil disobedience

What are some parallels between Daniel’s situation and our culture today?

· laws made against demonstrations of faith, religion

· bogus interpretation of “constitutional separation of church and state”

· culture does not want to be confronted with faith in God

· organizations who openly oppose expressions of faith

Here is a case of civil disobedience … what are some ways in which Daniel could have compromised his prayer habits to avoid trouble?

· close the windows as he prayed

· do it at night in the dark

· pray in a different room, not observable from the outside

· quit praying altogether (it was only a month, God would understand)

How might he have justified these kinds of compromises?

· what you do in privacy is your own business

· what they don’t know can’t hurt me

· I’m still praying, they just cannot prove it

· 3 times a day is not entirely necessary … once each night is enough

The king’s ego lead to an inappropriate decision.   What are some ways that we make similar mistakes?

· we want to keep up with people around us materially

· “go ahead and get this new car … you deserve it”

· “you only live once, get all the gusto you can”

· young people get challenged, “what’s the matter, you chicken to do this?”

· “You could win big bucks and be rich for life, buy that lottery ticket”

3.2 Facing Opposition
Listen for an example of tattle-tales.
Daniel 6:13-16 (NIV)  Then they said to the king, "Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day." 14  When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him. 15  Then the men went as a group to the king and said to him, "Remember, O king, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed." 16  So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions' den. The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!"
Of what was Daniel accused?  
· he pays no attention to you, O king

· he defies the decree you put in writing

· he prays to his God, not to you
Why was the king distressed on receiving the charges?

· he liked Daniel

· Daniel was an important and capable administrator

· maybe he didn’t think about Daniel’s situation when the law was propose

· didn’t think of the full implications or results of the law before he signed it

· now he realized he might lose a good man for a silly law

What was the king’s hope for Daniel?  
· he was determined to rescue Daniel

· made every legal effort for the whole day

· tried to defy the details of the law and looked for a loophole

· hoped that Daniel’s God would rescue him
What can we learn about persecution from this passage?

· be willing to stand for God

· living according to a Christian conscience may have consequences

· be willing to face those consequences, and obey God anyway

What do you think God’s perspective might have been in this situation?

· certainly forgiving if Daniel made a different choice … but … 

· God desired Daniel’s daily communication

· allowed this as a test for Daniel … allow Daniel to discover God’s power and authority over that of politicians

· God could see the end results … the God of Daniel would be glorified … the gods of jealousy and intrigue of the administrators would be destroyed

How can we become convinced (like Daniel) that the Lord is our hope and deliverer in time of need?

· remind ourselves, study the attributes of God

· remember God is all powerful, all wise

· focus on who God is, not so much on what our culture says or does

· cultivate your relationship with God … daily communication with Him
· heed the direction of God’s Holy Spirit in your heart and mind
3.3 Our Witness
Listen for the king’s emotions showing.
Daniel 6:19-22 (NIV)  At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions' den. 20  When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?" 21  Daniel answered, "O king, live forever! 22  My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king."
What happened during the night?  
· God sent his angel

· God shut the mouths of the lions

· he was not hurt

· God found Daniel innocent from any wrong doing

What in the way King Darius responded the next day indicates how troubled in spirit he was over the welfare of Daniel?

· his words and actions show he was worried about Daniel

· he went to check on him the first thing in the morning

· he called out and asked if God had rescued Daniel

· he noted Daniel’s faithfulness to Jehovah God

What attributes of Jehovah God did the king discover and express?

· He is a living God

· He shut the mouths of the lions

· He is a righteous judge (found Daniel not guilty)

· learned what happens when you trust in God

How can our lives express confidence that God is greater than those who oppose us?

· make right choices, even when our culture opposes

· trust that God will provide our need, even when we reject that lucrative, but shady, business deal

· be willing to not go along with the crowd, even when made fun of

· be willing to voice unpopular, but godly, attitudes towards events

How does the way we respond to difficulties become an opportunity to testify to God’s faithfulness?

· increases our faithfulness for the next situation

· we can point to God’s power and authority at work

· we can demonstrate how much we believe God by opposing the world’s view

· encourage others who may be wavering over their decision to trust and obey God

How can God be glorified by someone’s suffering without rescue?

· show’s the person’s dedication to their God

· demonstrates that knowing Jesus is worth dying for

· can point other people to Christ … they see your dedication

· shows that not everything is motivated by earthly rewards

4. Application
4.1 Be faithful
· Pray at the start of each day, asking God to help you be faithful to Him

· Trust Him to keep you faithful in your work, your interactions with others

· Ask Him to make you faithful in challenges you face

4.2 Be involved in God’s kingdom
· For Daniel, neither age nor opposition keep him from his work or his walk with God

· Choose to help others discover and walk with Jesus
4.3 Be bold
· In this world, you will encounter hostility to the name of work of Christ

· Don’t back down … let your faith in Christ remain on display

· Do so in a way that both honors Jesus and respects others
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